17 February 2005 Thursday Bible study.

<at-peace^> Father we thank you for this day and this time in fellowship that you have blessed us with to encourage and strengthen us in our walk and relationship with you that in and through all things this day you would receive the praise, honor, and glory that you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 11:27-28, 27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. KJV

<opentext> What one must remember, that anyone that is not a member of the body of Christ, is an enemy. For he that is not with Him, is against Him.

<opentext> Yet, don't people often try to grade people as to how good or bad they may be, even though they may not have a right relationship with God?

<at-peace^> yes     <chosen> yes many do

<opentext> Those that are a part of the body of Christ, have accepted the Father's love, by accepting His grace and then operating by faith in His Word.

<opentext> As was mentioned yesterday, that God so loved the world, that He gave a way of reconciliation for any and all that would accept it.

<opentext> When are a persons sins then forgiven of them?

<chosen> as soon as they ask and accept His forgiveness

<at-peace^> when they accept Jesus Christ, God's love 

<opentext> 1 John 1:9, as soon as they ask for forgiveness, and then accept it. But also one must note in that verse is that it states, "If we confess our sins", who is the we?

<chosen> each person, through the one mediator Jesus Christ…no one else can do it for us

<opentext> Anyone that will accept the promise of God that fellowship with Him would be restored by accepting and acknowledging the sacrifice of Jesus Christ made in and on our behalf. One must remember, that God wishes that none would perish, the sacrifice made, was for the sin of the world.

<opentext> Yet, how often do people think or assume that God plays favorites apart from faith?

<chosen> many do

<opentext> Even for you, the believer, aren't their times when leaning towards the lower nature, that you think that God is a little more favorable towards someone else?

<chosen> whenever one leans to their own old understanding

<opentext> So it is imperative for us to see and recognize, that God's love is the same for all of mankind, that He wishes that none would perish. That God does not play favorites, but has His love and fellowship available to and for anyone that will accept it and walk in it.

<opentext> If we are seeking God with all our heart, then others unbelief should cause one to see how vital it is for them to continue in the Word, To remain grounded and settled in those truths that Father has revealed to you, of Christ in you.

<opentext> Yet, how often when one sees others doing those things that are not pleasing to God, does one operate in anything other then compassion?

<at-peace^> one should remember what manner of man they once were and operate in compassion instead of judgment

<chosen> we need to be quick to remember what manner of man we were, and how much grace we have been shown

<opentext> So we can see then that one must stay focused in and on the truth, not the lies, for us to be that effective example of the believer. 

<opentext> To be mindful of where we have come from, so that we can stay focused in and on the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Think about this, that when Jesus Christ was on the cross and the end was near, His focus was still in and on the promises of God, and not the fact that the vast majority of those there, looked at Him as a total failure.

<opentext> How often do you allow what other people think or say, to have an effect on your relationship with God?

<at-peace^> one shouldn't but that is not always the case... need to remain confident in our relationship with God so that what others say or think will not affect us

<chosen> sometimes i have believed the lies and it takes more of an effort to remove them once we have allowed them into our mind

<at-peace^> committing ourselves unto God and not man

<opentext> Each and every day, with each and every person we come in contact with, we have the opportunity to allow the light of Jesus Christ to shine forth from us. To be that vessel that they can see and get a glimpse of God's Word and promises in action.

<opentext> The more one allows Father to reveal Christ within them, the clearer picture that one is then able to present to those around us.

<opentext> One must remember, that when we were an enemy of God, that somewhere, someplace, there was someone still praying for you that you would see Father's love.

<opentext> We may never know who they are until we get home. But the fact is that someone was faithful in what Father asked of them. Today, let us be faithful and diligent in all that Father asks of us.

(
Copyright © 2005 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
