Bible Study Monday 19 August 2002

 

Does one take a speed bump as a warning (which it is), or as an irritation (annoyance, nuisance, bother, frustration)? How often does one take God’s Word the same way?

 

James 3:11 Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter? (KJV)

 

1 Corinthians 4:14 I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. (KJV)

 

Paul was not out to belittle the people. We do not make fun of people because of their sin. And yet, at the same time, we cannot allow sin to go on. God's Word is given to bring doctrine (Biblical principles, guidelines) for one to live by, which will correct an area that is out of line in a person’s life, and then bring light on how to correct the situation, so that one can then continue on the strait and narrow path, walking in His righteousness.

 

 Note, In reproving for sin, we should have a tender regard to the reputation, as well as the reformation, of the sinner. We should aim to distinguish between them and their sins, and take care not to discover any spite against them ourselves, nor expose them to contempt and reproach in the world. Reproofs that expose commonly do but exasperate, when those that kindly and affectionately warn are likely to reform. When the affections of a father mingle with the admonitions of a minister, it is to be hoped that they may at once melt and mend; but to lash like an enemy or executioner will provoke and render obstinate. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

Acts 20:29-31 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. (KJV)
 

When one reads the Word, they often only look at what is being written for those people to whom it was being written or penned at that time. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever; therefore, His Word is as relevant for us today, as the day that it was penned.

 

Colossians 1:27-28 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: (KJV)
 

They warned everyone-- they showed every man his danger; they proved that both Jews and Gentiles were under sin; and that the wrath of God was revealed against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men; that time and life were uncertain; and that now was the day of salvation. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

They taught every man in all wisdom-- they considered the world in a state of ignorance and darkness, every man being through sin ignorant of himself and God; and the apostles taught them to know themselves, namely, that they were sinners, wretched, helpless, and perishing; and they taught them to know God, in his purity, justice, and truth, and in his mercy through Christ Jesus. Thus they instructed men in all wisdom; for the knowledge of a man's self and his God constitutes all that is essentially necessary to be known for present and eternal happiness. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Every man has need to be warned and taught, and therefore let every man have his share. Observe, First, When we warn people of what they do amiss, we must teach them to do better: warning and teaching must go together. (From Matthew Henry’s Commentary)
Secondly, Men must be warned and taught in all wisdom. We must choose the fittest seasons, and use the likeliest means, and accommodate ourselves to the different circumstances and capacities of those we have to do with, and teach them as they are able to bear. That which he aimed at was to present every man perfect in Christ Jesus, teleios, either perfect in the knowledge of the Christian doctrine. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

1 Thessalonians 5:14-15 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men. 15 See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men. (KJV)
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