18 April 2005 Monday Bible study.

<chosen> we thank you Father that because of your faithfulness we are able to come and learn from you this day, knowing that you have supplied that which we need to remain in union with you this day,... we thank you for your love and your grace that you have freely given to us so we can enjoy fellowship with you through your Son and our Lord Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Rom 12:6, Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; KJV

<opentext> Now if one thinks about a car for a moment, even though the car gets a full gas tank, are all the parts of the car aware of what has happened?

<disciple> the parts an things...they can't be aware of anything

<chosen> no

<opentext> Yet, isn't all of the car affected by it?

<disciple> yes   <chosen> yes   <at-peace> yes

<opentext> Now we can see the analogy of the car a bit more clearly, because we recognize it more clearly because of our physical comprehension of it.

<opentext> Yet, when it comes to the body of Christ, people have a much harder time picturing it as a single unit.

<opentext> The grace, the measure of the gift of Christ, is the same regardless of who receives it. However, it will be manifest differently through the different members of the body.

<opentext> As with the analogy of the car, the full gas tank benefits all of the parts of the car, some directly, others indirectly.

<opentext> Yet, how often do Christians think or assume that others have received more then they have, or in a few cases, less then they have?

<chosen> when we're not content with who we are in Christ

<disciple> used to think that, but don't compare myself with others anymore

<opentext> Rom 12:6, Having gifts (faculties, talents, qualities) that differ according to the grace given us, let us use them: [He whose gift is] prophecy, [let him prophesy] according to the proportion of his faith; AMP

<opentext> As with the analogy of the car, all of the parts that make it up are different, even though all are there to contribute to the success of the journey.

<opentext> Each believer has different faculties that are developed. And those faculties will make more apparent the talents or abilities that that person has been blessed with. And how much effort one puts into the journey, will determine those qualities that can then be put forth for the benefit of the body.

<opentext> So what is Paul talking about here in referring to prophecy?

<chosen> sharing insights in the truth of God's Word, as God allows

<at-peace> sharing the truth of the gospel of Christ that has been revealed as the Lord leads

<disciple> sharing the mystery of the gospel of Christ Jesus when asked of the hope within us

<opentext> Very good answers.  

<opentext> [Prophecy]. In the New Testament, as in the Old, the prominent idea is not "prediction," but the inspired delivery of warning, exhortation, instruction, judging, and making manifest the secrets of the heart. The New Testament prophets are distinguished from "teachers," by speaking under direct divine inspiration. (from Vincent's Word Studies of the New Testament)

<opentext> As Paul shared with Timothy, that we are to study to show ourselves approved unto God, so that when we are asked, we can give the answer that God sees best fits the situation, thus we will have no reason to be ashamed.

<opentext> Yet, how often do people memorize scriptures that have been told will address a certain situation, and then quote that scripture every time that scenario faces them?

<opentext> that they have been told

<disciple> many do that, not understanding the Word, or hearing from Father, to speak as He leads

<chosen> if it's only head knowledge then they will repeat it like a parrot, but when it's from within the heart then it will be shared with conviction and commitment

<opentext> Let's go back to the analogy of the car for a moment, if the head light burns out, will filling the gas tank correct that problem?

<at-peace> no   <chosen> no   <disciple> no

<opentext> Why not?

<disciple> because headlights don't use fuel...not the proper solution to make the headlights work

<at-peace> each has a unique function even though they are both needed

<chosen> it's a solution for a different part, but not necessarily for EVERY part

<opentext> That  analogy of the car above, should give us a clear depiction of what it is like when people toss out memorized scriptures without a working knowledge of the Word, that is understanding the mystery of the Gospel. 

<opentext> Thus we can why Paul said that we are to study to show ourselves approved unto God, as God knows the thoughts and intents of each and every individual, and thus knows exactly what they have need of, when they ask for help.

<opentext> We are each unique, and thus each has different abilities, as well as different needs. It is the same grace that supplies us, it is the same gift of Christ that empowers us. Yet, because each of us is unique, it will be manifest differently through each of us.
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