Bible Study April 23, 2001

<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come boldly before your throne of grace this morning to seek all that you have for us.  We come to you with open heart and willing mind to receive of you so that we may abide in Christ in all that we do this day.  We are quick to give you all the praise, honor and glory through Christ Jesus

<opentext> 1 Cor 10:4And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 5But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 6Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted.  (KJV)

<opentext> One often forgets, that His Word has gone to all the world. His salvation has appeared to all mankind.

<opentext> Even for those that call themselves Christian, His Word is constant, it is without change. So the problem is never on God's end.

<opentext> It is the same spiritual food for all.

<opentext> One is overthrown, when they stray from the strait and narrow path. 

<opentext> The wilderness, a place of wandering aimlessly. They have no set goal, no set prize on which they are focused.

<opentext> Amos 8:11Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: 12And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it.  (KJV)

<opentext> God is still on the throne. This is where one must go to have fellowship with Him.

<opentext> His Word is forever settled in heaven, yet often that is the last place one will go when they are looking for answers.

<opentext> One will try everything in their own power, before going to God. Sometimes it is pride, as one does not want God to know that they have failed or fallen short. Yet, He already knows.

<opentext> How often is it, that you "think" you can hide things from God?

<diligently> can not hide anything from Father.if in flesh might think i can.

<diligently> people of world think they can always

<h-d-g-k> we know that He sees all things.....nothing is hid

<his> when mind isn't adequately renewed one can start to think that way

<chosen> usually when trying to avoid His correction

<joyful> nothing can be hidden from Him, yet one tends to act selfish and do what they want

<opentext> Mark 4:19And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.  (KJV)

<opentext> Note, these things "enter" in. That means someone has to open the door to their heart, for these things to be able to enter in.

<opentext> Now, if one always remained aware, that these things would send one to hell, would they allow them in?

<his> no  <chosen> no  <diligently> no  <at-peace> no  <joyful> no  <rhoumai> nope

<opentext> It is when one allows the Word to slip in their life, that these things become apparent.

<opentext> Rom 10:33For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> One forgets where their righteousness is supposed to be from, and go about to establish their own right standing with God.

<opentext> Pride happens, right before the fall.

<opentext> Our time with Father, is critical. Anyone that does not eat physical food, is quick to have to deal with the mumbling and complaining of the body, for it being deprived of that which it lusts or desires after. What would your body be saying if you treated it as you often do your spirit man?

<rhoumai> it would be grumbling quite loud

 <his> noisy

<diligently> grumbling 

<opentext> Are we as particular about what we feed our spirit man, as we are the physical body?

<rhoumai> many times, no, we aren't

<chosen> probably not

<diligently> do think we treat spirit man better then physical at times.

<his> sometimes not in both areas, learning to be

<opentext> How often is it, that we see someone straying in the spiritual wilderness, and ask aloud, how did they ever get there? It is always obvious to see where someone else strayed, but we never like to see or admit it in ourselves, as then one would have to admit their short-comings.

<opentext> 1 Cor 10:5But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 6Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. (KJV)

<opentext> Those that are in the flesh, cannot please God. This is a fact. Yet, how often does one try to do things in the flesh, thinking that they can please God?

<diligently> yes,have done that in past,in past was in physical most of time.

<rhoumai> when we" think" we can help Him, rather than the other way around

<chosen> by trying to use our own strength

<at-peace> when we lean to our own understanding, and not submit ourselves to the righteousness of God

<opentext> These things are there for our example; that is so that we can see the mistakes that they made. Yet, often times, people then imitate the thing that they are asked not to do.

<joyful> things are done in the flesh when one "thinks" He is not needed at the time

<his> when forget his grace is sufficient for me..when get a "must do" attitude

<opentext> Have you ever heard someone use for an excuse; "but, so and so is doing it?"

<his> His grace    <chosen> yes      <his> yes        <rhoumai> yes   <diligently> yes  

    <at-peace> yes       <h-d-g-k> yes     <rhoumai> have used that myself   <diligently> me also

<opentext> The questions i have is; who were they following? Who were they looking to for an example?

<diligently> not Father   <chosen> man     <his> following man, not Christ   <diligently> or Christ Jesus

<rhoumai> following the natural state...flesh

<opentext> One of the greatest things that happened in my life, when Christ became real to me, is that the Jones's moved out of next door. It was no longer necessary to keep up with what others were doing.

<opentext> The children of Israel, with all of their mumbling and complaining, were constantly thinking of how things used to be. In doing this, they were not content with all that which Father did provide for them. Everything necessary to sustain life.

<opentext> Paul tells us that we should remain content, and independent from the external circumstances. This is what got Paul through the many hardships he encountered, in being the example of the believer.

<opentext> How often is it that you lust after other things? In other words, you grade your place in life, by what others have or do, and then strive to attain those things, or standing as well?

<rhoumai> sometimes, yes...when the flesh is in the way, but sees a person walking where i should be...in the Spirit

<diligently> those in the world..we  have no desire to have or be.in my family we have looked at Christ within my family and have strived to attain what they have..Father has let me know to not do this.

<his> think that way at times...choose not to act on these thoughts..it is tough at times

<chosen> not so much now, like i used to

<diligently> we do have all things already.

<diligently> in Christ.

<opentext> What does it profit a man, if he gain the whole world, but loses his soul?

<his> nothing  <chosen> nothing  <at-peace> nothing  <diligently> nothing

<joyful> nothing but eternal pain   <rhoumai> not a thing

<opentext> How often have you heard a young person say, that when they grow up, they want to be just like Jesus Christ of Nazareth, or Paul the apostle?

<rhoumai> not any that i remember

 <at-peace> have not

<his> never

<diligently> not at all.

<opentext> Why is this? What kinds of role models do we tell our children or others to imitate?

<h-d-g-k> the ones that seem to have the most physical things in life

<diligently> the parents  :-( or people of the world.

<rhoumai> imitate fantasy figures...and those in the flesh

<opentext> Isn't it that we have wanted our children to grow up to be rich and famous, or even want that for ourselves? Didn't we base everything in and on the standards of this present world?

<his> now Christ, before selfish money-grabbing man

<chosen> yes, used to

 <rhoumai> we used to

<diligently> yes,that is what we were taught , was right,the thing to do..the worlds way.

<his> yes that was main motivation before Christ

<opentext> How often do you see what the children of Israel did, and wonder how they could have been so blind? How could they have strayed so easily, and left the way that God wanted them to go?

<chosen> know that at times, i have not been much better

<diligently> yes,have thought that vary thing,in the past..and see my flesh is the same way.

<h-d-g-k> the vail of the flesh blinded them

<rhoumai> used to

<opentext> And yet, then we turn right around from what we read in the Word, and do the same things, when one fails to maintain their relationship with God, by and through His Word.

<opentext> Today, where will your focus be?

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<diligently> on Father,through Christ Jesus my Lord.

<chosen> on His promises

<rhoumai> mine will be on Father through Christ Jesus

<at-peace> on the mark of the prize

<his> on Father and His Word..on Home

<h-d-g-k> o/

<opentext> yes helen    <h-d-g-k> verse to share

<h-d-g-k> 1 Cor 13:11When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.  (KJV)

<opentext> yes, and thus the importance of training a child in "the Way" they should go, so when they mature, they will not stray
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