Bible Study Wednesday 1 May 2002

As a virus infects the mind of the computer, so can wrong words affect the soul of man.
Proverbs 6:18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, KJV

The proud look or haughty attitude produces a false front or lie. Anything put forth or promulgated other than the truth, is a lie, and one has thus set their hand to shed innocent blood. And yet, how often are people proud of their accomplishments apart from the truth (His Word is truth)?

 

It is when pride becomes more important than the truth, that wicked imaginations are set into motion. Paul tells us that we should not conform to this world; one should not become engaged in the pride of this world, but rather be transformed by the Word of life, allowing it to bring change in their life. 

 

Note the progression that takes place after the proud look is allowed to take root; then lies begin to become common place, and only self-preservation is a concern. This deceit then goes every place with the person, and their heart is constantly beset with the wrong thoughts and imaginations.

 

The characters of one that is mischievous to man and dangerous to be dealt with. If the slothful are to be condemned, that do nothing, much more those that do ill, and contrive to do all the ill they can. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

A heart that deviseth wicked imaginations-- the heart that fabricates such, lays the foundation, builds upon it, and completes the superstructure of iniquity. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

A false witness that speaketh lies-- one who, even on his oath before a court of justice, tells anything but the truth. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Psalms 36:4 He deviseth mischief upon his bed; he setteth himself in a way that is not good; he abhorreth not evil. KJV

 

[He deviseth mischief upon his bed] He seeks the silent and undisturbed watches of the night, in order to fix his plans of wickedness. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

[He setteth himself] Having laid his plans he fixes his purpose to do what is bad, and he does it without any checks of conscience or abhorrence of evil. He is bent only on mischief, and lost to all sense of God and goodness. A finished character of a perfect sinner. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

If we think back to Noah’s time, we can see that Noah chose to hear and obey God. What we fail to often hear then, is that meant everyone else was in defiance or disobedience to God, and thus we can see what is recorded there:

 

Genesis 6:5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. KJV 

 

Subtlety in the contrivance of sin, wisdom to do evil, a heart that designs and a head that devises wicked imaginations, that is acquainted with the depths of Satan and knows how to carry on a covetous, envious, revengeful plot, most effectually. The more there is of craft and management in sin the more it is an abomination to God.

(From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

One can only imagine the things that were said about Noah during this time. One can only imagine the things that were said and done against him. The thing we do know, is that it happened because the people’s hearts were only filled with evil on a continual basis. It is hard to comprehend how so many could ignore the warnings from God and continue in their blind hatred toward Him. 

 

Then again, we should remember that even with Jesus Christ, the people believed the lies more than the truth, they placed themselves in agreement with the rumor mill, and set themselves in agreement against the Son of God.

 

False-witness bearing, which is one of the greatest mischief’s that the wicked imagination can devise, and against which there is least fence. There cannot be a greater affront to God (to whom in an oath appeal is made) nor a greater injury to our neighbour (all whose interests in this world, even the dearest, lie open to an attack of this kind) than knowingly to give in a false testimony. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary) 

 

Feet that be swift in running to mischief-- he who works iniquity with greediness. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Vigor and diligence in the prosecution of sin-- feet that are swift in running to mischief, as if they were afraid of losing time or were impatient of delay in a thing they are so greedy of. The policy and vigilance, the eagerness and industry, of sinners, in their sinful pursuits, may shame us who go about that which is good so awkwardly and so coldly. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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