17 January 2006 Tuesday Bible study.

 
<greg> Heavenly Father, we gather together this day before your throne of grace, seeking those things which are above, and casting all our cares upon you for you care for us and supply all our need according to your riches in glory by Christ Jesus our Lord
 
<opentext> Rom 15:22-23, 22 For which cause also I have been much hindered from coming to you. 23 But now having no more place in these parts, and having a great desire these many years to come unto you; KJV
 
<opentext> Now we need to keep in mind what Paul was talking about just previously to these verses, and how he would not build upon another man's foundation, nor would he go where Christ had already been named.
<opentext> Often times when things happen, isn't one usually quick to wonder why it happened? But, does one always seek God and His will in the situation, or do they just make assumptions as to what they think had gone wrong?
<greg> as long as there is still a peace, even though things happen, then it is not questioned, but if the peace is gone, it is time to seek an answer
<helpmate> most try to analyze the situation instead of going to Father with it, leaning to their own understanding
<opentext> Another assumption that many people make, is that Paul was welcome where ever he went. Yet, how often was it that Paul wore out his welcome in the places that he visited?
<helpmate> when one is stoned and left for dead, i don’t think they were to welcome
<greg> and thus the conflict and hindrances, the devil didn’t like seeing the word prospering where God was sending it in the vessel of Paul
<at-peace> the more he loved, the less he was loved and the more the opposition came against him
<opentext> So when things don't go quite the way that you think that they should, do you assume right away that you did something wrong?
<greg> many times it is letting patience have its perfect work, not getting ahead of the plan
<helpmate> i used to, but know the more that he attacks the more that i know i am on the right path
<at-peace> i usually take the time to examine myself and motives to see if there was anything that i did 
<chosen> the devil is there ready to tell us that, and we need to be quick to discern who's voice we're listening to
<opentext> So we can see then why Paul said earlier in this letter, that we are not to be conformed to this world, but rather that we are to be changed or transformed by the renewing of our mind, so that we will know that good, and perfect and acceptable will of God in and for our life.
[05:16] <opentext> And we also need to remember that the Lord also warned us, that if they persecuted Him, then they will do the same to us. Yet, when conflicts arise, does one always remember this?
<helpmate> not always at the first onset
<at-peace> one should, but that is not always the case   <chosen> not always
<greg> not putting faces on the conflicts, but realizing it is not flesh and blood we wrestle with, avoiding conflicts, arguments, and lowering ourselves back to the lower nature
<helpmate> we are suppose to come out from among all the conflicts and raise above them
<opentext> Now Paul had a desire to see these people, and was in his mind making plans to come to see them and share his insights into Christ with them. Yet, we know that the way that Paul arrived there was not quite as he had planned. So how do you react or respond when things do not go quite as you envisioned?
<helpmate> shake the dust from your feet and move forward
<greg> if one lets the peace of God rule always, they will respond in the spirit and hold fast their profession of faith without wavering, if they react in the flesh, then confusion sets in
<chosen> it's our responsibility to discern whether it's of God or of the devil
<opentext> So if you went to deliver the message that God asked you to, and you were stoned, and tossed from the city as being dead, how would you respond when you awoke? Would you be in a hurry to return to the city and finish the message? Or, would you be looking at a road map?
<helpmate> one should go back in and finish what Father had ask them to do, but most would have the tendency to pick themselves up and dust themselves off and be on their way
<chosen> seek the doors that God has opened before me and push hard through the ones where the devil is blocking
<greg> the spirit would be willing to return, the flesh would be calling triple AAA, His grace is sufficient to get us through any situation, we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us
<at-peace> one should respond by seeking the counsel of God and see if God if asking one to shake the dust off their feet and move on, or if they are to return and finish that which He is asking because of one more that He wants to minister too so that they may grab hold of the truth and life that is in Christ
[05:30] <opentext> Often times, because of all that which God has revealed to us concerning His Son, people often also assume that everyone wants to know that which we know. So how does one know when the welcome mat is not there anymore?
<at-peace> Matt 10:13And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet.
 (KJV)
<chosen> Father's discernment when we seek His wisdom in it
<greg> I have found that if there is no peace, move on, where there is a peace I have found the spirit speaking through me and able to let the living waters flow more freely
<opentext> In each and every situation, seeking God's will for us. Yet, how often is it that people try to make a playbook to cover every situation; or respond how they have seen others respond?
<greg> scripted plays limit God, it grieves the spirit to be restricted by letting reactions of others dictate the flow
<at-peace> when the confidence is not there, that He will give one the words to speak in any given situation
<opentext> So today, you have the opportunity, the privilege of allowing God to use you, to bring the message of life and hope through Christ Jesus to all of those around you, if you seek, hear and obey His will for you.
<greg> o/     <opentext> yes greg
<greg> Ps 78:40How oft did they provoke him in the wilderness, and grieve him in the desert!  41Yea, they turned back and tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel.42They remembered not his hand, nor the day when he delivered them from the enemy. (KJV)
<greg> without a renewing of the mind, and constantly exercising our spiritual senses to discern between the good and evil, we to limit God and forget His will is to deliver us from this present evil world
<opentext> 2 Cor 2:14Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. (KJV)
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