Thursday Morning

Dec. 18

<opentext> let's pray

<opentext> Father, we come before you throne through Jesus Christ our Lord and savior. We ask Father, that your Holy Spirit be our teacher this day, that we would hear that which you have for us…the daily bread that we have need of to sustain us this day. 

<opentext> We thank you Father, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us…..and we give you Father, and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord, brother and mediator………

<^^Stowe^^> yes Father

<opentext> Eph 6:11, Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. (KJV)

<opentext> Put on!!! Have you noticed, that this verse denotes the singular tense? All too often, I hear many a Christian say, that the first thing that they do each morning, is to put on God’s armor. Why is this? It is quite plain to us to put on in the singular! It does not say a thing about removing at the end of each day.

<mizpah> that is what they have been taught by preachers

<opentext> and why have we believe them?

<^^Stowe^^> because we haven't looked ourselves to see what the Word says ...

<mizpah> because we never went to the Word to read for ourselves

<opentext> we have a Bible...aren't we supposed to look at the Bible, to se if the things they say are so?

<opentext> very good

<mizpah> yes...but most people don't

<opentext> we in the past have been lazy

<opentext> yes...exactly

<^^Stowe^^> or we have been trained to believe those in leadership without questioning

<opentext> yes, very much so

<mizpah> people like being spoon fed

<opentext> Does the spirit man sleep? Do you know? Does this concern you? Do you ever want to be without Father’s protection? Ephesians 6:11 does not say; keep putting on the whole armor of God! Father has given us the measure of the gift, Eph 4:7, Rom 12:3, and cannot, nor will not take it back. However, you can return a gift to the store. You can take off the armor of God.

<opentext> it says in the Word...that His people perish for lack of knowledge

<opentext> not the heathen

<^^Stowe^^> yes ...

<opentext> there is never a excuse for ignorance of Father's Word

<opentext> Does the spirit man sleep? 

<mizpah> nope

<^^Stowe^^> no

<opentext> exactly....

<opentext> so what protects us while we sleep?

<mizpah> the armor of God

<^^Stowe^^> the Spirit of Christ in us ..

<opentext> exactly.....how and what our mind has been renewed with

<opentext> as we look at the armor....we will find each piece represents Christ

<opentext> and a different facet of His strength

<opentext> 1746  enduo (en-doo'-o); put on; from 1722 and 1416 (in the sense of sinking into a garment); to invest with clothing (literally or figuratively):  KJV-- array, clothe (with), endue, have (put) on.  To sink into (clothing), to put on, to clothe oneself.

<opentext> Do you realize, that the only way for you to take off God’s armor, is to put Christ out of your life? We will see this more clearly, as we get more in depth in this series.

<opentext> can we stay in one place in our walk with God?

<^^Stowe^^> no, we either go forwards or backwards

<mizpah> no

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> so...if we do not take the time to renew our mind each day...what happens to us?

<mizpah> we go backwards

<^^Stowe^^> we fall back into sin ... 

<opentext> eventually...yes

<mizpah> we get weaker 

<opentext> but, we cause ourselves to become weaker..until eventually we do fall back into sin

<mizpah> yes

<opentext> The more that we decrease, (put aside the flesh), the more that Christ is able to manifest Himself in our lives. It is a constant battle to keep the body in subjection to the Spirit of God. We have spent far more time building up the flesh, then we have the spirit man.

<^^Stowe^^> yes ..

<opentext> this is why we need to see the importance of feeding the spirit man each day

<opentext> Put on the full armor of God! Most  do not hear that it is God’s armor. As such, it does not rust, dent, rot, decay, or any other such thing. It is God’s armor, and has absolutely no weak points. Since it is God’s armor, if there are failures in your life, the problem is not on Father’s end, nor can it be His fault. The problem lies within us; from our failure to hear and obey His Word. As long as we operate in and through Jesus Christ, there can be nothing

<opentext> victory is not measured by what is going on in the physical, but by where we are spiritually

<mizpah> so, all Christians have some degree of spirituality, and each one is at different points?

<opentext> how many physical possessions did Jesus Christ have when He went to the cross and the grave?

<opentext> yes miz

<^^Stowe^^> none...

<mizpah> He didn't have but his clothes and shoes

<opentext> most are on the milk of the Word....since the meat only comes as we see the mystery of Christ

<opentext> exactly stowe....and yet most Christians measure their spirituality, by what they possess in the physical realm

<opentext> 2 Cor 2:14-15, 14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savoir of his knowledge by us in every place. 15 For we are unto God a sweet savoir of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: (KJV)

<opentext> which always causeth us to triumph in Christ,

<opentext> if we stay in the Word..we always...............

<^^Stowe^^> triumph or have victory in Christ

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> so when we start falling short...where does the problem lie?

<opentext> with God?

<mizpah> with us

<opentext> yet...how often do we blame Father when things go wrong?

<opentext> Waaaahhhhhhhhhhhhhh....Father...why did yooouu let this happen to me?

<^^Stowe^^> often because we are looking for the victory in and of ourselves and not in Christ

<mizpah> that's right

<opentext> very good stowe

<opentext> @read psalms 119:105

<Chatbot> (psalms 119:105) -- Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

<opentext> when we take our eyes off of the Word....there is no light for our path

<mizpah> we can't stub our toes if we use the Word as a lamp

<opentext> lol....yes miz

<opentext> or run trunks over the toes

<^^Stowe^^> :-)

<opentext> It is the responsibility of each of us as an individual, to study Father’s Word, so that we are able to utilize His armor for the specific use that it is intended. (Many, use the sword as a hammer, trying to beat  the Word into people, or even unto submission to them.) Many forget, that this is God’s gift to each and every believer.

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:16-17, 16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. (KJV)

<opentext> Many of us forget, that Father gives us His Word for our advantage. Father already knows His Word, for it is settled in heaven. (Psalms 119:89-92) We have to take it, study and meditate upon it, that through it we would find, and maintain our spiritual health.

<opentext> @read 3john 1:2

<Chatbot> (3john 1:2) -- Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.

<opentext> Father already knows His Word and its power.....

<opentext> All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 

<NowFaithIs> o/

<opentext> the word profitable there means advantage

<opentext> yes michie

<NowFaithIs> I hate interrupt...but I am all discombobulated here!

<NowFaithIs> trying to shake the sleep off...is this the next verse in our study? triumph in Christ?

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:11

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:11) -- Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

<NowFaithIs> is this what we are discussing then? verse 11?

<opentext> yes

<NowFaithIs> ok

<NowFaithIs> think I can get myself on track now...thank you!

<opentext> Eccl 12:9-14, 9 And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs. 10 The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words of truth. 11 The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd

<opentext> 12 And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh. 13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. (KJV)

<opentext> Father has given us individuals, that can instruct us and guide us in His ways, if we will have ears to hear. All to often though, we have become dull at hearing. We do not listen to God’s Word.  Let alone allow it to work in our life. We are much busier defending man and his doctrine, then we are in taking a stand for His Word.

<^^Stowe^^> yes we are

<opentext> ...note this in verse eph 6:11.........that ye may be able to stand 

<NowFaithIs> Larry---do you think that this is due to the fact that ppl think it is too "hard" to serve Father to their fullest?

<opentext> yes...a big part of it

<^^Stowe^^> the cost is high ...

<NowFaithIs> so they tune out Father and instead lean on what they think is easy...listening to men and  their doctrine

<opentext> and also, w have been taught that only certain individuals can serve God

<opentext> yes...drop some money in the basket...and let the preacher do the studying

<opentext> we have no idea what he is studying...but I am going to a building, so I am fulfilling my obligation to God

<NowFaithIs> if you think about it...if we don't take the time to study to show ourselves approved unto God, we (think) we are not responsible for it and therefore if we are not responsible, we are not accountable.  "But, Father the preacher told me such and such"

<opentext> and that excuse will not fly with Father

<opentext> the preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words of truth.

<opentext> it is our responsibility...to check out all that we hear that is spoken of the Word of God

<^^Stowe^^> yes, and sometimes just reading along in the scripture isn't the answer

<opentext> we are to work our *our* own salvation with..........

<^^Stowe^^> fear (of the Lord) and trembling

<opentext> exactly.....recognizing that we are the one responsible for our relationship with Father

<mizpah> ?

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> work out our own salvation?

<opentext> yes

<mizpah> but, we are saved once we accept Christ

<mizpah> right?

<mizpah> the salvation part continues throughout our walk with Father?

<opentext> yes

<opentext> work out (KJV)

<opentext> Phil 2:12

<opentext> 12Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.   (KJV)

<opentext> 2716  katergazomai (kat-er-gad'-zom-ahee);

<opentext> from 2596 and 2038; do work fully, i.e. accomplish; by implication, to finish, fashion: 

<opentext> KJV-- cause, to (deed), perform, work (out).

<mizpah> aw, ok.

<opentext> that help miz?

<mizpah> yes, the definition helped. I didn't understand the word correctly

<opentext> Have you ever wonder why Paul used a soldier in his description of God’s armor? Most fail to remember that Paul was a Roman citizen, and as such, was well aware of the capabilities of the Roman garrisons

<opentext> The Roman soldier was the best trained and equipped soldier of that time period. They were superbly trained in the best offensive and defensive tactics off the day. They were recognized for that; and because of that, many fled just at their appearance on a scene. (Remember, that  Paul used his rights as a Roman citizen several times, knowing that they could rescue him from the religious leaders who wished to shut him up.)

<opentext> Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand!

<NowFaithIs> ohhh ok

<opentext> How often is it that you want God to come and do battle for you? How often would you like anyone to do your skirmishes for you? Father has given us the measure of the gift of Christ! As such, we should be lacking in nothing, that would prevent us from being successful and faithful. Each of us must work out our own salvation with fear and trembling. The more that we begin to see and hear who we are in Christ, the more that we will begin to see the victory 

<opentext> How often is it that you want God to come and do battle for you?

<^^Stowe^^> quite often ...

<mizpah> every time I face a battle

<opentext> is that what the Word says though?

<NowFaithIs> me too

<NowFaithIs> me even

<opentext> lol

<^^Stowe^^> no it tells us to stand ..

<opentext> Put on the whole armor of God, that***** you***** may be able to stand!

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> Jesus Christ set the example for us while He was here....

<opentext> He showed us how to live a successful life for Father by hearing and obeying the Word

<opentext> by applying the Word to every situation that comes before us

<NowFaithIs> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<^^Stowe^^> yes like when he was tempted in the desert ..

<NowFaithIs> doing that which He saw the Father do...

<NowFaithIs> speaking that which He heard

<opentext> right on other accounts

<opentext> 2476  histemi- stand; 1) to cause or make to stand, to place, to put, to set  a) to bid to stand by, [set up]  1) in the presence of others, in the midst, before judges, before members of the Sanhedrin;  2) to place  b) to make firm, to fix, to establish  1) to cause a person or a thing to keep his or its place  2) to stand, be kept intact (of family, a kingdom), to escape in safety  3) to establish a thing, to cause it to stand,  to uphold or sustain the

<opentext> You, have to know the rights and authority that you have received the moment that you were born again. If one does not take the time, nor make the effort to study God’s Word, how will we ever become aware of all that Father has made available to us? Will you ever understand why we are called Christians?

<opentext> <^^Stowe^^> yes like when he was tempted in the desert ..

<opentext> <NowFaithIs> doing that which He saw the Father do...

<opentext> what about when He ministered to people?

<opentext> we always remember the ***big*** miracles

<opentext> what about the woman at the well?

<opentext> what about the woman caught in adultery?

<opentext> in each instant...He showed them the way to peace with Father

<^^Stowe^^> He didn't condemn them

<opentext> no....He pointed the way to Father

<opentext> @read mark 16:20

<Chatbot> (mark 16:20) -- And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.

<NowFaithIs> always, in all things

<opentext> Father confirms His Word....not the minister or the ministry

<mizpah> ?

<opentext> the miracles that followed Jesus Christ...confirmed His Word....

<^^Stowe^^> wow, 

<NowFaithIs> not the other way around

<opentext> how often when we see a sign or wonder....do we then assume that that person is of God?

<NowFaithIs> even the devil will use false signs and wonders to deceive

<mizpah> wait....

<mizpah> I am trying to grasp this

<opentext> if ***anyone**** puts Father's Word on the scene...Father confirms His Word...not the person

<opentext> ok miz

<mizpah> so, the ministers preached, the Lord confirmed the word by signs and miracles?

<opentext> yes

<mizpah> that followed after the ministers left?

<opentext> they preached the Word...Father confirmed the Word

<NowFaithIs> why not give an example...Larry

<opentext> not always...but what that means is that the Word was expounded to the people first

<mizpah> oh, ic.

<opentext> miz...look at yourself....

<mizpah> They weren't impressed with signs and wonders first

<opentext> Father gave you the Word...and you had a choice to believe it or not

<mizpah> they heard, believed and then the signs and miracles

<opentext> yes

<mizpah> ok, I got it

<NowFaithIs> just like your healing

<mizpah> ok, ic now

<opentext> what did you do Mizpah...after Father gave you His Word?

<NowFaithIs> but..if you were looking for the healing *first* something would be out of place

<opentext> good

<mizpah> believed it

<mizpah> accepted it

<NowFaithIs> then Father confirmed it!

<mizpah> wow

<mizpah> yes

<opentext> Larry’s word...or what Father had told you?

<mizpah> ok,  wow

<mizpah> I believed Father's Word

<NowFaithIs> bringing up the rear guard!

<opentext> with my word and 75 cents....you can get a cup of coffee....with God's Word...you get eternal life

<mizpah> always been taught miracles came to show Father was working in your life, but that isn't true

<opentext> nope

<mizpah> It was Father's Word then the miracles

<mizpah> great!

<opentext> @read psalms 107:20

<Chatbot> (psalms 107:20) -- He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.

<mizpah> ok, go on

<^^Stowe^^> that's why we need to be aware of the life of the preacher ... does he walk in the Word

<mizpah> I never got that before, I guess

<NowFaithIs> I think of many churches that do all their music in the beginning of the service to "feel the presence of the Holy Spirit etc"...but that would be contrary to what Father says....that should come *after* the Word has been preached and it isn't anything of the flesh

<opentext> yes...exactly michie

<mizpah> yes, or the music at "altar call" to make you feel guilty to go be saved

<NowFaithIs> yes

<mizpah> I got guilt saved a few times

<NowFaithIs> lol

<opentext> or the music right before the offering...to pick you pockets

<mizpah> yes, this is great!

<mizpah> now, I understand clearly

<NowFaithIs> if the Word was put forth and then you felt moved to accept Jesus Christ....then that would be a miracle as well

<opentext> Father gave me the title for a new Newsletter

<mizpah> yes, it would

<NowFaithIs> or the guilt sermons before the offering...but I am getting off subject now!!!

<mizpah> what is that?

<opentext> the shearing of the sheep

<NowFaithIs> lol

<mizpah> roflol

<NowFaithIs> as in miz's nails?

<opentext> as in the preachers shearing the sheep for their needs...rather then feeding them

<mizpah> that's funny, but it's also painful, cause it hurt's the cause of Christ

<NowFaithIs> oooooooooooh

<NowFaithIs> that is great!

<NowFaithIs> leaving them naked and cold

<^^Stowe^^> I'm having a bit of a problem with the music at the beginning part ... doesn't the Bible say I will enter his courts with thanksgiving in my heart, I will enter his gates with praise?

<opentext> ok...stand then means...that we have to know our rights and authority in Christ

<opentext> yes stowe

<opentext> we have everything backwards and contrary to the Word

<mizpah> thanksgiving and praise doesn't mean music, right?

<opentext> we have perverted the Word

<opentext> @read John 4:23

<Chatbot> (John 4:23) -- But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

<opentext> @read john 4:24

<Chatbot> (john 4:24) -- God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

<mizpah> preachers calls the music part...the praise part of the service

<opentext> and they that worship him must worship him in spirit

<opentext> does not say the flesh there

<opentext> in spirit

<opentext> and in truth....His Word is truth

<opentext> how many songs that they sing are scripturaly accurate

<opentext> if it does not line up with the Word...how can it be truth....

<mizpah> not very many

<opentext> therefore it is an abomination before God

<opentext> at this time of year we sing songs that say Christ was born......how can that be if He was in the beginning with Father

<opentext> @read Hebrews 13:8

<Chatbot> (Hebrews 13:8) -- Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.

<opentext> God is a spirit....we MUST worship Him in spirit and in truth

<opentext> we can only know this...as we know who we are in Christ

<opentext> @read Romans 8:9

<Chatbot> (Romans 8:9) -- But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

<NowFaithIs> When I realized that the church I went to hadn't too many songs that I could sing and put myself in agreement with....the flesh stayed out of the way and I was more able to hear the message, hear Father to see if it lined up with the Word or not.

<opentext> thanks michie....have been so far removed form that...did not know how to explain

<NowFaithIs> :-)

<mizpah> we sing the songs but never stop to realize if they do line up with the Word cause we figure they are generational songs and are fine

<NowFaithIs> side note: I no longer attend that church that I thought was so wonderful!

<^^Stowe^^> so many things out there to dull the spirit

<NowFaithIs> absolutely!

<mizpah> The more I get in the Word, the more I listen to words of songs, and the more I reject them as unscriptural

<NowFaithIs> if they dull the spirit and appease the flesh...guess who is a happy camper?

<mizpah> the devil

<NowFaithIs> yup

<mizpah> I want to have a feel good time, but in the flesh, not the Spirit

<NowFaithIs> the devil only has to do *1* thing to get you.........take your eyes OFF of the Word of God...and he uses many feel good devices to do that

<opentext> now that you watched me get wound up over one of the many things that irritates me.......lets return to understanding all that we have received through Christ

<opentext> If one goes out and buys a new car, and pays cash for it, the car is yours. With all of the gadgets and devices that new vehicles have nowadays, there will be a few things that you are not aware of.  Neither will you understand their operation; unless you take the time to read the owner's manual. 

<opentext> Yet, the truth is that they are yours. However, they will be of no use to you, until you take the time to know what they are, and how to implement them for you to obtain maximum performance from them. They are yours, but until you become aware of, and familiar with them, they will be of absolutely no use to you. You have to read the owner's manual!

<opentext> Is this not true for you also? The moment that you were born again, you received the measure of the gift of Christ. You received the whole thing. However, until you take the time to read the owner's manual, (the Bible), how will you ever be aware of what you have, much less how it works.

<^^Stowe^^> yes, something like my VCR, still don't know how to set the timer on it cause, I haven't bothered to read the manual <g>

<NowFaithIs> :-)

<opentext> lol...yes

<opentext> and...if you listen...you will see how this applies to what we were just talking about

<opentext> we did all these things at a building...because we were told it was so....and never bothered to read the instruction manual

<NowFaithIs> exactly

<opentext> and then wondered why our lives had malfunctioned...and things were going wrong

<opentext> stand= knowing our rights and authority

<NowFaithIs> just like ALOT of things that happen during services

<^^Stowe^^> It' so sad and so many pitfalls could have been avoided ..

<opentext> and all because we did not have time for the Word

<NowFaithIs> yes

<NowFaithIs> also...and I don't want to sound like I am blaming...but preachers don't point ppl to study the Word for themselves

<opentext> just as people think they have to cover chapters...to say they have had a Bible study

<NowFaithIs> that is why they don't take the time too

<^^Stowe^^> but as a child if you are not pointed to the Word ...

<^^Stowe^^> I went to a church for years that preached a "social action gospel" as a young child and adult ... never heard a work about being "unequally yoked"

<opentext> once we attained the age of reason...what stopped us from hearing Father's call?

<^^Stowe^^> we stopped listening for it ...

<opentext> yes....

<mizpah> we thought we knew it allll

<NowFaithIs> I was not raised in a Christian home

<opentext> and...that if we stop to think about it...we wanted to please those in the flesh around us

<mizpah> always...for me anyway....get them to like me

<NowFaithIs> yes!! spent most of my formative years trying to meet my mothers approval

<mizpah> absolutely

<NowFaithIs> how fruitless is that?!!!

<^^Stowe^^> me either, NowFaithls, just kinda wandered into a church on my own ..

<opentext> I can clearly remember Father's call on my heart when I was very young....but listened to those around me...rather then hear what my spirit was trying to say to me

<opentext> here is the good part...

<opentext> yesterday is forgiven and forgotten by Father...

<NowFaithIs> amen!

<mizpah> amen!

<opentext> what will we do with the Word from this day forward

<NowFaithIs> we will be responsible for it

<^^Stowe^^> yes

<opentext> we have to learn both Father forgiveness, but also His forgetfulness

<mizpah> apply it to our daily lives

<mizpah> minute to minute

<opentext> exactly....STAND= learn to know who we are in Christ

<opentext> @read 2corinthians 5:17

<Chatbot> (2corinthians 5:17) -- Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

<opentext> any......not some 

<opentext> John 14:12-14, 12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. (KJV)

<opentext> whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

<opentext> we have to know the Word...to ask in His name

<opentext> we have to know the mystery of the gospel, to ask in His name

<opentext> Rom 10:17-18, 17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 18 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. (KJV)

<opentext> notice....where His Word has gone to

<NowFaithIs> all the earth

<NowFaithIs> "but I have to minister and witness in the far reaches who have never heard the message" you always hear

<opentext> so if His Word has gone to all the earth...what does Father need us for?

<mizpah> so people will go from the milk to meat?

<^^Stowe^^> to speak the Word?

<mizpah> was for me, anyway

<mizpah> gain faith.

<opentext> michie

<opentext> @read 1peter 3:15

<Chatbot> (1peter 3:15) -- But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

<opentext> @read 2timothy 4:16

<Chatbot> (2timothy 4:16) -- At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.

<opentext> note...to give an answer to every man that ****asks**** of the ****hope*** that is in you

<^^Stowe^^> so if they aren't "asking" we are just wasting our time?

<opentext> the more we grow in the Word...the more the light of Christ shines from us...the more people will want to ask why we are different

<mizpah> yes, they have to ask first

<opentext> stowe...if they are not asking...have we shown them enough of the example of Christ for them to want to ask?

<NowFaithIs> yes?

<^^Stowe^^> then why the great evangelistic crusades?

<mizpah> so, you don't have to tell everybody that you are a Christian, your life should reflect that light and they should ask

<^^Stowe^^> no, we haven't

<opentext> michie...was just asking if you had anything at that point

<mizpah> money?

<opentext> mizpah...why did you keep returning to this channel?

<mizpah> Because I hear the Word and it feeds me daily

<mizpah> fellowship and edification

<NowFaithIs> sorry....was afk there

<opentext> miz....but before you started seeing the mystery...why did you return?

<mizpah> because I was hungry and when I asked questions, you always answered them with the Word

<NowFaithIs> we need evangelists to tell the mystery of the gospel

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> <^^Stowe^^> then why the great evangelistic crusades?

<mizpah> I could ask, and you always showed me the Word

<opentext> why indeed?

<mizpah> people are looking for the Word

<mizpah> but they leave hungry and poorer

<NowFaithIs> for men to look good to men

<mizpah> they want to be fed, but they go about it all wrong

<opentext> can anyone tell me what happened when King David numbered his fighting men of Israel?

<NowFaithIs> don't recall Paul having a huge following and doing crusades like that

<mizpah> They look to men to feed them instead of God

<NowFaithIs> o/

<mizpah> he failed, right?

<^^Stowe^^> there were only 300 of them?

<opentext> yes michie

<NowFaithIs> he was killed? 

<mizpah> He got scared

<opentext> no....tens of thousands of his men were killed

<mizpah> He didn't trust God

<NowFaithIs> that! yeah !

<opentext> because he was looking for strength in his numbers

<opentext> rather then trusting Father for the victory

<NowFaithIs> sounds like Promise Keepers!

<opentext> where in the Word...does it say we are to charge the people for the Word of God?

<mizpah> It doesn't

<NowFaithIs> that which is freely given to you

<opentext> @read 1corinthians 9:18

<Chatbot> (1corinthians 9:18) -- What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel.

<^^Stowe^^> Jesus never charged the crowds ... He fed them ....

<opentext> exactly

<NowFaithIs> He fed them both spiritually and physically even when there was 'nothing' to feed them with physically

<opentext> and one of the great focuses of any of these large crusades they say is....help us pay our bills...

<opentext> if Father asked them to do it...isn't He big enough to cover it???

<mizpah> yep

<^^Stowe^^> yes He is

<mizpah> Yes He is

<opentext> so what does that tell you?

<opentext> What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may

<opentext> make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel.

<NowFaithIs> the big Christian Conference in Boston (draws 7,000 ppl) every year goes up in price for the weekend, and this year they even have some of the speakers who already have sponsors!! 

<mizpah> that Father doesn't ask them to do it, fi they have to ask for money

<^^Stowe^^> we are either not doing it in Christ, or we don't trust the Father

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> and then either way...we are leading the people astray...and what does Father say about that?

<NowFaithIs> people don't want to hear that something they are doing pertaining to "evangelism" could NOT be of God

<mizpah> millstone time

<NowFaithIs> lol

<opentext> exactly miz

<opentext> @read Matthew 12:36

<Chatbot> (Matthew 12:36) -- But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.

<opentext> not some...EVERY word that we have not sought forgiveness for

<opentext> @read Matthew 12:37

<Chatbot> (Matthew 12:37) -- For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.

<opentext> Take a close look around you today. Horoscopes, physics, new age, sports, self pleasures and every other such thing is running rampant. Many are quicker to read their horoscopes each day then they are the Word of God. Much more time and credence is given to these things than they do Father and His Word. 

<opentext> This happens, because people are looking for the fastest and quickest fix for their life. One that puts the responsibility on someone else, so that if something does go wrong, they can say they were not at fault. The devil is a worthy adversary against any that do not know the Word of God for themselves.

<NowFaithIs> soooo true

<mizpah> They want a fast food Bible

<NowFaithIs> sickens me how much the psychic hot lines have become soooo popular

<opentext> The same is true for us that go to any building to hear Father’s Word being expounded upon. Once we hear what is being taught, we have to be sure to go back and to make sure that all that we heard, does indeed line up with Father’s Word

<^^Stowe^^> yes, and so often its given to us .. to keep us in church

<NowFaithIs> yes, just like the rest of our lives, convenience and quick

<mizpah> something to make them feel good about themselves right now

<opentext> It makes no difference whom we hear the Word through, it is our responsibility to go back to the Bible to be sure it is so. However, how many of us do that with the same diligence that the Bereans did?

<NowFaithIs> may share something?

<opentext> sure

<NowFaithIs> ok...this is something Father showed me so clearly in this regard....

<NowFaithIs> look at all the gadgets out there for babies now that have removed the mother from comforting and holding her child...

<opentext> very good michie

<NowFaithIs> such as swings, and such...and ppl will even tell you not t hold your child so they won't be spoiled....

<NowFaithIs> what I have seen is this...

<NowFaithIs> ppl don't have time anymore to do this to spend the time with their children...

<NowFaithIs> so they have come up with all these gadgets and excuses to justify themselves

<NowFaithIs> this is what Christians are doing with the "fast food gospel" as well

<opentext> . If you do not know your rights and authority in Jesus Christ, how will you ever be able to distinguish the truth from a lie?

<^^Stowe^^> you won't

<mizpah> you will be relying on your own self and you can't

<opentext> let me ask you all something.........

<opentext> have you noticed something with study this morning?

<mizpah> no distractions?

<mizpah> few people

<NowFaithIs> amen

<mizpah> and I learned a great deal

<^^Stowe^^> the same desire to feed on the word

<opentext> exactly....those of us that were here, wanted to hear the Word

<NowFaithIs> yes, same spirit

<NowFaithIs> agreement

<opentext> it shows you how many others are just playing church...rather then being the church

<NowFaithIs> yet, how many have asked about or for the studies and have checked to see when they are?

<mizpah> the days and times

<opentext> we are growing together....and this is what it is about

<NowFaithIs> amen the straight and narrow path...fellow salmon!

<opentext> I will teach like this every day...if people want to learn

<NowFaithIs> I do   I do!!!

<^^Stowe^^> early mornings aren't so bad after all, eh mizpah <G>

NowFaithIs got this every day in undernet!!!

<opentext> lol

<^^Stowe^^> me too..

<mizpah> I love this

<NowFaithIs> me tooo!

<NowFaithIs> I had my own private preacher for many hours allll by myself!!! thank you Father!

<opentext> ok....do we want an unpublicized study  mon ...wed ...and fri at the same time

<mizpah> YES

<^^Stowe^^> I do ..

<NowFaithIs> YES!

<opentext> and at those studies...we will cover questions you may have

<^^Stowe^^> and if people come this early on Tuesday and Thursday we can invite them to the others

<NowFaithIs> great

<mizpah> that'll make it five days in a row that I get up at 6am...life sure changes when you follow Father

<opentext> yes...if we see that they want to learn...and not disrupt and dispute

