February 17, 1998
<opentext> Father, we thank you for THIS day, for time to gather together with your people, to magnify your name, and learn of you.  We ask Father, that your Holy Spirit be our teacher, that we have open ears and a ready heart to hear your wisdom, that would make us the stronger more capable servants for the work that you have yet for us.  As fast as we ask and petition these things, we give you Father, and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Everyone of us here, have made a meal at one time or another, and as hungry as we were, we still had to prepare the food to make it ready to be used properly by the body.

<opentext> Ps 51:9-11  Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.  Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from me.  (KJV).

<opentext> Likewise...as we go before the throne of the creator of the universe each day, to receive what He has for us.  We have to have everything in its proper order.

<opentext> in order for the spirit man to be prepared for that which it is about to receive

<opentext> First, we ask Father to forgive and forget any and all that we have done wrong, prior to this very minute.  Just as we put clean dishes on the table, we want a clean and willing heart set before the Lord.  If the heart is clean, it is much more ready to hear and receive the things of God.

<opentext> John 9:31  Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth.  (KJV).

<opentext> At the same time that our heart is being readied, the food also has to be prepared properly, so that it is most easy for the body to use.

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:15  And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

<opentext> How many of us have our feet shod with preparation, before we start our journey with Father each day?

<renewed> more so now than ever before ..

<at-peace> i pray to Father before i get out of bed in the morning

<NowFaithIs> i do...most of the time now

<mizpah^> i pray for that every morning before i leave the room

<opentext> So, we are beginning to see the importance of having our heart ready to receive each day, as well as having a ready mind to receive the things of Father.  Does everything that Father sets before us always taste good?

<mizpah^> not exactly

<at-peace> not always

<NowFaithIs> not to the flesh

<mizpah^> per dale...there are some things we don't like to eat (chastening) but, it's healthy for us

<opentext> Hebrews 12:11  Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.

<kenny> some times very hard to swallow

<NowFaithIs> when we have messed up---it is hard to hear what Father is showing us.....

<opentext> Not everything always tastes good at first......since we all sin and fall short of the glory of God........but as we allow the Word of God into our heart and our mind.

<renewed> what about Psalms 34:8?

<opentext> Ps 34:8  O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.  (KJV).

<NowFaithIs> later when we are not in the *thick* of it---we are able to hear an being at peace--we can hear and receive and it is then joyous

<NowFaithIs> it always tastes good to the spirit man

<opentext> not even always to the spirit man....there are times that we grumble and mumble at what Father asks of us.

<NowFaithIs> wouldn't that be the flesh fighting?

<renewed> Oh I see just because *we don't think* it's good for us, doesn't mean it isn't .

<at-peace> even though we are to do all things without murmurings and disputings

<opentext> It is as we are exercised by it, that afterward, after the muscles start to mend, that we are then strengthened by it.

<NowFaithIs> ok i see what you are saying

<opentext> Is there a battle between the mind and the spirit for dominance in the body?

<NowFaithIs> when it becomes part of us

<mizpah^> absolutely

<renewed> sure is ...

<at-peace> yup

<kenny> keeping the flesh in subjection

<opentext> So it is taking the nourishment of God, allowing it to become a part of our being, to give us victory in the area Father has us working on.

<NowFaithIs> yes

<opentext> are each one of us here at the same place spiritually?

<mizpah^> no

<kenny> nope

<at-peace> no

<renewed> no

<NowFaithIs> no

<opentext> And yet, Father can take the same message here, and feed each of us, and nourish us.

<renewed> yes He can ..

<opentext> His Word, is able to minister to each of us where we are in our walk.

<at-peace> we are all at a different level of understanding and are in need of different things

<opentext> exactly

<NowFaithIs> that is how we see the Word as living

<opentext> And yet, good can take the same morsel, and meet each of our needs with it.

<opentext> Prov 17:1  Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, than an house full of sacrifices with strife. (KJV).

<opentext> How is that verse for a vivid picture?

<renewed> wow .. that's very vivid!

<opentext> How hard is it to eat while one is talking?

<mizpah^> sure is...not very audible when you got a mouth full

<NowFaithIs> very...as well as rude!

<at-peace> not easy

<renewed> very difficult cause you end up spitting your food at everyone ...

<mizpah^> yuk, cher

<NowFaithIs> lol

<opentext> When i go out to eat with people, one can usually see the one that is talking, is the last one finished.....and then their food is cold.  Faith comes by hearing.........

<at-peace> hearing by the Word of God

<opentext> Hearing mentioned twice in that verse....speaking is not mentioned once.  Many times i hear people saying that they can not hear God, and it is no surprise, for they have not shut up long enough for even me to get a word in.

<NowFaithIs> Matt 6:7   But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.

(KJV).

<opentext> Prov 2:10-11   When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee:  (KJV).

<opentext> When wisdom entereth into thine heart, 1Discretion shall preserve thee, and knowledge is pleasant to thy soul, understanding shall keep thee.

<at-peace> Christ is the wisdom of God.... and the power of God

<opentext> So often, we miss that which is written, because we only read what is said, and do not hear all of what Father is saying.  Look at those verses as Father showed me how to put them together.

<NowFaithIs> wisdom entering in is Christ....His discretion is what keeps us…preserves us

<at-peace> you can have knowledge of the Word of God... without Christ how can you understand the Word of God

<at-peace> Christ is the wisdom of God

<opentext> The spirit man being fed, will cause a renewed mind.

<NowFaithIs> as our heart is in Christ, our mind is renewed.....and knowledge is pleasant....and we begin to have understanding of the mystery

<opentext> When we hear Father's wisdom.......we are able to make sound spiritual judgements..or judicial estimation, and when that is in place, then our steps will be ordered by the Lord.

<NowFaithIs> yes!!

<opentext> Ever place an order off of a menu, and when the dinner got there, it was not anything like you wanted our expected?

<NowFaithIs> yes

<renewed> yup

<mizpah^> yep

<at-peace> yeh

<kenny> yepper's

<opentext> And yet, Father never tricks us like that......it is all in how readily that we receive it.  Taking the time to **hear** Father, on how that word was prepared for us.

<NowFaithIs> you know what? I have a perfect example of this that happened to me yesterday

<opentext> Go ahead michie.

<NowFaithIs> I was driving to my sister's house and was on the highway.... didn't have any cash on me, only two gas credit cards when I "happened" to glance at the light that says "check gauge".....and when I looked, I was real close to E on the gas tank....instantly my (flesh) reaction was to panic...was I close enough to the nearest Mobil? would I make it? etc......but when I calmed down and took a minute to hear Father....He showed me to look at the gauge so that I would slow down and put the cruise control on and save the gas that I did have left...and I immediately thanked Him for showing me that and thanked Him that He would get us to Mobil ....sure enough...we got to Mobil and when I filled up...I filled exactly 15 gallons (what my car holds) which means I had no more gas *at that point*

<opentext> Always enough to finish the course.

<NowFaithIs> but...I was praising Him because the old me wouldn't have recognized that it was Him showing me the gas gauge…and I would have just panicked and been worried all the way to the gas station.

<opentext> Ps 46:10  Be still, and know that I am God: (KJV)

<opentext> Or, to slow down and stay within His boundaries of protection.

<NowFaithIs> yes!

<NowFaithIs> Hearing Him and making judicial decisions

<opentext> Michie...were you going over the speed limit?

<NowFaithIs> no..... but I didn't have the cruise on

<NowFaithIs> Actually...yes I did...and the cruise was set wrong....

<opentext> No....but...goats butt, sheep follow...and that can only happen by hearing.  It was two or three miles per hour over. lol   So, I made the adjustment and made the adjustment!  one adjustment in the cruise the other in my thinking!

<opentext> Good example michie...shows how if we took the time, to prepare our heart before the trip, things would have gone much better. Prepare in me...a clean heart O Lord.

<NowFaithIs> right, and even if we don't....His mercy is there IF we listen

<kenny> and makes away of escape

<opentext> if we hear and obey

<NowFaithIs> If I hadn't noticed the gas gauge and took the exit before to go to my sisters, I would have been too far away from a Mobil or Sunoco (the two cards I have).

<opentext> How easy is it to ruin a meal, if we rush, and do not follow the directions?

<NowFaithIs> or substitute ingredients

<at-peace> easy... done that

<opentext> This is why we have to have an overall knowledge of the road map home...just as a pilgrim is well aware of his final destination, then, as we continue the journey, we seek Father's wisdom for the safest path for where we are at the present…likewise....as we prepare the dinner, we can not skip steps, but follow the instructions.  Anyone ever ate a dinner that was half cooked?

<kenny> yep

<at-peace> yes

<mizpah^> uk...yes...pancakes that when i cut it open, stuff oozed out

<at-peace> didn't eat all of it though

<opentext> What happens when we take what we want out of the Word, and not what Father has prepared for us that day?

<NowFaithIs> yes, eggs!

<at-peace> lol... michie i was about to say that

<NowFaithIs> we don't have full understanding and go off "half baked"

<renewed> it isn't the food we need for today ..

<mizpah^> stuff oozes out then...we say and do things that are not the spirit but the flesh

<opentext> Exactly...and then who is the first one we blame when things start to go wrong?

<at-peace> goes not so well

<NowFaithIs> God

<opentext> and yet...it is ***our*** fault

<opentext> We did not prepare ourselves in the **way** we should go.

<NowFaithIs> we didn't prepare our feet 

<at-peace> i used to blame God... now it is me that i blame

<opentext> Train a child in the **way** they should go, and when they are old, they will not depart.

<NowFaithIs> not preparing a meal, like not preparing the footing....one will trip and fall

<opentext> How many, when planting a garden, go out and dig up the seed each day, to see if it is growing or taking root?

<NowFaithIs> I don't garden, but I cannot imagine that I would do that

<mizpah^> uh-ummm...sometimes

<renewed> lol

<opentext> Is that 2 questions that you have Cheryl?

<renewed> no, just laughing with miz <G>

<mizpah^> no, just two hands up that she does it, too…

<opentext> Is that any different, then taking the Word, before Father has prepared the meal for us?

<mizpah^> some of us dig up more than seeds, uh, michie?

<opentext> Ps 23:5  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

<opentext> (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> tasty worms?!

<mizpah^> lol

<opentext> who prepares the table?

<renewed> Father does

<NowFaithIs> Father through Jesus Christ

<at-peace> Father

<mizpah^> "

<opentext> How often do we wait for Father to finish setting the table?

<mizpah^> the P word?  not real often

<opentext> Is this maybe, where patience comes in?

<NowFaithIs> that would take patience!!  so, many times we don't, but are working on that!

<at-peace> not always... we are sometimes in a hurry to eat what he has for us

<mizpah^> :(

<opentext> Obedience is better then_____?

<NowFaithIs> sacrifice

<renewed> sacrifice

<mizpah^> sacrifice

<opentext> Present your self unto God, a ____ _____?

<NowFaithIs> living sacrifice

<mizpah^> living sacrifice

<renewed> living sacrifice

<at-peace> living sacrifice

<NowFaithIs> RIGHT NOW!! <g>

<opentext> So, we have to present ourself a living sacrifice, and that can only happen if we have asked Father for forgiveness, and are seeking His will.  Since if we are in sin, we are no longer among the living.

<NowFaithIs> aaah good point!

<opentext> So we have to present a clean heart for the Lord to fill.

<kenny> pure and unblemished

<opentext> How often when we were young, were we told to ***wash*** our hands, before sitting down at the table.

<renewed> all the time ...

<kenny> every time

<NowFaithIs> I picture a real heart with hardened arteries....once the clog is removed, blood can flow freely through it and sustain life and make it thrive, if the blockage stays, nothing gets through and death is eminent.

<NowFaithIs> always

<opentext> And yet, if we hear that spiritually......then we can see to have a clean and willing heart when we sit down at the table, to receive what Father has for us.  Also, did you notice where Father prepared that table at?

<renewed> in the presence of mine enemies ...

<NowFaithIs> in the presence of mine enemies

<at-peace> before us ... in the presence of mine enemies

<opentext> How hard is it to remember to feed ourselves, in the middle of the battlefield?

<renewed> I sure would have to be peaceful to be able to eat with my enemies around me ....

<NowFaithIs> usually very hard

<renewed> very difficult

<at-peace> usually hard

<opentext> Maybe, this is where this verse comes in......

<opentext> Philippians 1:6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

<opentext> If our focus is on Father, will we even see the enemy?

<NowFaithIs> no

<at-peace> i picture a table in the middle of the battlefield and everything around us happening... yet we are peacefully eating and sharing Gods word for us.

<mizpah^> nope

<renewed> no

<at-peace> nope

<kenny> no

<NowFaithIs> yes, Charlene, with bombs and shots all around ....even touching down at our very feet...but never touching us

<opentext> Very good picture Charlene...and that is the confidence we have to have.  And what kind of spread, do you think Father will set?

<NowFaithIs> unmoved, rooted and grounded

<at-peace> only the best... a banquet

<opentext> How lavish would it be?

<opentext> exactly

<NowFaithIs> more than we could even imagine

<at-peace> and not a spot of blemish touching it 

<mizpah^> the most awesome banquet beyond our imagination

<opentext> And yet, how often is that what we expect....or do we look for just a few crumbs to get us by?

<NowFaithIs> ooh very very often

<mizpah^> maybe a sandwich

<at-peace> sometimes we do that

<kenny> some times to often

<opentext> Or maybe most of us expect a ****sand*** witch

<mizpah^> Not that kind of sandwich...more than crumbs but less than a banquet.

<opentext> Prov 20:17Bread of deceit is sweet to a man; but afterwards his mouth shall be filled with gravel. (KJV)

<at-peace> i would rather have bread and meat.

mizpah^ is honing

<opentext> How often does our mouth feel like it has gravel in it?

<mizpah^> a lot, sometimes

<renewed> sometimes ...

<NowFaithIs> that would mean we are giving ear to lies of the devil...right?

<at-peace> sometimes

<opentext> yes.  This is why we have to be watchful of what we feed our spirit man.

<NowFaithIs> sometimes...too often actually

<mizpah^> none of us are perfect, but continuing in the Word brings us closer to Father in order for Him to lead us

<at-peace> most often we will spit it out... sometimes we swallow

<opentext> Exactly, this is why we have to continue eating at His table, so we get that which will nourish us properly.

<opentext>  john 6:27   Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.

<opentext> we have to continue in this eating pattern

<opentext> helen....continuing in His Word

<opentext> Prov 30:25  The ants are a people not strong, yet they 

prepare their meat in the summer;  (KJV).

<opentext> We have to always be prepared…not wait till the midst of the battle to think about what we should have done.  Just as we have the dinner ready before the company arrives…or should have.  This is why at the start of each day, it is sooooo important, to start off with an ample supply of spiritual food.  If we go into the day prepared, who will then be our source?

<NowFaithIs> Father

<at-peace> Father

<renewed> Father

<mizpah^> Father

<opentext> Mal 3:10-11  Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.  And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.  (KJV)

<opentext> When we look to the Lord...what will be lacking?

<mizpah^> nothing

<renewed> no good thing

<opentext> Also notice...that if we are trusting in the Lord....we have confidence that the seed is growing.  No need to go check up on the work that Father has started…no need to see if He brought enough for dinner.

<NowFaithIs> 0/

<opentext> yes

<at-peace> no need to be looking at another's table

<opentext> yes michie

<NowFaithIs> when you say that, I think of mothers who compare their babies by the "growth chart percentiles" that they get from the dr.   And get all wrapped up in what percentile their child is in....

<opentext> exactly

<NowFaithIs> I was always glad that my dr. never let me know what percentile my children were in, because that was not a need for concern and not an area I needed to focus on.

<opentext> Here again, we have to hear what Father wants us to hear.....otherwise we will have a mouth full of gravel.  How many would be nourished and satisfied after eating gravel?

<NowFaithIs> none

<at-peace> nobody that i know of

<mizpah^> certainly not me!  only the grouse

<opentext> So, as we can see from what Father is asking of us this day, is that we have to be cognizant throughout the day, to see what food we are partaking of.

<NowFaithIs> some animals digest gravel to help in the digestion of their food, we are not one of them!

<opentext> Whatever words we are giving ear to, is what we are feeding our spirit man.

<mizpah^> 1 Cor 15:33  Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.(KJV).

<opentext> Rev 2:7   He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.  (KJV).

<opentext> and that will be our closing verse for this morning

