Bible Study Thursday 28 June, 2001

<chosen> we thank you Father for your daily bread that you have ready for us at this time, that which will nourish us and make us ready to serve you this day as we allow your Word to do that which you sent it to do....and we give you the thanks and glory for this in Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:5 I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying.  (KJV)

<opentext> [I would that ye all spake with tongues] The word theloo  (grk 2309) does not so much imply a wish or desire, as a command or permission. As if he had said: I do not restrain you to prophesying or teaching, though I prefer that; (AC)

<opentext> but I give you full permission to speak in Hebrew whenever it is proper, and when one is present who can interpret for the edification of the church, provided yourselves have not that gift, though you understand the language. (AC)

<opentext> The apostle said tongue, in the singular number, <1 Cor. 14:2,4>, because he spoke of a single man; now he says tongues, in the plural number, because he speaks of many speaking; but he has the same meaning in both places.-- Lightfoot. (AC)

<opentext> [Greater is he that prophesieth] A useful, zealous preacher, though unskilled in learned languages, is much greater in the sight of God, and in the eye of sound common sense, than he who has the gift of those learned tongues; eye of sound common sense, than he who has the gift of those learned tongues; except he interpret: and we seldom find great scholars good preachers. (AC)

<opentext> This should humble the scholar, who is too apt to be proud of his attainments, and despise his less learned but more useful brother. This judgment of Paul is too little regarded. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Often times people judge things by the physical (numbers, size), rather then by weighing all matters spiritually.

<opentext> Learning to hear Father clearly, on how one would give His answer, in each and every situation.

<opentext> Yet, often times, man tries to impress man with their own skills, rather then relying in and on the Spirit of God.

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:7And even things without life giving sound, whether pipe or harp, except they give a distinction in the sounds, how shall it be known what is piped or harped? (KJV)

<opentext> Just as one listens to someone who is just learning to play a musical instrument....how pleasing is that to the ears?

<diligently> not very

<chosen> not very

<at-peace> not pleasing at all

<his> not pleasing

<opentext> One's first reactions is to plug the ears. Yet, when we hear something contrary to God's Word, are we as quick to close off our hearing?

<diligently> in way past no..  now, yes most of time.

<his> at times am too quick to speak, rather than letting Father handle things

<chosen> not always

<at-peace> not always

<opentext> Also note, that Paul references to things that DO NOT give life giving sounds. One has the choice between life and death each day, in every decision one makes. Being just as Jesus Christ was in the example that He set for us; doing only those things He saw Father do, and speaking only those things He heard Father speak.

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:8For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle? (KJV)

<opentext> Learning to be clear and distinct in that which one speaks.

<opentext> Col 4:3Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: 4That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. (KJV)

<opentext> Presenting a clear bill of lading. Allowing people to see clearly that which is contained within the vessel.

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:9So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye shall speak into the air. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:4And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. (KJV)

<opentext> A sign post that always points the people to Father, by and through Christ Jesus, the mediator between God and man.

<opentext> Yet, how easy is it to look to man, rather then God?

<diligently> if in the flesh easy.. joy and peace comes from looking to Father in all things.

<helpmate> one looks to man when they are not sure that God is hearing them

<diligently> for we are in the spirit.

<his> the flesh always want to follow people and please people, or be the leader and control people

<opentext> And this is why one needs to train themselves in the ways of God. Learning to talk and communicate with Him on a daily basis, and in all things.

<opentext> In everything give thanks. Not for everything, but in everything. This comes about or happens in one's life, when they learn to acknowledge all that God does provide. Remembering to thank Him for that glass of water, the snack you had two hours before dinner. 

<opentext> Presenting a clear picture to those around you of your dependence in God. 

<opentext> A picture is worth a 1000 words the world says. So then one's lifestyle speaks volumes to those around us. So what is it that we are speaking to others each day?

<diligently> the love of Christ.

<his> God's love

<opentext> Are we as a novice on a trumpet, that gives no clear meaning of what is being said? Or are you as a fine concert pianist, that ministers grace to the hearer?

<diligently> we are a fine concert pianist. .pleasing  for Father to hear.

<helpmate> we strive to be that concert pianist

<diligently> ministering grace and love

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:9So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye shall speak into the air.10There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without signification. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:12Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech: (KJV)

<opentext> By one's words they will be justified, or by one's words they will be condemned. Learning to use great plainness of speech in presenting this gospel message. 

<opentext> Death and life are in the power of the tongue. One has to the choice of what type of words we present to the world.

<opentext> Prov 16:23The heart of the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth learning to his lips.

24Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones. (KJV)

<opentext> Death or life, are in the power of your tongue. Have you ever noticed how much the tongue is mentioned in that which the Lord hates?

<opentext> Prov 6:16These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:17A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,18An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,19A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren. (KJV)

<diligently> yes

<opentext> There are many voices in the world. But there is but one voice of the One Shepherd, and His sheep are supposed to know His voice.

<opentext> Therefore, one must be able to present a clear sound of this gospel message, when asked a reason of the hope that is within you.

<opentext> Faith is by hearing the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ. Allowing His Word to be that which illuminates our path, and lights our every step, and one journeys through this day.

<opentext> Today, will the sound that you produce, be pleasing to Father's ears?

<helpmate> yes

<diligently> yes

<chosen> yes

<at-peace> yes

<his> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> came to mind: Ec 5:3  For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool‘s voice is known by multitude of words. Kjv

<opentext> exactly...not trying to impress people, but rather to be pleasing to Father

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

