Bible Study Wednesday 19 June 2002

God                                                     devil 

             Life                                                      death              
Proverbs 18:21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof. KJV
In all things, there is the choice between life, and death. Yet, how often do we see this distinction as being this clear?

 

We often forget, that with the mouth, confession is made unto salvation. 

 

Romans 10:10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. KJV

So then, if our mouth is not speaking in agreement with God, and His Word of life, then the opposite of that is death. And if the mouth is speaking death, then the heart must be in agreement, for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.

 

It is by our words that one will be justified, or by their words they will be condemned.

Matthew 12:36-37 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. KJV

 

Matthew 12:36-37 So I tell you, for every worthless word<q> that men utter they will have to give account on the day of judgment; 37.  for it is by your words that you will be acquitted and by your words that you will be condemned." (William's New Testament)

 

[By thy words thou shalt be justified] That is, the whole tenor of thy conversation will be an evidence for or against thee, in the great day.-- How many are there who count words for nothing! and yet eternity often depends on them. Lord, put a watch before the door of my lips! is a prayer proper for all men. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

[1.] That God takes notice of every word we say, even that which we ourselves do not notice. See <Psalm 139:4>. Not a word in my tongue but thou knowest it: though spoken without regard or design, God takes cognizance of it... (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Whether or not one agrees with God and His Word, it is His word that is the standard by which all men shall be judged.

 

[2.] that vain, idle, impertinent talk is displeasing to God, which tends not to any good purpose, is not good to any use of edifying; it is the product of a vain and trifling heart. These idle words are the same with that foolish talking and jesting which is forbidden, <Eph. 5:4>. This is that sin which is seldom wanting in the multitude of words, unprofitable talk, <Job 15:3>... (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

How often does one think that it is of little importance or consequence of what words they use?

 

[3.] we must shortly account for these idle words; they will be produced in evidence against us, to prove us unprofitable servants, that have not improved the faculties of reason and speech, which are part of the talents we are entrusted with. If we repent not of our idle words, and our account for them be not balanced by the blood of Christ, we are undone. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Our own words will either justify us before God, or they will condemn us. It is all a matter of who’s side one chooses to be on.

 

Note, The constant tenor of our discourse, according as it is gracious or not gracious, will be an evidence for us, or against us, at the great day. Those who seemed to be religious, but bridled not their tongue, will then be found to have put a cheat upon themselves with a vain religion, (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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