19 May 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> Father we thank you for your faithfulness, for bringing us together to share your Word and allow it to build us, encourage us and challenge us to grow closer to you. We pray that we will maintain a servant heart and attitude this day so that in all things we will submit to your authority and wisdom, through Christ Jesus within us

 

<opentext> Rom 12:12, 12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; 13, Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. KJV

 

<opentext> A calm and expectant heart, that remains constant regardless of the external conflicts by maintaining a continual relationship with the Father by and through one's active participation in the divine nature of Christ.

<opentext> We know that our Father knows that which we have need of before we ask. And how often has it been, that someone has said or did something for us, without realizing that they were used by God to supply exactly that which we had need of at that very moment?

<at-peace> there have been many times   <chosen> lots of times and continually

<helpmate> He never said how or by who He was going to supply our needs

<opentext> And how often has God used us in the same way, to minister to someone else, without us being aware of it until after the fact?

<at-peace> many times     <chosen> often     <helpmate> yes, many

<opentext> Yet does one always think of ministering to someone else when it talks of necessities?

<helpmate> not always     <chosen> not always      <at-peace> no, not always

<opentext> How often is it that one puts the physical needs or requirements ahead of the spiritual?

<helpmate> too many times

<chosen> the spiritual should always come first and the physical will follow after

<at-peace> probably more often than one would like to admit

<opentext> So we can see then how verse 12 is essential if one is going to be able to be used by God to minister or assist other members of the family.

<opentext> Now who would you want ministering to you in a tough situation, one who had a calm and expectant heart, or someone who was as worried and up tight as you were?

<at-peace> one who had a calm and expectant heart

<chosen> someone who was calmly expectant and encouraging me in the Word

<helpmate> definitely not someone who was in the same place as i was

<opentext> Would you want someone ministering to you who was as quick to acknowledge the problem as you were, or someone who kept reminding you of the proper solution?

<chosen> someone who could see the solution and the victory in Christ and reminded me of that victory

<helpmate> proper solutions keeps one moving forward

<at-peace> one who kept reminding me of the proper solution which can only be found in Christ

<opentext> How often is it that when we read the gospels, that we can see most everyone around Jesus Christ being negative and not able to see what God was able to accomplish through Him, but rather spoke in the negative. Just as when Jesus Christ went to see the young girl, and the people said she was dead, but He said she but slept. Or with Lazarus, if only He would have been there sooner.

<opentext> So we can see how essential it is to have an expectant heart within us, because our active participation in and of the divine nature of Christ allows us to bring the peace of God on the scene with us.

<opentext> And if one has an expectant heart, then they will know that God is greater then any situation that they may face, and thus not allow the external circumstances to try to dictate to them, but rather hold God to be true and every man a liar.

<opentext> Now be honest, when going through tough times, and things may appear very bleak, does it sometimes bother you that there is someone around that will only remind you of God's promises and not acknowledge the negative that is engulfing you at that moment?

<helpmate> sometimes yes.....MR PICKY

<chosen> there have been times yes, but then other times i have sought that out 

<opentext> So we can then see what it takes to be that example of the believer, so that we can be that vessel that Father can and will use to minister to and for the necessities of His family. Thus we can see why it is essential that we pray without ceasing. That we develop a constant and consistent loving relationship with the Father, so that we realize and understand how it is that He always has our best interest at heart.

<opentext> Yet, how easy is it at times, that one confuses their wants with that which is needed?

<helpmate> anytime that one does not keep their mind renewed in His word and are being lead by the flesh

<at-peace> easy to do when not paying attention

<opentext> Would you rather receive a bouquet of roses or thistles?

<helpmate> roses of course     <at-peace> roses of course     <chosen> roses

<opentext> So we can see then that it takes a proper approach as well to have someone open to receive that which they have need of. That one has to be hospitable to those around if they are going to make them feel relaxed enough to hear the counsel that God has for them.

<opentext> In other words, the Word can be delivered with a hammer, or served on a tray. Which would you prefer?

<helpmate> on a tray     <chosen> a tray     <at-peace> on a tray
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