1 September 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we are thankful for this day and this time that we have to gather before you, to receive of you the bread of life and the living waters that are able to sustain us by and through Christ Jesus our Lord. Let us be mindful to hear that which you have for us this day, that we might be that active participant in His divine nature.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:37-39, 37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. KJV

 

<opentext> We are more than conquerors, through Him that loves us...not allowing anything, or anyone to separate us from the love of God.

 

<opentext> Eph 3:17-19, 17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Christ, dwelling in our hearts by faith...rooted and grounded in love. Hearing from Father His purpose and plan of reconciliation for us, and growing in an understanding of the great love He has for us, to put this purpose and plan in motion for us. Yet, how often does one remain mindful of this great love?

<disciple> not in such a broad sense as this scripture reveals....most of the time, knowing He loves us, but not acknowledging the great depth of His love

 

<opentext> To know! the love of Christ, which passes knowledge. Growing up into Him in all things, so that you might be filled with "all" the fulness of God.

<opentext> People often become familiar with other people by external observation, yet we are told that we should become partakers of His divine nature. How else can one come to any understanding of the Father's great love for His creation?

<disciple> that is the only way

<chosen> no other way

<at-peace> one has to be comparing spiritual with spiritual

 

<opentext> So as we come to God seeking restoration, we are given the gift of Christ, for we know that God so loved the world, that He gave the gift of His Son, as the sacrifice that was necessary to redeem us from our state of rebellion.

 

<opentext> Rom 5:5, the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. (KJV)

 

<opentext> In becoming that new creation in and of Christ, we can then see that Christ is the manifestation of Father's love within us.

 

<opentext> Titus 3:4-6, 4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; (KJV)

 

<opentext> Often times people look at the Word, the scriptures in bits and pieces, and do not tie it all together, in order to see the full picture of Father's love, and how it is His love that is manifest in us, and then learning to know that love, that brings about obedience to Him and His Word.

<opentext> And this obedience comes about then from love of Him, rather then by force or any other means.

<opentext> Yet, when one tells someone else that they love God, does one always have in heart and mind, the full ramifications of His love?

<disciple> not always    <chosen> no not always

 

<opentext> When we are told to meditate in the Word day and night, it does not mean to memorize scripture, but rather to think of that which Father has opened to you that day, on a clearer understanding of His love.

 

<opentext> I Jn 2:5-6, 5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. 6 He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. (KJV)

 

<opentext> By going over His Word, that which He has revealed of Himself to you this day, the love of God is being brought about into perfection in you, not because you can quote a bunch of scriptures to other people, but rather because His love is the very life within you, therefore you make the choice to follow after Christ, and live a life that is pleasing to the Father.

<opentext> This is what it is to be that example of the believer. Because when Father's love is the operating force within us {Christ}, then we will want to speak only those words of life that come forth from Him; one will only want to do those things that we have seen the Father do, that continue to show His love to the world.

 

<opentext> I Jn 3:16, Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Jesus Christ laid down His life, in order to present Father's love to the world. Are we willing to do the same?

<disciple> we should be, especially knowing what awaits us when this physical body dies

<chosen> yes

 

<opentext> Let's think about this a bit more; is it what awaits us when the physical body dies, or should we be recognizing that which is already ours? Aren't we supposed to be seated in the heavenlies already, in Christ Jesus?

<disciple> it is where we are now, today, this minute...seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus...blessed with all spiritual blessings in Him

 

<opentext> We are more then conquerors, because He has already attained the victory, and we are partakers of His divine nature. Therefore we are partakers with Him now, even though the flesh at times hinders our sight.

 

<opentext> I Jn 4:9-10, 9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. (KJV)

<opentext> The more that we are able to understand Father's love, the deeper, the more intimate our relationship with Him becomes, because we do then recognize the great love Father has for us.

<opentext> Think about this for a moment; the person or persons in this present world, treat you the meanest and with the least regard, how much do you really love them? And yet, we have to understand when we were that kind of a deplorable person, Father still loved us enough to ask His Son to make the ultimate sacrifice for us.

 

<opentext> I Jn 5:3-5, 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous. 4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? (KJV)

 

<opentext> Hearing and understanding the Father's love, so that we are able to be active participants of His divine nature, thus allowing the love of God to be shone through us to this present world.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:39 shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. KJV

 

<opentext> So we can then see why Paul closes the thoughts of this chapter, by showing us how the external circumstances, will attempt to sway one from the love of God. But if that love of Him is real, then we can see why His love is, and should be the most precious thing to us.

 

<at-peace> offering the same grace, mercy, and love to others that Father has given us

<opentext> Exactly...that is how Jesus Christ is manifest in us and through us.
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