17 August 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

Father, we thank you for this day, this moment that we can come to you by and through Christ Jesus, to receive of and from you that which we have need of to nourish and sustain us through this day as we journey home.

 

<opentext> Rom 13:11, Besides this you know what [a critical] hour this is, how it is high time now for you to wake up out of your sleep (rouse to reality). For salvation (final deliverance) is nearer to us now than when we first believed (adhered to, trusted in, and relied on Christ, the Messiah). AMP

 

<opentext> Okay, so you are awaking out of a slumber, how cognizant and attentive are you at that moment?

<disciple> getting adjusted to being awake, not that attentive

<at-peace> usually depends if i rested well or not.... if i am rested well i am more cognizant and attentive, than if not

<opentext> Regardless of how rested or not one is, their initial reactions when waking up take a bit of time for one to become, let us say, fully operational and functional. Now also consider that it is the critical hour, and you have to receive and comprehend these instructions; yet did one consider this before they allowed themselves to slip off to sleep?

<disciple> no

<opentext> While in the midst of combat, one learns to live a whole different way, and the senses become much more acute and trained, since one realizes that it is a life and death situation. Yet, how often in our journey towards home, does one look at every choice, every decision in this manner?

<disciple> we always should, and listen to Father each second about each and everything we say or do

<chosen> it should be what we strive to always do, rather than be complacent at times

<opentext> So the fact is, that people do not always consider the reality of the situation, and do become complacent whether they want to admit it or not. Think about that for a moment; if people always viewed every moment and every decision as crucial and critical, would they find themselves in most of the messes that they get themselves into?

<disciple> not at all

<chosen> no they would be more ready to do only that which pleases Father and what He asks of them at that moment

<opentext> So then why is it that the believers become complacent? Why don't they see and comprehend the urgency of each and every step that they take towards home?

<disciple> complacency takes over little by little, while justifying the works of the flesh

<chosen> distractions taking one's focus away from God's will for us

<opentext> What about the cares of this world, this life, when they become a priority over and above the Word? How focused is one able to stay on the mark for the prize?

<disciple> can't serve God and man...and when complacency sets in, people start serving man...usually themselves, rather than Father

<at-peace> cares and concerns of this life choke the Word thus taking one's focus away from the mark

<chosen> the more i build my personal relationship with Him the easier it becomes to deal with every care that tries to come along, and maintain focus on His promises

<opentext> So then if one is putting forth all of their effort towards and for the cares and concerns of this world, have they then went to sleep concerning the things of God?

<chosen> yes      <disciple> yes

<opentext> And how hard or difficult is it then to return one's focus to those things that should matter?

<chosen> takes a full effort, total commitment

<disciple> takes a concerted effort, a forceful drive to begin that commitment, again

<opentext> And yet  when confronted about being real picky with the Word, and how one applies it to their life, how often is one receptive to the chastening and rebuke that comes from Father?

<disciple> usually one doesn't want to hear it...justifying their own actions

<opentext> Just like we have talked about before; if one fails to do the maintenance, and or keep their car filled with gasoline, how likely are they to complete their journey?

<chosen> they won't

<at-peace> without maintenance and fill-ups one won't get far before they break down or run out of gas, thus not completing the journey

<opentext> It is easy to put gasoline in one's vehicle and go for a ride; yet, how enthused are people about keeping up the proper maintenance on their vehicle, to be sure that it is always in peak operating condition? Or is it that most wait for something to break down before they get concerned with fixing or repairing anything?

<disciple> most wait till something breaks and then tries to repair it

<opentext> So we can see how easy it is to be awake or cognizant in some areas, and yet be totally asleep in others. Thus why one has to be fully awake in this journey towards home. 
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