17 November 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have in store for us in your Word and in fellowship with you that will keep and sustain each of us that in all things we may give and bring you the praise, honor, and glory you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 10:4-5, 4 For Christ is the end of the Law [the limit at which it ceases to be, for the Law leads up to Him Who is the fulfillment of its types, and in Him the purpose which it was designed to accomplish is fulfilled. That is, the purpose of the Law is fulfilled in Him] as the means of righteousness (right relationship to God) for everyone who trusts in and adheres to and relies on Him. 5 For Moses writes that the man who [can] practice the righteousness (perfect conformity to God's will) which is based on the Law [with all its intricate demands] shall live by it. AMP

 

<opentext> Though one recognizes that Christ is the end of the law for those who believe, how easy is it for one to place oneself back under observances, rituals or such?

<disciple> easy if one starts focusing on the world rather than the Word

<at-peace> a little leaven will leaven the whole lump if one is not paying attention at all times

 

<opentext> Jesus of Nazareth lived under total compliance to the Law, to redeem us from the curse of the Law, so that we could live in and under the grace and mercy of God. Jesus of Nazareth accomplished this by always hearing and obeying the Spirit of Christ within Him. Now, even though one may be redeemed from the curse of the law [under the grace and mercy of God] does that mean that one will then automatically live there?

<disciple> no           <at-peace> one has a choice each moment

 

<opentext> And yet as Christians, don't people often want God to make all of the choices and decisions for them?

<disciple> yes, and yet when He gives them counsel, they sometimes reject it...only wanting His choice when it's matches theirs

<at-peace> for many, yes

 

<opentext> Don't people often think that the Christian should be able to just run their life on auto-pilot?

<disciple> yes

<at-peace> yes, once saved always saved many don't think there is anymore to it 

 

<opentext> So what one needs to see, hear and observe here in these verses, is the fact that Jesus of Nazareth, by obedience to the Spirit of Christ within Him, set the path for us to follow, by the same conformity and obedience to the Spirit of Christ.

 

<opentext> Rom 10:6-7, 6 But the righteousness based on faith [imputed by God and bringing right relationship with Him] says, Do not say in your heart, Who will ascend into Heaven? that is, to bring Christ down; 7 Or who will descend into the abyss? that is, to bring Christ up from the dead [as if we could be saved by our own efforts]. AMP

 

<opentext> The righteousness based in and on faith, knows that Jesus Christ has paid the full and complete price for my redemption. Many religions in the world, do not think that Jesus Christ completed that which God asked of Him, and thus why other prophets or such had to be sent. That is part of the meaning here in these verses, to show that Jesus Christ has accomplished that which the Father required for the payment and penalty of sin. Another thing that one is able to see in these verses, is how often is it that when people fail, they try to tell God that an adequate sacrifice was not made in and on their behalf, and thus why they came up short in their efforts?

<disciple> most don't want to take responsibility for their own choices they have made, ignoring Father's Word

 

<opentext> How often have we told God that that which He was asking of us, was just not possible?

<disciple> have done that before

<at-peace> whenever we lean to our own understanding we see it as impossible

 

<opentext> And when one responds as such, how many different excuses do they use? Such as, so and so got more then I did? Or, God loves sos and so more then me?

<disciple> used to think that, but now know, God is no respecter of persons

 

<opentext> And when people act this way, it is because they have lost their focus on the mark of the prize; they are no longer able to see Jesus Christ sitting at the right hand of the Father as their mediator. They have lost their vision, for whatever reason. They have allowed a mountain to rise between themselves and God.

<opentext> That is why Paul starts those verses off, by stating that it is the righteousness based in and on faith, that is, knowing that God is true, and every man a liar. To keep fresh in the heart and mind, that Jesus Christ completed the task given Him by the Father, to redeem us from the curse of the law.

<opentext> It is the righteousness based in and on the Message delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus. It is based in and on the Living Word of God. And we know that God's Word will accomplish that which it was sent to do, for those who believe Him.

<opentext> Yet, how many distractions are there, that try to keep us from, prevent us from hearing God's instructions clearly?

<at-peace> there are many that seek to take our focus off of the mark and cloud our vision and hearing

<disciple> there are always distractions...it's up us to ignore anything but Father's Word.

 

<opentext> And when are hearing is dulled, and when our vision becomes clouded, isn't that when one doubts that Jesus Christ died in and on my behalf to redeem one from the curse of the law, and fail to see that He has paid the price for that sin, and thus do not see Him as risen in that instance?

<disciple> yes

<opentext> Whether one wants to admit or not, that is what transpires when one fails to hear and believe God in every instance that one is challenged to believe that which God is speaking to them. Thus we can see the importance of being able to see Jesus Christ at the right hand of the Father, making intercession for us.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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