Bible Study Monday 1 April 2002 

Is your faith based on popular opinion, or Biblical fact?


 

Romans 9:33 As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. KJV


 


Seldom, does one understand what they believe, or why they believe, other than this is what they were taught. In school, one learned what was taught in history classes, only to find out years later, that much of what they had been taught, was based in and on one or several people’s opinions, rather than in and on all of the facts.

 


Isn’t it true that many of us learned of religion at a very early age? Yet, as one searched the truth of God’s Word, how many of those things that we were taught concerning religion were in agreement with that which the Bible says?

 


The Bible tells us that there is but one Lord, and one faith. So, the question is, why then is there so much division in that which is called the Church? Could it be that people are much busier defending man’s opinions, rather than taking a clear and decisive stand for the Word of God?

 

1 Corinthians 3:3 you are still unspiritual. For so long as jealousy and strife continue among you, can it be denied that you are unspiritual and are living and acting like mere men of the world? (Weymouth translation)

 


How often do you hear people defend their stand or position on something, by saying that this is what so and so said, or so and so taught? 

 

1 Corinthians 1:11-13 For I have been distinctly informed, my brethren, about you by Chloe's 

people, that there are dissensions among you. What I mean is that each of you is a partisan. One 

man says "I belong to Paul;" another "I belong to Apollos;" a third "I belong to Peter;" a fourth 

"I belong to Christ."  Is the Christ in fragments? Is it Paul who was crucified on your behalf? Or 
were you baptized to be Paul's adherents? (Weymouth translation)

 


He expostulates with them upon their discord and quarrels: "Is Christ divided? No, there is but one Christ, and therefore Christians should be on one heart. Was Paul crucified for you? Was he your sacrifice and atonement? Did I ever pretend to be your saviour, or any more than his minister? Or, were you baptized in the name of Paul? Were you devoted to my service, or engaged to be my disciples, by that sacred rite? Did I challenge that right in you, or dependence from you, which is the proper claim of your God and Redeemer?" No; ministers, however instrumental they are of good to us, are not to be put in Christ's stead. They are not to usurp Christ's authority, nor encourage any thing in the people that looks like transferring his authority to them. He is our Saviour and sacrifice, he is our Lord and guide. And happy were it for the churches if there were no name of distinction among them, as Christ is not divided. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

1 John 2:27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. (KJV)

 

1 John 2:27 And as for you, the anointing which you received from Him remains within you, and 
there is no need for any one to teach you. But since His anointing gives you instruction in all 
things--and is true and is no falsehood--you are continuing in union with Him even as it has 
taught you to do. (Weymouth translation)

 


If one looks at and closely observes the life of Jesus Christ, they will see that He only taught and proclaimed that which He heard from the Father. Did this make Him popular with the religious leaders?

 

Isaiah 53:3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. KJV

 


Wasn’t it the same people that a week earlier, had proclaimed Him their king; that now in a fury called for His death? What did He do to be worthy of this? The same people that clamored after Him for some miracle or sign, were now the ones that not only despised Him, but rejected all that He stood for. They now turned their backs to Him. Is this how you react, when things do not quite go the way, you think that they should?

 

[He is despised] This requires no explanation; and it needs no comment to show that it was fulfilled. The Redeemer was eminently the object of contempt and scorn alike by the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the Romans. In his life on earth it was so; in his death it was still so; and since then, his name and person have been extensively the object of contempt. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

[Rejected of men] This phrase is full of meaning, and in three words states the whole history of man in regard to his treatment of the Redeemer. The name `The Rejected of Men, ' will express all the melancholy history; rejected by the Jews; by the rich; the great and the learned; by the mass of people of every grade, and age, and rank. No prophecy was ever more strikingly fulfilled; none could condense more significancy into few words. (From Barnes' Notes)
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