19 October 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for your Word which you have prepared for us this day and we pray that we will allow it into our hearts and minds,... we acknowledge that it is only by and through your love that it is possible for us to walk on your strait and narrow path and we pray that we will allow your love to lead us in your way this day, through Christ Jesus

 

<opentext> There are a few things that we will cover this week before resuming our study on Roman's 9 next Monday.

 

<opentext> Heb 3:13-14, 13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; KJV

 

<opentext> One is saved by grace through faith (Eph 2:8-9); that is, when one is able to hear and see God's love, then they are able to partake in the goodness of God.

<opentext> Now we know that the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, who is given to us (Rom 5:5); yet, how often is it that one is really confident of the good work that God has begun within us [the believer] (Phil 1:6)?

<disciple> we don't recognize that occasionally

<chosen> not always

 

one can only be confident when they know they have done all to please our Father.

<opentext> From the parable of the sower, we know that the devil comes immediately to take away the Word of faith which is sown in the heart (Mark 4:14-20). This is why Paul tells us that we have hold fast the "beginning" of our confidence, stedfast until the end.

<opentext> As Father reveals things to us [the believer], how quickly is it that the devil tries to distract one from that which God has revealed to them?

<disciple> he immediately tries to make us doubt what we are hearing

<at-peace> immediately…thief seeks to steal, kill, and destroy that which was sown in the heart 
 
John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. (KJV)

1 Pet 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: (KJV)

<opentext> And even as Father reveals things to us, does one always believe that which Father does show us?

<disciple> sometimes i doubt that i heard clearly

<chosen^> doubt creeps in when things don't go as we think they should

 
Rom 3:4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. (KJV)

<opentext> Holding fast ones confidence from "the beginning". Being confident of the good work that has begun within us, by our partaking in and of Christ. And for this to happen, one has to hold fast the profession of faith [complete compliance with the Message once delivered by Christ] without wavering (Heb 10:23).

Prov 3:5-8 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. (KJV)

<opentext> Without wavering, without doubting, without hesitation. Yet, is one always quick to hear, believe and respond to that which God reveals to them?

<chosen^> no                <disciple> not always

<at-peace> not always, at times one is slow to respond

 
Prov 4:13 Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life. (KJV)

<opentext> Why is that? For we know that which Father reveals to us, is imperative for our spiritual well being, the very essence of life?

<disciple> not believing that i heard clearly or because i don't understand why

<at-peace> at times one allows the flesh to hinder their response and growth

 

<opentext> Think about this for a moment; if you were in the ocean, and had been there for quite sometime, and all of a sudden someone came along and threw you a life saver, how hard would you cling to that means of rescue and deliverance?

<at-peace> one would hold on for dear life so to speak

 

<opentext> Yet, when we hear that we should "hold fast", does one always think of it in terms as life and death? Or does one often forget that, and take this life and death matters a bit more lightly then one should?

<disciple> probably more lightly than we should...not as life and death every minute

[<chosen^> we do forget it

 
Matt 16:25-26 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? (KJV) …… life or death… He must increase and I must decrease
<opentext> Prov 4:20-23, 20 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. 21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. 22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. 23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Def. for attend: 7181  qashab-to hear, to be attentive, to heed, to incline (used of ears), to attend (used of ears), to hearken, to pay attention, to listen  a) (Qal) incline, to attend (used of ears), to hearken, to pay attention, to listen  b) (Hiphil) to pay attention, to give attention……. (observe & study to be quiet)
<opentext> When Father is speaking to us, does one always give Him their full attention?

<chosen^> no     <disciple> no

 at times one allows their mind to wander
<opentext> And if one is not being fully attentive to that which Father is speaking to us, how is it possible then that one can hold fast their confidence from the beginning, seeing as how they are not being attentive to all that Father is speaking to them?

<at-peace> one can only be confident when they know they have heard (been attentive) and done all to please Father

<disciple> it would be difficult without hearing the whole Word of God

 

<opentext> So we can see then how imperative it is, that one gives full attention to each and every word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God (Matt 4:4). It is a matter of life and death. We will continue in Pro 4 tomorrow, any questions or comments from today's study?

 
John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV)

Prov 30:5 Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. (KJV)

 (
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Confidence:

5287  hupostasis-

1) a setting or placing under; a thing put under, a substructure, a foundation 

2) what has foundation, what is firm 

a) what has actual existence; a substance, a real being 

b) the substantial quality, nature, used of a person or thing 

c) the steadfastness of mind, a firmness, courage, a resolution, confidence, firm trust, assurance
steadfast = stable, without waivering

