18 August 2005 Thursday Bible  study.

 

<greg> Father we thank you for this day, for your bread of life that feeds and nourishes the spirit, to give life to the new man within, and to be a partaker of your divine nature, that of your firstborn Son, and our mediator Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 13:11-12, 11 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. 12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. KJV

 

<opentext> Just because one knows the time, doesn't always mean that they understand what time it is. Thus why Paul is trying to relay to us how critical the time is. Yet does one always sense the urgency in all that one says or does?

<disciple> not always     <helpmate> usually not     <chosen> not always

<greg> i deal with people on a daily basis that think bus schedules revolve around whenever they decide to show up, and  most of them end up waiting for the next one

<opentext> And as we discussed a bit yesterday, how clearly does one think or act when they first start coming out of a sleep?  And how good is their sense of time when they first awake?

<disciple> not good...a bit disoriented    <chosen> one is a bit drowsy    <greg> groggy

<opentext> So until one regains that clear comprehension of the situation, the urgency will not be there. And thus why Paul is showing us how that each and every moment is critical.

<opentext> Now also note at the end of verse 11 how Paul says "for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed." Yet so often we hear this verse quoted as when we first believed.

<opentext> With each and every moment that passes, we are that much closer to the culmination of Father's purpose and plan. Yet, if one is not properly maintaining that proper relationship with the Father through Jesus Christ, how easy is it to become a bit lazy in one's walk?

<disciple> very easy, and not noticeable until a person has slipped a long way back

<chosen> He needs to remain our first love for us to continue to grow in Him without becoming lazy along the way

<helpmate> each time one lets it slip a little makes it that much easier to let it slip a little more the next day...and on and on

<greg> a person can set their clock on snooze, until they lose, and wonder why their life is such a scramble to maintain

<at-peace> a little leaven will leaven the whole lump

<opentext> If we will recall how the previous chapter talked about how we are to allow the character of Christ to grow and develop within us. And this should be an every moment proposition of being that active participant in and of the divine nature of Christ.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that people really want to always be "picky" with the Word? With how the Word is always applicable to one's life, as well as each and every decision?

<helpmate> life and death are in the power of the tongue, but most do not remember that

<greg> not nearly as picky as with temporal things, they get the outside of the cup clean, but inside is a toxic waste area

<disciple> for most, being picky would interfere in their life too much...restrict their carnal pleasure

<at-peace> if one is operating in love then that which Father has asked of us will not be grievous

<opentext> So how fine of a line is it then, between walking in the Spirit, or being led about by the lower nature? Between walking in the dark, or walking in the light?

<helpmate> one step     <chosen> it just takes one single step

<greg> most try to mix and match the two, and end up in a ditch

<disciple> it's one step, and clearly visible to the Christian, if they are watchful

<at-peace> strait and narrow

<opentext> Yet, how often do people think that there is much more latitude in the decisions or choices that they are faced with?

<helpmate> most think there is that gray area between that will not lead one astray

<at-peace> when leaning to one's own understanding and what the motive of one's heart may be as to how much latitude one will try to justify in the decision or choice

<opentext> How often is one truly aware of how much other people are watching us; the choices that we make, the paths that we choose to follow? [Think of how it is that young people imitate and mimic those who they love]

<helpmate> proverbs to train up a child and what better way than to be that example

<disciple> they are a reflection of the ones around them, but most don't see that

<at-peace> one should be aware at all times making full proof of their ministry 

<opentext> Paul starts off the next verse telling us that the night is far spent and the day is at hand; as fast as one strayed from the path, it is just as quickly that they can return to it. It is always one choice, one decision to return to the light, and doing that which is pleasing to Father.

<opentext> Just as in Matthew 25, and how all of the virgins slumbered and slept, it was those who still heard His voice that were able to again awake unto righteousness.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that one has heard Father's voice, and yet have the attitude that yeah, yeah, i will get to that later, because other things seemed more pressing at the time?

<disciple> not having time for Father or listening to Him is a dangerous place to be...it could be the last thing a person does

<helpmate> one lets the flesh have control instead of putting it under subjection

<greg> they are the ones that exert a lot of time and energy, like with a treadmill, but make no progress

<chosen> when Father is in second place

<helpmate> running to and fro…and sea to sea

<opentext> Today, you have that opportunity, that privilege of being that example of the believer; of being His ambassador here, and being the example of the believer.
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