Bible Study Tuesday 17 December 2002

 

What is it that you try to convey or present, when you are asked a reason of the hope that is within you? 

 

Zechariah 4:6 Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. (KJV)

 

As Paul tells us in addressing the people at Philippi, that he would know Him, and the power of His resurrection. The best way for any person to be that example of the believer, is by growing in their relationship with Father.

 

2 Timothy 2:15 Earnestly seek to commend yourself to God as a servant who, because of his straightforward dealing with the word of truth, has no reason to feel any shame. (Weymouth's New Testament)
 

Growing up into Him in all things. This, one is able to do because we are complete in Him. You have an unction of the Holy One, and you know all things. Now, just because we know all things, does not mean that we have always learned to listen to it, and apply it to our lives.

 

Ephesians 4:15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: (KJV)

 

Ephesians 4:15 But we shall lovingly hold to the truth, and shall in all respects grow up into union with Him who is our Head, even Christ. (Weymouth's New Testament)
 

[Grow up into him] This is a continuance of the metaphor taken from the members of a human body receiving nourishment equally and growing up, each in its due proportion to other parts, and to the body in general. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

The truth of God should be so preached to all the members of the church of God, that they may all receive an increase of grace and life; so that each, in whatever state he may be, may get forward in the way of truth and holiness. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

When Paul said he became all things to all people, does not mean that he took on all of their customs and traditions, but rather that he learned to hear Father’s counsel and wisdom on how it should be delivered, so it would thus minister grace and peace to the listener. Not presenting it as we understand it, but with Father’s wisdom.

 

Often times when Father gives me the outline for studies, and that which He has me present are quite different. First Father has to have me understand what He wants me to present; and then, I have to hear His wisdom on how He wants it presented so that it is viable or practical to the listener.

 

In the church of Christ there are persons in various states: the careless, the penitent, the lukewarm, the tempted, the diffident, the little child, the young man, and the father. He who has got a talent for the edification of only one of those classes should not stay long in a place, else the whole body cannot grow up in all things under his ministry. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Ephesians 4:15 - Into him - Into his image and Spirit, and into a full union with him. (Wesley’s notes)

 

One has to keep fresh in their heart and mind, that we are to be partakers of His divine nature. Doing only those things we see Father doing; and speaking only those things we hear Father speak. This is what it is to grow up into Him in all things. This is what it means to be in union with Him. The example that we are to set as believers, is that of living a life which shows others how to live in union or agreement with God. This is what the Message of faith shows us. 
What will you hear this day?
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