19 August 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time, to gather before you to receive the bread of life and the living waters which is able to make us wise unto salvation, by active participation in the divine nature of Christ.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:29-30, 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. KJV

 

<opentext> God set His purpose and plan into motion, and made a way for mankind to be able to obtain reconciliation by and through Christ Jesus, in His masterful plan of redemption and salvation.

<opentext> And we see this masterful plan unfold in the life of Jesus of Nazareth, with the indwelling of the Spirit of Christ within Him (Acts 10:38), thus setting the example of life in His Spirit for us to follow.

<opentext> Note how Paul says that "He might be" the firstborn among many brethren. The way is set and established by and through Christ Jesus (John 14:6), yet God left the choice, the decision up to each individual. And the same choice that faces each of us at this place and point in time.

<opentext> God has given us the invitation into His family (John 3:16-17, Matt 18:22), and it is obtainable for each and every person. With such great love, and such a great gift before us, why is it that so many refuse this gift?

<disciple> most don't trust what they can't physically see...they don't have a clue what it means to walk by faith

<greg> they love the things of this present life more than the things God has for those that reciprocate His love (Matt 18:18-25)
<greg> they would rather partake of the old wine than the new (Luke 5:39)
<opentext> The lower nature or the flesh then, is what hinders each and every person, even those that have been delivered. So then why is it that those who believe then have such a struggle at times as well?

<greg> many think they can combine the old and new, which actually they end up lukewarm and worse off

Luke 5:36-39 And he spake also a parable unto them; No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with the old. And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish. But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are preserved. No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is better. (KJV)

Rev 3:16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. (KJV)

<disciple> we forget we can't do it on our own, and begin to struggle in the flesh to try and please Father

<opentext> The Word tells us not to lean to our own understanding (Prov 3:5-6), that is, the old way of thinking. Rather, that we should be transformed by the renewing of our mind with His Word of life (Rom 12:2). So if we know that His Word is crucial for life, why is it that we still ignore it so often?

<helpmate> it is something that we have to work at and most are too lazy

<greg> with what measure one gives, is measured back their way (Mark 4:24-25), so if they ignore God, then it should not be a surprise if they don’t get results from their prayers

<chosen> the cares of this world..... choking out the Word (Mark 4:19)
<opentext> Paul said that to those that He called, those He also justified. So if God already justified me, why should there be anything that I have to do? Shouldn't it then be all automatic?

<helpmate> NO

<greg> it now becomes a spiritual maintenance plan, keeping the shield of faith up and operational

<disciple> it is there for the taking...it is up to us to utilize that Gift...not enough that it's given, it also has to be unwrapped and used

<helpmate> we have to do our part to show Him that we are worthy to share eternity with Them…..2 Tim 2:15

<opentext> So we can see then that each person has to work out their own salvation (Phil 2:12). That it is up to the individual to study to show themselves approved unto God, a worthy workman, that because of putting forth a maximum effort to please God, that they will have no reason to be ashamed of this Gospel they have lived (2Tim 2:15).

<opentext> Yet, how often does one allow the attitudes and actions of others, to affect their relationship with God?

<helpmate> for most, the change is so gradual, they don't even notice

<disciple> that happens too often...we have to ignore the physical actions of others, and only walk in the Spirit

<chosen> when they are aiming to please man

<opentext> Now stop and ponder for a moment, that Jesus Christ had no one else likeminded around Him. And yet, regardless of the circumstances, He was able to stay focused in and on the mark of the prize.

<opentext> And, we are told, that without a vision [ a clear focus in and on the revelation of the mystery] the people will perish (Prov 29:18). So if one's vision becomes clouded or blurred, how sure can they be of the way they are traveling?

<disciple> they can't be...they are only looking at themselves in a mirror...rather than seeing the glorious gospel of Christ Jesus

<chosen> they can't be... it would be uncertain

<opentext> So then, as soon as one's standard for justification with Father, is anything other then the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, what has happened to a persons focus and desire?

<disciple> it has become distorted     <chosen> distortion

<helpmate> it had strayed from that strait and narrow path

<opentext> So let's remember the start of this chapter again for a moment, where Paul tells us that there is no condemnation to those who are in union with Christ Jesus. That is those that live in, and walk after the path set forth for us by the Spirit of Christ.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:30 After God made that decision of what his children should be like, he followed it up by calling people by name. After he called them by name, he set them on a solid basis with himself. And then, after getting them established, he stayed with them to the end, gloriously completing what he had begun.  (from THE MESSAGE © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

2 Tim 2:19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. (KJV)

1 Cor 3:11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. (KJV)

1 Pet 5:10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. (KJV)

Phil 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<helpmate> He stayed with them...it was their choice to leave...Father said He would never leave us or forsake us…..some shall depart

Heb 13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. (KJV)

1 Tim 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; (KJV)

<opentext> So we can see then why God has Paul putting this forth as he did. That there is an order and purpose for all that God has done. And since it was us that sinned, we have to follow His plan for deliverance and safety from this present evil world that we are journeying through.

<opentext> God knows what it is that we need to overcome any and all temptations that we may face, in order to hear His invitation, respond accordingly to that invitation, in order to be accepted into the feast. All have received the invitation, yet few want to attend His feast, because their sight and vision is still only guided by their lower nature, as they have never desired, not sought after a true spiritual relationship with Him. (Matt 22:2-14, John 4:23-24)
<opentext> One cannot be concerned with what anyone else is doing, as it is our salvation that has to be the number one priority in our life. One has to continue on that strait and narrow path (Matt 7:13-14), that trail that Jesus of Nazareth blazed for us, by hearing and obeying the Spirit of Christ within (John 12:49-50, John 8:29). This is the example of the believer that Father seeks from us. (1Tim 4:12-16)
 

(      Copyright © 2004 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
Matt 16:24-26  Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? (KJV)

