19 January 2004 Monday Food for thought!

 

<chosen> Father we thank you for all your blessings that you freely make available to us, we thank you for your love and for being concerned about every aspect of our lives... we pray that we will be as quick to hear your Word this day, as you are quick to prepare our daily bread for us... we thank you for your words of life that you have to share with us now, through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:9-10, 9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. KJV

 

<opentext> People often forget about how it is that God communicates with us. The lower nature is not able to see or hear the things of God, not matter how hard one strains or studies to try to obtain and ascertain the things of God. Eye does not see, nor the ear of man hear the things relating to and of God, however, they are revealed to us by His Spirit.

 

<opentext> So does a person first see and then hear what God is communicating to them; or does one hear and then see? Or is each instance as God sees best for us?

<disciple> it is as Father sees our need, and supplies it in His way

<chosen> He knows what is the best way to help us to grasp what He wants to share with us at that time

<d-h> j: each situation would be different

 

<opentext> Luke 2:25-27, 25 And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 26 And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came by the Spirit into the temple:  KJV

 

<opentext> It was revealed to Simeon, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. How often does one wait upon the Lord to have revealed to them, that which is necessary for their life this day? Or, does one press ahead, and hope that God guides them?

 

<disciple> have at many times went ahead with my own agenda, and hoped that Father would bless my efforts  :-(

<at-peace> one should wait upon the Lord... the steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord

<chosen> sometimes we get in too much of a hurry and get ahead of Father

 

<opentext> Luke 2:27-30, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, 28 Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said,29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: 30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, KJV

<opentext> Simeon, regardless of what the world saw and declared, was not moved or swayed by what they said. Those in the flesh saw the child Jesus brought into the temple; Simeon, by revelation, saw the Lord's Christ. All there were occupying the same space and place in time, yet Simeon saw that which the eye of man could not see, nor the ear of man could not hear. Rather, Simeon was moved by revelation; that is that which God wanted to uncover, to disclose, to make plain before Simeon. How often is a person persuaded to see with the eyes of the lower nature, because of that which the crowd proclaims?

<disciple> we should always line up everything we see or hear with the Word of God, and not be moved away from those holy scriptures

<d-h> j: whenever they allow fear to enter 

<d-h> enter in

<chosen> sometimes easy to believe the physical circumstances and then we miss what Father has to show us in the Spirit

<d-h> g: when they are already walking by sight and not by faith

 

<opentext> How often does one try to hear what others are sharing, rather then to hear the specifics that God has for the individual? In other words, when someone else shares, and it is not what you heard, does one then immediately assume that they did not hear God?

<disciple> when one is relying on a person for answers, and not seeking Father for what that individual needs to hear and see

<d-h> g: no, one has to take it all to Father and take time to chew it, rightly dividing what was shared

<disciple> one has to listen to hear what Father is sharing with them, not try to apply what someone else heard to their own life

 

<opentext> Gal 1:11-12, 11 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. KJV

 

<opentext> Paul was given volumes of information by man in all of the schooling that he received in the world. And we can see here, that Paul is quick to tell us, that his relationship with God by and through Christ, was not by what any man or person had related to him, rather that it was all by revelation. It was by that which God revealed, uncovered, disclosed to Paul in and by the Spirit of God.

<opentext> For all the words over the years that Father has had me place on the screen before you, i have not been able to teach you anything concerning the love or nature of God. Everything that you have heard, and seen and come to comprehend of the love and nature of God, has come by revelation for the Spirit of God.

 

<opentext> If you watch a movie, and you are able to be ministered to by the message of the image that you perceive on the screen; is it the image that spoke to you, or the projector that presented the image?

<mike> the projector

<disciple> no, it is Father that has revealed a message by His Spirit

<disciple> He should always be our only projector.

 

<opentext> The projector was used to project the image. Yet, the projector could not create the image, but rather only communicate the image that was presented to it.

<opentext> 2 Cor 4:4, In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Within each and every believer, is the light of the glorious gospel of Christ. Each believer, has the ability by keeping the lower nature in subjection, to project the image of God to the world around them. Now, just as in the instance of Simeon, he saw and projected the Lord's Christ, even though everyone else observed the child Jesus.

 

<opentext> Philem 6, That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus. KJV

 

<opentext> That which God reveals to you, you are able to communicate, to project to all that are around you. Even if they do not see, or hear or respond does not diminish that which you have received. You, the believer only have to be faithful and responsible for that which Father asks of you, in order to project the nature of Christ from you, to a lost and dying world.

 

<opentext> Today, will you allow God to use you, to communicate [reveal] His love to all those that you will come in contact with?

 

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<mike> 0/

<opentext> yes mike

<mike> a thought...I'm just starting to realize how the revelation of Christ (a word fitly spoken), no matter how small it seems, may be like the mustard seed in my own life or the life of another when I share.

<opentext> exactly brother....in the past, we tried to grade our presentation by how people responded or acted, rather then hearing that we pleased Father by our obedience, and thus ignore the faces of those around us.

<opentext> any other questions or comments

<d-h> o/

<opentext> yes d-h

<d-h> opentext> If you watch a movie, and you are able to be ministered to by the message of the image that you perceive on the screen; is it the image that spoke to you, or the projector that presented the image?

g: was meditating that the person who spoke to me was the director, who has the final say in how the movie is written, acted, filmed and edited, in our case Father

<opentext> how much confidence does one have in that which Father is doing within them?
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