1 December 2004 Wednesday Bible study

<disciple> Father, we give you praise and honor for the study you have blessed us with today, and ask that we will have an open heart and sensitive ears to hear what you have for each of us today through Christ Jesus, our Lord

<mike> Rom 10:10  10  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  (KJV)

<mike> With our hearts, we believe the Father concerning what He says is right and true, and we subsequently confess this with our mouth and in our lives. In fact, it is a way of life for the new man, which we are.

<mike> So why don't we always operate with this confidence? Put another way, what happens to our hearing at times that frustrates (hinders) this process of hearing the Father and believing him from the heart? (i.e., hearing heavenly things)

<disciple> our own thinking and our fleshly will gets in the way...creates doubt

<chosen> it gets blocked by other things

<mike> Good answers... let's look at a few hearing examples from the sower parable in Mark 4

<mike> Mark 4:15-20  15 And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.  16 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with  gladness;  17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake,  immediately they are offended. 18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word,  19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it  becometh unfruitful.  20  And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.  (KJV)

<mike> In the first 3 examples, the word is unfruitful in the hearers. Why? (in a nutshell)

<chosen> it is not allowed to become rooted into their hearts to bear fruit

<mike> Another way is the blind, carnal, natural mind enters the hearing equation. To put it in football terms, the word was "intercepted" by the  mind (in an un-renewed condition.) Old natural thinking processes frustrate the grace of God that He is trying to work in our lives.

<mike> Remember, a carnal (blind) mind is hatred, hostile, against God and His purposes.

<mike> Nicodemus was a glaring example of this process in action. Christ Jesus was explaining the new birth to him and his natural mind could not comprehend it. He was trying to understand heavenly things with an earthly mind (intercepted.)

<mike> John 3:9-12  9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be?  10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things?  11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness.  12  If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?  (KJV)

<mike> This can happen to us if we allow the old natural thinking processes to frustrate (i.e., set aside, or reject) what we are hearing in our hearts.

<mike> So how do we ensure that we end up as the fourth example in the sower parable? (i.e., having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.)

<disciple> hear His Word and guard it in our hearts, not giving heed to anything that doesn't line up with the truth

<mike> Rom 12:2  2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  (KJV)

<mike> We need to be continually mindful (and "RE-MINDFUL") of what our Father is speaking to us about. If we don't understand something right away, we need to be patient until we do (even if it takes a while for us to finally understand completely.)

<mike> We need to ask Him specific questions about what we are hearing (if we have them) and expect specific answers. God is a Father to us... and will be very detailed in His responses to us.

<mike> Isn't all effective communications give and take? With anyone?

<chosen> yes <disciple> yes

<mike> In fact, Father asks us to come boldly before Him.

<mike> Heb 10:19-23  19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,  20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh;  21 And having an high priest over the house of God;  22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies  washed with pure water.  23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)  (KJV)

<mike> We are sons and daughters to our Father (and very precious to Him.) We simply need to be mindful of what He is telling us (no matter how things may appear outwardly), and quick to do what He is asking (when action is required.)

<mike> In closing, I wanted to share a verse from the prophets (that is now unveiled to us) which addresses hearing from the heart (with a renewed mind) and the results (as in the good example in the sower parable:)

<mike> Jer 7:23  23 But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well unto you.  (KJV)

<mike> With our heart, we believe the Father concerning what He says is right and true, and we subsequently confess this with our mouth and in our lives. In fact, it is a way of life for the new man, which we are. Things are well with us in Christ.

<mike> Today, will we all monitor our thoughts and patiently not allow our Fathers grace and purposes to be confused in our lives?
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