1 December 2005 Thursday Bible study.

<chosen> Father we thank you for this time together in your Word to learn from you that which we need this day. We thank you that your Word is the same yesterday today and forever and able to lead us along your path of righteousness we walk in it.... through Christ Jesus our Lord and His strength

<opentext> Rom 15:2-3, 2 Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification. 3 For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me. KJV

<opentext> Rom 15:2, Let each one of us make it a practice to please (make happy) his neighbor for his good and for his true welfare, to edify him [to strengthen him and build him up spiritually]. AMP

<opentext> Now, if one is to be that example that God wants them to be, is that always going to cause the neighbor to be happy with you? How often were the people real enthused about having Jesus Christ around or even in their midst?

<disciple> they were always questioning what He did or said, wanting Him to act toward their understanding

<helpmate> not always

<opentext> If one is operating in a sound mind, being an active participant in and of His divine nature, then one's total focus will be on pleasing Father. The people will not always be receptive to that which you have to say or do. Yet how often is what they think or say, have an influence on how we act or respond?

<chosen> it's only Father i need to please so it doesn’t affect me what they say or think 

<helpmate> it shouldn't have any if we are doing it to please Father

<disciple> learning daily to listen to Father without distractions from others

<opentext> As you were growing in the Lord, how often was it that a Christian did or said things that totally irked you, but in time, caused you to see and hear Father more clearly?

<helpmate> it happened more often in the beginning of my walk

<opentext> So we can or should see then, that it is not about pleasing ourselves or others, but rather of holding fast the profession of faith without wavering, regardless of the external circumstances, so that our life, our walk will be pleasing to Father.

<opentext> Rom 15:3, For Christ did not please Himself [gave no thought to His own interests]; but, as it is written, The reproaches and abuses of those who reproached and abused you fell on Me. AMP

<opentext> How often is it that our own interests have the greatest priorities in our own life and walk?

<disciple> our life should be built around Father, not Father squeezed in around our schedule

<helpmate> that usually happens when one puts themselves first and leans to their own understanding

<chosen> they don't if we keep Father first in our heart

<opentext> As Paul tells us, that it is a constant battle to keep under the body and bring it into subjection to the Spirit of Christ. As long as we are yet here, there will be areas in our life that we need to work at with Father's assistance.

<opentext> It is called growing, growing up into Him in all things, in all areas and aspects of our life.

<opentext> Rom 15:4, For whatever was thus written in former days was written for our instruction, that by [our steadfast and patient] endurance and the encouragement [drawn] from the Scriptures we might hold fast to and cherish hope. AMP

<opentext> Often times when one looks at the Word, they see it as applying to everyone but themselves. That is why one has to keep in mind that the Bible is a personal love letter written just to you, to guide you through this life in a way and manner that is pleasing to Father.

<opentext> Yet, does one always remember that it is that love letter from Father? Is one always encouraged by what it says to them?

<helpmate> not always, but one must remember that it says that all who endure to the end will be saved

<helpmate> Matt 10:22And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. (KJV)

<chosen> yes, if we stay in now faith then it is encouraging

<disciple> if one is walking in the Spirit, one has to be encouraged by His Word at all times

<opentext> Also, remember that it tells us that no chastening for the present seems to be joyous, but rather grievous. It is after that it is heard, received and comprehended that it is able to produce that peaceable fruit in one's life.

<opentext> Often times people look at the accounts within the Bible, and wonder how the people could continue to be so foolish. But one must remember how Paul said after years in the ministry that he was still the chief of sinners, always understanding his need to continue to grow.

<opentext> Thus why we are instructed to study to show ourselves approved unto God. That if one is hearing, accepting and abiding in His Word, in His love, then there will not be a reason for one to be ashamed.

<opentext> All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and it is given for my profit or advantage. However, if one fails to hear it's counsel, then they will continue to make the same mistakes, they will continue to falter.

<opentext> So the thing one always has to continue asking of themselves, is how receptive am i to Father's counsel at this place in my walk?
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