18 May 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for this day and all that you have blessed us with and provided for us in your Word... thank you that your Word is able to nourish and strengthen us as we allow it to renew our mind and become part of our lives, so that in all things we are able to overcome, through the victory that we have been blessed with in Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 7:11 For sin, seizing the opportunity and getting a hold on me [by taking its incentive] from the commandment, beguiled and entrapped and cheated me, and using it [as a weapon], killed me. 12 The Law therefore is holy, and [each] commandment is holy and just and good. 13 Did that which is good then prove fatal [bringing death] to me? Certainly not! It was sin, working death in me by using this good thing [as a weapon], in order that through the commandment sin might be shown up clearly to be sin, that the extreme malignity and immeasurable sinfulness of sin might plainly appear. AMP

 

<opentext> Sin is sin! Yet, how often does a person try to put different wrappings on it, in order to justify their actions?

<helpmate> you see that around all the time, like telling a "little fib or white lie"....if it is not truth, it is a lie....sin is sin

<disciple> usually when one doesn't want to listen and obey Father

<chosen> many people have one set of rules concerning what is sin, for themselves and another set for everyone else

<opentext> So many people have so much trouble with this chapter [Romans chapter 7], and yet they can not hear that Paul is speaking to the Jew, and explaining why they need to come out from under the Law and the sacrifice required under it [the Law], and accept the grace and love of God that has been made available to them [by the ultimate sacrifice that Jesus Christ made once, and for all and all time, in and on our behalf]. 

<opentext> And of course, many Christians today, still live under the Law, and then wonder why they are not able to have the joy and liberty of the Lord within their life. And even more then that, as they try to live under the letter of the Law, they do not realize that it [the letter of the Law] is not able to give and sustain life, it is the Spirit of God that gives life and sustains life [John 6:63].

<opentext> And really, what it all comes down to, is the motives that one has. We love {should} Him, because we recognize the great love He first had for us. Yet, how often does a person do those things God has asked of them, out of obligation, rather then out of love?

<helpmate> that is the way most churches have it

<disciple> giving grudgingly isn't giving...all should be done to the glory of Him, for Him

<chosen> if it's out of obligation then we may as well not do it... hot or cold, not lukewarm

<opentext> God loves a cheerful giver! Yet, if one is stuck under the Law, under forced obligation to serve Him, where is the joy then?

<disciple> there isn't any   <chosen> there's none   <helpmate> nowhere

<opentext> Does one obey what He asks, because of the fear of what might happen as a result; or because they see and realize how greatly it will hurt Him?

<helpmate> it should be because we want to please Him in all we do or say

<opentext> The Law or grace; one would wonder why it can be so obvious now, and yet so hard at other times to understand or see past. One forgets that when one allows it, the god of this world is able to blind the mind, by causing the veil of the flesh to be put in place. Thus one has a hard time understanding their own thoughts and motivations.

<opentext> It would be no different then putting a blindfold on, and then trying to navigate a mine field. What do you think the odds would be of getting through there safely?

<helpmate> slim and none...and slim just left town 

<chosen> zero to none   <disciple> none

 

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. 16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. 17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Staying on the wrong side of the vail, one is never able to walk in the Spirit....and thus no liberty. Thus the importance of recognizing the mystery, and coming to an understanding of it [by revelation], so that they are able to be an active participant in and of His divine nature.

 

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:15 Even today when the proclamations of that old, bankrupt government are read out, they can't see through it. Only Christ can get rid of the veil so they can see for themselves that there's nothing there. 16 Whenever, though, they turn to face God as Moses did, God removes the veil and there they are - face to face! 17 They suddenly recognize that God is a living, personal presence, not a piece of chiseled stone. And when God is personally present, a living Spirit, that old, constricting legislation is recognized as obsolete. We're free of it! 18 All of us! Nothing between us and God, our faces shining with the brightness of his face. And so we are transfigured much like the Messiah, our lives gradually becoming brighter and more beautiful as God enters our lives and we become like him.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> This often reminds me of a person that tries to write a check on a bank account they closed years ago, and then yet wonder why their purchase is rejected.

<opentext> Even though one knows that we are no longer under the Law, and the obligation to it, why at times do they still try to live under it, and then wonder why the grace and peace of God is not in their life.

<opentext> How often have you placed yourself under the Law, and then wondered why God did not respond [writing checks on the closed account]?

<disciple> have done that       <helpmate> He will say "I never knew you"

 

<opentext> Rom 7:14 We know that the Law is spiritual; but I am a creature of the flesh [carnal, unspiritual], having been sold into slavery under [the control of] sin.

15 For I do not understand my own actions [I am baffled, bewildered]. I do not practice or accomplish what I wish, but I do the very thing that I loathe [which my moral instinct condemns]. AMP

  

<opentext> The difference between the lower nature, and the divine nature. The lower nature wants things it's way, while the divine nature wants to serve it's loving Father.

<opentext> And the key is, in one keeping their heart and mind renewed in His living Word, that is, that which is alive and full of life by His Spirit [the words that He speaks to us are Spirit and they are life].

<opentext> The letter kills, and His Spirit gives life. The difference between forced slave labor, and a willing and faithful servant.

<opentext> Are you able to always do those things He asks cheerfully? Or is it a forced smile at times?

<helpmate> yes...Php 4:13.....do we always...no

<disciple> sometimes it's not as easy...other times, it's a joyful thing to do

 

<opentext> Matt 6:24 No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will stand by and be devoted to the one and despise and be against the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (deceitful riches, money, possessions, or whatever is trusted in). AMP

 

<opentext> Today, we have the opportunity, the privilege of being His child, by hearing and obeying that which He asks of us.
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