19 January 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

<opentext> Father, we come before you with thanksgiving in our heart, for the gift of life that you have made available to us by and through Christ Jesus. Let us be attentive to hear your every word, that we may utilize that which is able to sustain us unto eternal life.

<opentext> Rom 11:13-14, 13 For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office: 14 If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and might save some of them. KJV

<opentext> As Peter says, be ready to have an answer, for every man that asks a reason of the hope which is in you (1Peter 3:15-17).

Being the example of the believers (1Tim 4:12-16)

Make your calling and election sure (2Peter 1:10-11)
2 Tim 4:2-5 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. (KJV)

<opentext> So unless one is going to recognize their call by God, and do all that they can to please Him, they will never give anyone a reason to ask of the hope that is in them. Living that life which will be pleasing to God.

<opentext> Now many are able to talk a good plan, but how often is it that their life never matches that which they talk about?

<disciple> most don't walk in line in line with the Word, even though they claim Christianity as their life

<chosen> often, they have a head knowledge and not a heart knowledge

<mike> many are snared by the religious systems they support

Being a doer and not a hearer only

<opentext> So then we can see that one has to have confidence in the work that Father has begun within them, but also the confidence and trust to allow Him to bring this work to completion (Phil 1:6). Being the head and not the tail…. 
Deut 28:13 And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them: (KJV)

<opentext> As much as Paul wanted to return to minister to his people [Israel], Paul had trust and confidence in that which God asked of him, even though his flesh wanted to help his  people.

<opentext> How often does one's fleshly ties interfere with that which God has asked of us, and required of us?

<chosen> they will hold us captive and slave to the old nature until we choose to be that living sacrifice (Rom 12:1) to Father alone

<disciple> sometimes we don't realize the interference until afterwards, and realize what we missed hearing

<opentext> As we talked about briefly yesterday, how much of the old life and lifestyle does it take to infect one with the wrong thoughts and ideas?

<chosen> a speck

<mike> i have found that it takes one idle word at times to set the old man in motion

<opentext> So we can see then that Paul recognized where he came from, but now saw and understood Father's calling in and on his life, and that which Father was asking of him, regardless of the leanings and pulling of the flesh. Paul had to trust God, that He was faithful in that which he promised (Heb 10:23), for Paul to immerse himself in the task Father had given him.

<opentext> How often do we explicitly trust that which Father has promised to do, or does one sometimes have the tendency to want to try to help God out?

<disciple> we sometimes want to help Father, as if we could

<chosen> at times we want to try to give Him a hand

<at-peace> at times when one does not have complete trust in whatever area in one's walk it may be, one usually will try to help God out having allowed doubt to enter in

<opentext> We can then see how Paul was trusting God, by Paul being faithful to that which He asked of him; and if Paul did his part, then God would be able to do His.

<opentext> And the deeper and further one gets into their relationship with God [understanding of the mystery] then the easier it is to have an intimate personal relationship with the Father, yet the harder it is to see and comprehend how and why everyone else does not see the simplicity that you see.

<opentext> And even though we know that this continuing revelation comes from the Father, how often does one then think or assume that they can help or assist others to see?

<chosen> we need to put all our effort and focus into working out our own salvation, rather than trying to work our someone else’s

<at-peace> the best way for others to see is by being the example of God's love, Christ in us the hope of glory (Col 1:27)... at times though when one's thinking gets in the way one will try to help 

<mike> whose faith follow beholding their behavior

1 Pet 2:12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. (KJV)

<opentext> So we can how imperative it is that one stays focused in and on the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus (Phil 3:14), regardless of what the external circumstances present before us (Phil 4:11-13). As well as that confidence and trust in the work which He has begun within us.

<opentext> Would you be more apt to be inquisitive of someone who was constantly being tossed to and fro; or would you be more apt to inquire of someone who had put their hand to the plow (Luke 9:62) and did not look back for anyone or anything?

<disciple> i would rather ask of somebody who has been consistent in the Word and their walk with Father

<chosen> that person who is pressing forward, closer to Father

<at-peace> Heb 13:7, Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. (KJV)

<opentext> Few people ever give serious thought to that which Saul of Tarsus had left behind, and what could it be that would have him now have such a fervor and zeal for God, that was no longer affected by man's traditions, rituals and doctrines. (Gal 1:15-24 thru Gal 2)
<opentext> So we can see how that just our relationship with God, can have more affect on people then all of our own words that we can try to throw out there, to try to convince people of the change that has taken place in one's life.

<opentext> Rom 11:15,  For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead? KJV

<opentext> And we should know from our own lives, that as hopeless as things may appear, isn't their always hope for every person as long as they still have the breathe of life within them?

<chosen> yes always    <at-peace> yes    <mike> yes

<opentext> To be that example of the believer in every word we speak, in every conversation we have in every manner and aspect of how we live and conduct our life.
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