1 March 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have prepared for each of us that will keep and sustain us on the strait and narrow path home to you.  And thank you for this time together to hear and learn more from you that will enable us in and through all things to remain faithful through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 11:31-32, 31 Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. 32 For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. KJV

 

<opentext> What have they not believed?

<at-peace> that God so loved them and made a way of fellowship through Christ Jesus

<opentext> So how can one know they have need of God's love and mercy, unless they are made aware that they are in need of it?

<at-peace> one can't know… without illumination one remains in darkness

<opentext> How is this accomplished then, that they can be made aware of God's love and mercy?

<helpmate> by our example

<at-peace> through the example of God's love (Christ) in each of us

<opentext> And doesn't the example of others often tells us where our life is out of line?

<at-peace> it can, yes     <chosen> yes

<opentext> So then we can see that God makes us aware of His love and mercy, by correcting or chastening us, to let us know things which are amiss in our lives, and needs to be corrected.

 

<opentext> Heb 12:4-5, 4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. 5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: KJV

 

<opentext> Yet, what often is our first response, when Father corrects us? Is one pleased? Happy? Enthused?

<chosen> usually sadness     <helpmate> one feels picked on and convicted

 

<opentext> Heb 12:4-5, 4 In this all-out match against sin, others have suffered far worse than you, to say nothing of what Jesus went through - all that bloodshed! 5 So don't feel sorry for yourselves. Or have you forgotten how good parents treat children, and that God regards you as his children? My dear child, don't shrug off God's discipline, but don't be crushed by it either. (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> There can be a wide variety of responses when God chastens us. From sadness, to feeling persecuted, to being all alone; yet, these are all responses of the old or lower nature. And with these responses of the lower nature, isn't the devil there as well, to agree how persecuted and picked on we are?

<helpmate> yes he is    <chosen> yes      <at-peace> yes

 

<opentext> Heb 12:6-8, 6 It's the child he loves that he disciplines; the child he embraces, he also corrects. 7 God is educating you; that's why you must never drop out. He's treating you as dear children. This trouble you're in isn't punishment; it's training, 8 the normal experience of children. (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Now, how often when you are being chastened or rebuked, do you remember that God really loves you, and is wanting to educate you in the ways that are acceptable for His family?

<helpmate> when one is still young in the Lord, that is usually not the first thing that comes to the mind

<chosen> only when i remember that He loves me in spite of my sins

<opentext> God is love; this is the character of God. So we can see why it is imperative that one remains cognizant of this, if they are going to be open to His educating process.

 

<opentext> Heb 12:8-9, 8 Only irresponsible parents leave children to fend for themselves. Would you prefer an irresponsible God? 9 We respect our own parents for training and not spoiling us, so why not embrace God's training so we can truly live? (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Would you really want to serve someone who just let you live your life without making you aware of where you were in error? Who would not warn you of those things that will send you to an eternity in hell?

<helpmate> no    <chosen> no    <at-peace> no

<opentext> So think about this for a moment; we are able to see God's love and mercy all around us, often in the form of correction or chastening, yet is one always mindful that this is a full expression of His love for us?

<chosen> not always     <at-peace> no

<helpmate> not always...we need to remember that the Father wants us to spend an eternity with them

 

<opentext> Heb 12:10-11, 10 While we were children, our parents did what seemed best to them. But God is doing what is best for us, training us to live God's holy best. 11 At the time, discipline isn't much fun. It always feels like it's going against the grain. Later, of course, it pays off handsomely, for it's the well-trained who find themselves mature in their relationship with God.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> I like the way this translation puts that, that our parents did what seemed best to them, for us. But God does know, and do what is best for us.

<opentext> All to often, education is not our first thought when correction comes to us, on the contrary. One often thinks of so many other things rather then love when this happens.

<opentext> So how is one able to get to that place that they will recognize Father's great love for them, when correction comes their way?

<at-peace> through patient continuance in their relationship with Father

<helpmate> by studying to see what His word has in store for them

<at-peace> and learning to accept and see  His great love 

<opentext> Today, let us be aware of, and treasure God's love. Let us remember to accept that which He has for us, with a joyful and receptive heart. God is love!
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