1 August 2005 Monday Bible study.

<open-text> Father we thank you for this day and this time that we can come before you through Jesus Christ with praise and thanksgiving in our heart, to receive of and from you that which we have need of to sustain us and nourish us this day.

<open-text> Rom 13:8, Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.  KJV

<open-text> God set the perfect example for us, by so loving the world, that He gave His only begotten Son in and on our behalf(John 3:16).

<open-text> The thing that most people miss, or fail to comprehend that within this example we do see the express manifestation of His love for us, the patience that He does have with us, and the tolerance that is always there. Yet, how often is it that we allow these characteristic to be manifest through us?

<disciple> not always seen, but always working on getting better in these areas

<chosen> only while we're in union with Christ

<at-peace> should be at all times

…longsuffering, patient
…allowing God’s love, truth and compassion to always  be manifest through us regardless if one is taking heed or not.

<opentext> Now, one will expect these characteristics from God, as well as those who call themselves Christians, but how often is it that we are then willing to show these to others through our life?

<at-peace> the more one grows in Christ, the more willing one becomes

<chosen> when we are being the servant of all

<at-peace> depends on where our heart is 
..being instant in season and out of season always willing.
<opentext> The love yes, the patience sometimes, and the tolerance...

<opentext> Often times one forgets the love that Father has shown to them(James 1:23-24). Jesus Christ said that we are to come and follow Him(Matt 16:24). Paul says we are to owe no man anything but love. Faith works by love(Gal 5:6). 

opentext> All too often the example that the world has set is what people will have the tendency to follow and emulate. And often times the people that people choose to imitate are those that are living and operating in the flesh.
…be not conformed to this world.. love not the world neither the things that are in the world… come out from among them and be ye separate…only imitating Christ.
<opentext> Do you remember what is the first thing listed in what shows the manifestation of the Spirit of God within a person's life?

<disciple> good… i can't remember...lol

<at-peace> love

<opentext> Love is the first of the fruit of the Spirit that is manifest within one's life(Gal 5:22-23). Then there is the joy; and the joy of the Lord is our strength(Neh 8:10).

<opentext> But, what is joy to you?

<disciple> the peace i have when walking in the spirit and not fulfilling the lusts of the flesh

<at-peace> freedom in Christ
<chosen> God's love  which is manifest within me and through me

<opentext> Good answers. Joy = calm delight. When God's love is manifest in one's life, then there is a calm delight, a confidence in knowing who it is that we serve, and that trust and confidence that that love will not fail us.

<opentext> Heb 12:2, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. (KJV)

<opentext> The calm delight in pleasing the Father, because one is well aware of His love.

<opentext> So if a person is able to accept Father's love, then there will be a calm delight within their life, and God's peace will be there regardless of what the external circumstances may try to dictate.

<opentext> Then after the peace, there is longsuffering. What does long suffering mean to you?
<chosen> persistence in doing what's righteous, no matter what

<disciple> tolerance...not of evil...but patient endurance 

<at-peace> continuance... putting away the flesh regardless of what others are doing and press forward 

<opentext> Patient endurance. Now we know at times that we do not have that with God, and if we do not have it with Him, what is it then that we manifest to those who are around us?

<at-peace> inconsistency

<disciple> always on the edge of a temper about to blow…not the peace of God within us, and lack of love toward others

<opentext> As we continue the progression then within one's life, after the love we have the joy of the Lord, which brings about His peace within our life which passes the understanding of the lower nature(Phil 4:7) and gives us a calm delight regardless of the external circumstances(Phil 4:11), which allows one to patiently endure that which is going on around them.
Matt 24:13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. (KJV)

<opentext> Then is says that we are to be gentle. What does that mean to you?

<disciple> being kind to others, not judgmental

<chosen> meekness
<opentext> Moral excellence. A vessel fit for the master's use. And this we can see clearly within the gospels in the life of Jesus Christ. A way that i like to look at this, is that the life of Jesus Christ brought conviction upon those who were seeking. …wise as a serpent ….harmless as a dove
…showing the way through example
<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul tells us that there in no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus(Rom 8:1). Now were all of the people appreciative of the life and lifestyle of Jesus Christ?

<chosen> no   <at-peace> no   <disciple> no

<opentext> No, the majority were not appreciative of His life. Yet, His life did bring forth gentleness, moral excellence.

John 15:25 But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause. (KJV)
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