Bible Study Wednesday 23 May, 2001

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time to gather at your feet and partake of your daily bread. Let us put aside all of our distractions, that we may partake of that heavenly manna that you have supplied this day for us through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> 1 Cor 11:17Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you not, that ye come together not for the better, but for the worse. 18For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions among you; and I partly believe it. 19For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you. 20When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's supper.  (KJV)

<opentext> How often do the distractions and such, get in the way of our hearing?

<helpmate> they can very easy take over if one allows them too

<diligently> when person is in there flesh

<chosen> when we focus on them

<at-peace> more often than we may realize at times

<his> too often

<opentext> Note in verse 20, that it says that we are coming together, and the purpose behind this should be the Lord's supper.

<opentext> If it the Lord's supper, what kind of food do you think is going to be supplied?

<chosen> spiritual  <his> spiritual    <diligently> spiritual food   <d-g> the bread of life

<helpmate> food for the spirit man   <at-peace> spiritual

<opentext> Spiritual food is what is on His menu. So if one is acting carnal, what can they expect to receive from God?

<his> nothing  <helpmate> not a thing <chosen> nothing <at-peace> nothing

<diligently> nothing at all    <joyful> nothing

<opentext> Matt 4:4 tells us that man does not live by bread alone, but should be living by every Word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God.

<opentext> Yet, this is not always what one seeks to feed, nourish, and replenish their spirit man. As one can see, that the people of Corinth had a few problems going on among themselves, and thus they were not coming into one place, of one accord. Rather they had allowed envy, division and strife to enter in as well, and set up walls between them.

<opentext> We are primarily spirit beings. As such, our primary need is spiritual food.

<opentext> John 6:32Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 34Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread.  (KJV)

<opentext> Often times one often looks for their physical need, before they do their spiritual.

<opentext> Note, the bread that came down from heaven. Also note, that it was "given" that it might give life.

<opentext> John 6:35And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.  (KJV)

<opentext> When you eat and feed the physical body, it relaxes and becomes content. If you ignore it when it tells you that it is hungry, what does it do?

<diligently> gets used to not having the food

<joyful> it becomes weak

<his> complains   makes noises etc.

<at-peace> starts to grumble and make noise

<diligently> like a harden heart

<helpmate> lets you know that it is hungry

<opentext> It complains. It makes noise. It tries to control the thoughts and actions of the body until it gets it's own way.

<opentext> How often do we act the same spiritually, when our spirit man is not fed, or under fed?

<diligently> have big troubles.

<d-g> if the spirit man is not fed properly, there is not peace

 <chosen> our flesh then will get control

<diligently> start listening to flesh more then spirit

<opentext> Jesus Christ said that His meat, was to do the will of the Father. He never said or did anything, until He heard Father, or saw what Father would have Him to do. Sound counsel or advice.

<opentext> John 6:38For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 39And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. 40And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.  (KJV)

<opentext> So, one has to be born again, to see  and enter the kingdom of God. So then also, one must be born again, the see the spiritual food that is placed before them. Jesus Christ said in Rev 3:20, that He stands at the door and knocks...and if one will answer the knock, He will come in and sup with you. A spiritual meal.

<opentext> Thus, why we are to seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness.

<opentext> Is this always your priority?

<his> not always...should be

<diligently> no,at times it is not..

<joyful> not always......and should be

<d-g> this is what our meat should be, to do his will

<diligently> at times do for get that Father is caring for all things for me.

<opentext> To be a partaker of His divine nature, one would have to partake of that which is His nature, spiritual.

<opentext> John 6:41The Jews then murmured at him, because he said, I am the bread which came down from heaven. 42And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? how is it then that he saith, I came down from heaven?  (KJV)

<opentext> How often do we too, look for physical excuses, on not being a partaker?

<joyful> when we become selfish or lazy

<diligently> have at time. Father has let know do not need to make excuses..

<helpmate> an excuse is still an excuse....there is no valid reason...ever

<diligently> ask forgiveness and move on,

<his> when operating in flesh and letting old habits rule

<opentext> If one is really wanting to be a part of His body, why does one look for excuses to justify the tantrums of the flesh?

<diligently> my thinking is in past,Father will not be as displeased if we explain.

<joyful> pride takes part of the excuse

<at-peace> not wanting to take responsibility

<chosen> flesh wants to try to justify, so it can continue to control

<helpmate> the flesh hates to say it is wrong

<his> allow old thinking to continue to rule..

<opentext> Isn't this exactly what the people of Corinth were doing? Looking for excuses to justify their tantrums in the flesh?

<diligently> yes   <chosen> yes    <helpmate> yes   <his> yes     <at-peace> yes

<opentext> And in doing so, they stole from themselves. For they prevented the Lord from giving them that which they had need of. They kept themselves from having the spiritual manna that they needed to sustain themselves.

<opentext> John 6:47Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life. 48I am that bread of life. 49Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 50This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die.  (KJV)

<opentext> When we place the physical wants and needs ahead of the spiritual, it can only bring death. Jesus Christ came, that we might be partakers of His divine nature, and thus inherit eternal life.

<opentext> John 6:51I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. (KJV)

<opentext> His meat, His manna, is to keep the body in subjection to the Spirit, so that in all that we do, we will be pleasing to the Father.

<opentext> However, if one is not hearing and eating spiritually of His food, how can one carry this out?

<diligently> they can not   <chosen> can't  <his> unable to <helpmate> will not be able too<at-peace> can not

<opentext> John 6:52The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How can this man give us his flesh to eat? 53Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. 54Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. 55For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 56He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.  (KJV)

 <opentext> Note, the Jews "strove" among themselves! Rather then hearing the direct message from God, they argued among themselves.

<opentext> Once division sets in, can a house stand?

<at-peace> no   <helpmate> no    <joyful> no    <his> no   <diligently> no    <chosen> no

<opentext> Thus one can see the importance of why Paul said, that one must stay focused in and on the mark of the prize of the high calling in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Why the writer of Proverbs tells us that without a vision, without the revelation of who Christ is, the people will perish. Without partaking of His manna, and His drink, one cannot hope to survive.

<opentext> John 6:57-60 57As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me. 58This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever. 59These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum. 60Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it? (KJV)

<opentext> The Lord's supper, is not bread and grape juice as many surmise. It is a spiritual meal. And for one to partake of it, they must become a partaker of His divine nature. Today, will you sit down at His table to eat?

<his> yes  <at-peace> yes    <joyful> yes  <chosen> yes   <d-g> yes, indeed   <helpmate> yes

<diligently> yes,with thanks giving

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/     <opentext> yes graeme

<his> reminded: 5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.  John 15:5 kjv

<opentext> without that spiritual connection into His vine, one can do nothing.
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