19 April 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for all that you have freely given to us and blessed us with through your Son Christ Jesus,... we pray that we will never take for granted all of your blessings and always be mindful of your love for us and in us, and allow it to shine through us... thank you for preparing our daily bread for us this day as we keep our hearts and minds open to your Spirit.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:9-10, 9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. KJV

 

<opentext> Jesus Christ gave His life for us. He stayed focused in and on that which was pleasing to the Father. If one looks at the circumstances, rather the focused in and on Father, how easy is it to become complacent, or even misdirected?

<chosen> very easy    <disciple> very easy

 

<opentext> Jesus Christ was the forerunner Paul tells us, He went ahead, and showed us how to overcome by the example He set and lived, and then made the ultimate sacrifice for sin, so that all obstacles would be removed from our path. Thus we can see why we are to walk by faith, and not by sight. Walking in the rights and privileges of the Word (which was purchased for us by the blood of Jesus Christ) rather then by that which this present evil world attempts to dictate to us.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:10 For by the death He died, He died to sin [ending His relation to it] once for all; and the life that He lives, He is living to God [in unbroken fellowship with Him]. AMP

 

<opentext> If one forgets that He paid the ultimate and total price for sin, is one able to maintain their walk on the strait and narrow path?

<chosen> no    <disciple> they wouldn't be concerned about it

<opentext> So then, when one strays, it is a result of that person failing to remain cognizant of the price and sacrifice that He made in and on their behalf?

 

<chosen> yes,..... taking it for granted   <disciple> yes

 

<opentext> Rom 6:11 Even so consider yourselves also dead to sin and your relation to it broken, but alive to God [living in unbroken fellowship with Him] in Christ Jesus. AMP

 

<opentext> Jesus Christ completed the task that Father asked of Him. So now it is up to us [the individual] to work out our own salvation. That is, to remain aware of the grace and mercy afforded to us by His sacrifice, so that we may live in unbroken fellowship with Him. What people often forget, is that the old nature, the old man was a slave to sin. All of it's old habits and traits were contrary to God.

 

<opentext> It is when one is able to begin to comprehend how much He first loved us, that one is then able to begin to reciprocate that love. It is when one forgets that love, or takes that love for granted, that one then begins to fall back under the habits and traits of the old nature. Thus we can see why Paul says that one has to be and remain dead to sin, so that one is able to maintain a right relationship with God.

<opentext> Man shall not live by bread alone, but by each and every word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God. Now, not many would consider quitting eating in the physical, for they know that it would only be a matter of time before the body would fail  and die. So a person does all within their power to maintain their relationship with the physical food, in order to sustain their life.

<opentext> Yet, how often does a person have and maintain the same perspective towards the spiritual food [each and every word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God]?

<disciple> should always be that way

<chosen> sometimes we let it slip slightly and then it doesn't take long before we slide all the way downhill

 

<opentext> Rom 6:11 Even so consider yourselves also dead to sin and your relation to it broken. ...So then what happens, when a person tries to restore or fix this broken relationship with the old nature?

<disciple> it can't be done

<chosen> we are trying to become entangled again in the yoke of bondage that we were set free from…and when we look back, we are no longer fit for His kingdom.

 

<opentext> Paul told us to forget those things that are behind, and to press forward. The new life in Christ has a new set of standards.

 

<opentext> Heb 2:1 It's crucial that we keep a firm grip on what we've heard so that we don't drift off. (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> It is crucial, that one keeps a firm grip in each and every word that Father has spoke to them. That they allow that which Father has spoken to them, to be totally taken in by their spiritual being, so that it becomes a very part of them.

<opentext> If we feed the Spirit with the Word of life, then that is the relationship that one will nurture and tend to. However, if one tries to restore their old ties, and feed their old nature, then it will not be long before their relationship with Father is broken.

<opentext> If one strays from the path just a small distance each step, that are not as apt to be aware of it, as if they fell out of a moving vehicle. Thus why the devil and his workers will be subtle in their attack to hinder, and eventually get a person to stray from their relationship with God. Today, doing all that one can by hearing and adhering to the Word, that one is able to maintain their right relationship with the Father.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

 

<disciple> o/             <opentext> yes miz

<disciple> without Father's guidance, there is only confusion...which then serves no purpose to live...without a vision, one will perish

<disciple> the vision is the goal of pleasing Father at all times, that we may enter into eternal life with Him

<opentext> Without Christ, people will look for reasons to live, but all will be fleeting, non-satisfying. Thus why it is so imperative, that one is able to see how much He first loved us.
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