17 August 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Our Father we thank you for this day and time of fellowship you have prepared for us to hear and learn of your Word that is able to make us wise unto salvation that in all that we do this day will bring you the praise, honor, and glory you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:29-30, 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 8:29, God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He decided from the outset to shape the lives of those who love him along the same lines as the life of his Son. The Son stands first in the line of humanity he restored. We see the original and intended shape of our lives there in him. (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> In many things in life, we get instructions on how to properly do something. Yet, how often does one always precisely follow those instructions, and yet complain as soon as things do not turn out the way we thought they should, even though it was us, that failed to properly follow the instructions?

<disciple> have tried to side step the responsibility...am learning to acknowledge it, and apply the correction

<chosen> have tried taking shortcuts

 

<opentext> Many want the same results in their life that Jesus Christ had in His life [and we know that the Word tells us that this is possible]. Yet, is one always willing to do that which is necessary, that which is essential, to have that manifest within their life?

<disciple> not always

<chosen> not every time

 

<opentext> Most people want God to shape their lives for them. They want God to do all of the work that is necessary for them.  Yet the Word clearly tells us, and shows us, that it is as we allow the love of God to be manifest in our life, and reciprocated by the same manner and way as Jesus Christ did, then, and only then, is the Word able to shape us, or cause us to be conformed to His image, and after Their likeness.

<opentext> Paul tells us to not be conformed to this world; that we are to come out from among the conformity of this world, yet does one always do this? How often does the believer try to use the world as their standard, rather then the example that Jesus Christ set for us to follow?

<disciple> should always use Jesus Christ as the perfect example...the world is going to hell, we don't want to follow them

<at-peace> whenever one is seeking to please man instead of God

 

<opentext> If one gets a virus within their hard drive, how hard is it to eliminate all of the contamination and corruption that was placed within it [the hard drive]?

<at-peace> most times one has to wipe out the hard drive and re-install the software

<disciple> can be almost impossible

<at-peace> which if one had, had the proper protection in the first place they would not have gotten the virus

 

<opentext> Often times, doesn't one have to consult an expert in that field, in order to get the wholesomeness returned and restored?

<at-peace> yes            <disciple> yes, have done that in some things

 

<opentext> So we can see then, that God saw from the beginning, that Adam would listen to the wrong thing, and allow the virus of sin into his life, and would pass that virus to all of those that followed him. But God in His infinite love, wisdom, mercy and grace, made a provision for an expert in that field [Jesus Christ of Nazareth], to come along at a certain place and time, and show us the proper software [the Spirit of Christ] that would show us how we could totally eradicate that virus called sin.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:29, God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He decided from the outset to shape the lives of those who love him along the same lines as the life of his Son. The Son stands first in the line of humanity he restored. We see the original and intended shape of our lives there in him. (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> So we can then see what Paul is portraying to us here. We can see how that God has made the way for us to be that active participant of His divine nature. That same Spirit, that same gift, that allowed Jesus Christ to fully avoid contamination by that virus called sin.

<opentext> Now, even though we know this, even though we are aware of that which has been made available to us and for us, why does one fail at times to properly utilize this ability?

<at-peace> not having one's mind renewed and remaining in the Spirit hinders one from the proper utilization of the Word to shield them from the fiery darts

<disciple> sigh...listen to the wrong voice at times

 

<opentext> With an anti-virus program, one has the ability to stay current with all of the updates that are made available, in order to avoid any of the new variations of the virus [sin] that may be out there. And yet with this available, how many stay current in order to avoid contamination?

<at-peace> few take the time the be prepared 

 

<opentext> As Paul said, that we are not to be conformed to this world [not downloading anything unless we know it is from Father] but that we are to be transformed by the renewing of our mind [the fresh daily virus updates] that allow us to extinguish all of the fiery [virus] darts of the adversary.

<opentext> Each day, Father has that available to us by and through Christ Jesus, that which is able to give us the ability to overcome any and every obstacle that we may face, and maintain our walk and course upon the strait and narrow path. It is only you that can make the determination to stay the course, and continue progressing towards home with Him.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/   <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> verses to share...1 Pet 4:1-2,  1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves

 likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men,

 but to the will of God. (KJV)

<at-peace> having the same determination, the same mind against sin that it no longer will have

 dominion in ones life

<opentext> Arm yourselves! Take unto you, the FULL armor of God, wherewith YOU shall be able to stand!
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