Bible Study Monday July 23, 2001

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time in fellowship within your Word, and for all that you have prepared for us that would enable us to remain faithful and obedient, going about your work and business this day that you ask of us to your praise and glory through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:36Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die:
37 And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain:
38 But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body (KJV)

opentext> As we were looking at this section last week, one is able to see how

 Paul is comparing our new life in Christ with that as a seed.

<opentext> Gal 3:16Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> A grain of wheat, etc., is composed of the body or lobes, and the germ. The latter forms an inconsiderable part of the mass of the grain; the body, lobes, or farinaceous part, forms nearly the whole. This body dies-- becomes decomposed, and forms a fine earth, from which the germ derives its first nourishment; by the nourishment thus derived the germ is quickened, receives its first vegetable life, and through this means is rendered capable of deriving the rest of its nourishment and support from the greater earth in which the grain was deposited. Whether the apostle would intimate here that there is a certain germ in the present body, which shall become the seed of the resurrection body, this is not the place to inquire; (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Just as when we receive the seed of faith, or the seed of Christ within our life, it is then that one must allow that seed of faith (the Spirit) to grow or increase, while the flesh (lower nature) must decrease.

<opentext> [Thou sowest not that body that shall be] This is decomposed, and becomes the means of nourishing the whole plant, roots, stalk, leaves, ear, and full corn in the ear. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> [But God giveth it a body] And is there any other way of accounting for it but by the miraculous working of God's power? For out of that one bare grain is produced a system of roots, a tall and vigorous stalk, with all its appendages of leaves, etc., besides the full corn in the ear; the whole making several hundred times the quantum of what was originally deposited. There are no proofs that what some call nature can effect this: it will ever be a philosophical as well as a Scriptural truth, that God giveth it a body as it pleaseth him; and so doth he manage the whole of the work, that every seed shall have its own body: that the wheat germ shall never produce barley; nor the rye, oats. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> And why the Lord told us plainly, that by their fruits you shall know them.

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:39All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds. 40There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. (KJV)

<opentext> [But the glory of the celestial is one] The glory-- the excellence, beauty, and perfection. Even the present frail human body possesses an indescribable degree of contrivance, art, economy, order, beauty, and excellence; but the celestial body, that in which Christ now appears, and according to which ours shall be raised <Phil 3:21>, will exceed the excellence of this beyond all comparison. A glory or splendour will belong to that which does not belong to this: here there is a glory of excellence; there, there will be a glory of light and effulgence; for the bodies of the saints shall shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:41There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory. 42So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: 43It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: (KJV)

 <opentext> [It is sown in dishonour] Being now stripped of all the glory it had as a machine, fearfully and wonderfully made by the hands of God; and also consigned to death and destruction because of sin. This is the most dishonourable circumstance.  [It is raised in glory] It is raised a glorious body, because immortal, and forever redeemed from the empire of death.  [It is sown in weakness] The principles of dissolution, corruption, and decay, have prevailed over it; disease undermined it; and death made it his prey.  [It is raised in power] To be no more liable to weakness, through labour; decay, by age; wasting, by disease; and dissolution, by death. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> God has made away of escape for us, to acknowledge and accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and savior. That we might be delivered from the power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of His dear Son; in whom we have redemption, even the forgiveness of sins. For this purpose He sent His Word and healed us of the spiritual sickness, and delivered us from our destructions.

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:44It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. (KJV)

<opentext> [It is sown a natural body] Sooma  (grk 4983) psuchikon  (grk 5591). An animal body, having a multiplicity of solids and fluids of different kinds, with different functions; composed of muscles, fibres, tendons, cartilages, bones, arteries, veins, nerves, blood, and various juices, requiring continual support from aliment; and hence, the necessity of labor to provide food, and skill to prepare it; which food must be masticated, digested, and refined; what is proper for nourishment secreted, brought into the circulation, further elaborated, and prepared to enter into the composition of every part; hence, growth and nutrition; without which no organized body can possibly exist. (from Adam Clarke Connentary)

<opentext> [It is raised a spiritual body.] One perfect in all its parts; no longer dependent on natural productions for its support; being built up on indestructible principles, and existing in a region where there shall be no more death; no more causes of decay leading to dissolution; and consequently, no more necessity for food, nutrition, etc. The body is spiritual, and has a spiritual existence and spiritual support. (from Adam Clarke Commentary.)

<opentext> As the seed which is sown in the earth rots, and out of the germ contained in it God in his providence produces a root, stalk, leaves, ear, and a great numerical increase of grains; is it not likely that God, out of some essential parts of the body that now it will produce the resurrection body; and will then give the soul s body as it pleaseth him; and so completely preserve the individuality of every human being, as he does of every grain; giving to each its own body! <1 Cor. 15:35>.  So that as surely as the grain of wheat shall produces wheat after it is cast in the earth, corrupts, and dies; so surely shall our bodies produce the same bodies as to their essential individuality. As the germination of seeds is produced by his wisdom and power, so shall the pure and perfect human body be in the resurrection. Hence, he does not say the body is buried, but the body is sown; it is sown in weakness, it is sown, in dishonour, etc., etc. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> As believers have borne in their bodies here on earth the image of the first Adam, so in the resurrection their bodies shall bear the image of the heavenly Adam; that is be changed into the likeness of Christ's glorious body. This is the highest degree of dignity and honour that a human body is capable of. (Wm. Burkitt's notes)

<opentext> If one will think about the parable of the sower, one will think of the examples that are given of those that sow to the wants and desires of the flesh. Things that are detrimental to our spiritual walk and relationship with God.

<opentext> faith; the ability to hear the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ, and allowing it to become an actual way of life!

<opentext> Without faith, without this spiritual nourishment or food, it is impossible to please God; it is impossible to grow up into Him in all things. Thus why we are to walk by faith (His Word, that spiritual food) and not by the cravings of the flesh.

<opentext> Yet, because the flesh has had it's way for so long, doesn't it at times seem impossible to overcome these weaknesses?

<his> yes   <helpmate> sometimes yes   <chosen> yes, in some things   <diligently> yes...at times

<diligently> some are harder then others

<opentext> Jesus Christ is the way (that strait and narrow path) established by the truth of God's Word, which if one hears and obeys, will lead one to eternal life.

<^keke^> at times yes, but we are growing up into Him, so flesh and its cravings diminish

<opentext> "If" we continue in the faith, grounded and settled in the good ground, and not be moved or lead away from the truth, it is then that we will be His disciples.

<opentext> That is why Paul is reminding us here, to be aware and keep in mind the new life in Christ that awaits us when we leave this world.

<opentext> If one looks continually at all that is wrong here, it is easy for one to lose focus on where they should be going. Thus, why one must remain risen with Christ, and seeking those things that are above.

<opentext> Seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness that is only in Christ, this is what should be our chief aim this day; is this what will be yours this day?

<his> yes   <chosen> yes   <diligently> yes   <helpmate> yes  <at-peace> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<^keke^> absolutely…..yes

<d-g> 0/    <opentext> yes greg

<d-g> That is why Paul is reminding us here, to be aware and keep in

<d-g> mind the new life in Christ that awaits us when we leave this world

<d-g> I Jn 3:2Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 3And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. (KJV)

<d-g> it can be frustrating at times if one’s focus is on the negative

<opentext> The more we seek Him, the more He reveals Himself to us, and the more clear one's vision becomes of that which awaits them.

<opentext> Exactly, and why Paul in Phil 4:8 tells us to "think" on these things.

<d-g> the trials and tribulations here are only a light affliction

<opentext> Keeping our mind renewed with that which will keep us in communion or fellowship with God.

<opentext> i realize that Clarke does us some big words at times...but he does such a good job in some areas that i like to give him full credit for the insights he saw and heard from God.

<his> o/     <opentext> yes graeme,,<his> have verse to share  <opentext> sure

<his> col 2:7  Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have

 been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. Kjv

<opentext> He is the vine, we are the branches. To remember Who the source is.

<opentext> Rom 6:5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we

 shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:
 (KJV)

<opentext> Jer 2:21 Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: how then

 art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a strange vine unto me?


<d-g> degenerate plant, similar to the tares   <opentext> yes, good comparison greg

<d-g> clarke has some interesting comments from the parable of the tares and the  wheat

<d-g> Matthew 13:25  PP1  esthiontas. "Zizanion, which is called aira, darnel, injures the wheat; and,

 mixed in the bread, causes dimness of the eyes to those who eat of it." And the (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<chosen> similar to this weeks newsletter.....impaired vision....double minded

<d-g> yes
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