Bible Study Wednesday 17 April 2002

We say we hear God, but then, does one obey that which they hear?

Romans 10:17 And this proves that faith comes from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ. (Weymouth translation)
The Bible tells us that to each man is given the measure of faith. Then, one must learn and develop that trust and confidence in God and His Word.

 

1 Peter 2:2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: (KJV)

 

It shows why they were regenerated, and why they were to desire the unadulterated doctrines of the Gospel; namely: that they might grow up unto salvation. This was the end they should always have in view; and nothing could so effectually promote this end as continually receiving the pure truth of God, claiming the fulfilment of its promises, and acting under its dictates. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Growth and improvement in wisdom and grace are the design and desire of every Christian; all spiritual means are for edification and improvement. The word of God, rightly used, does not leave a man as it finds him, but improves and makes him better. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

However, growth and development can only happen, if we recall and apply that which the prior verse tells us: 1Peter 2:1 Rid yourselves therefore of all ill-will and all deceitfulness, of insincerity and envy, and of all evil speaking. (Weymouth). Only then is that new creation able to grow and develop, in accordance with God and His will. Children do not know these types of things or behavior (ill-will, deceitfulness and such) until the parents teach and instruct them in these traits.

 

As babes grow on their proper nutriment. Piety in the heart is susceptible of growth, and is made to grow by its proper aliment (food that sustains or supports), as a plant or a child is, and will grow in proportion as it has the proper kind of nutriment. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Thus, why one should be quick to seek Father’s approval in all that they do. Doing all to please Him. This can only happen as one takes and makes the time to rightly divide the Word of truth. For then, one will not be ashamed when they stand before Him.

 

Hebrews 5:12-14 For although, considering the long time you have been believers, you ought now to be teachers of others, you really need some one to teach you over again the very rudiments of the truths of God, and you have come to require milk instead of solid food. 13 By people who live on milk I mean those who are imperfectly acquainted with the teaching concerning righteousness. 14 Such persons are mere babes. But solid food is for adults--that is, for those who through constant practice have their spiritual faculties carefully trained to distinguish good from evil. (Weymouth)

 

Does a child always eat that which is the healthiest or best nourishment for them? How long will they carry these bad habits they developed with them?

 

How does one get a child to eat that which is best for them? Do we forget who is supposed to train the child in the way that they should travel? It will not be a crowd pleaser, to travel the strait and narrow path, that so few find.

 

[And are become such] The words seem to intimate that they had once been better instructed, and had now forgotten that teaching; and this was occasioned by their being dull of hearing; either they had not continued to hear, or they had heard so carelessly that they were not profited by what they heard. They had probably totally omitted the preaching of the Gospel, and consequently forgotten all they had learned. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

In the oracles of God there are some first principles, plain to be understood and necessary to be learned. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Just as in the physical life, there is a progression of learning for what is best for one’s health and development, so too it is within the kingdom of God.

 

There are also deep and sublime mysteries, which those should search into who have learned the first principles, that so they may stand complete in the whole will of God. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

As one grows in the realm of God and their spiritual walk, there are things that one must seek for God to reveal to them. Learning the right things to feed and develop the spiritual being with.

 

Some persons, instead of going forward in Christian knowledge, forget the very first principles that they had learned long ago; and indeed those that are not improving under the means of grace will be losing. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

Just as when one does not or will not exercise in the physical, many problems will set in and develop; so, it is the same way in the realm of the Spirit. Thus, why we are told to continue in the faith. To continue in the Word. To be exercised by the Word and the correction that Father brings to us.

 

It is a sin and shame for persons that are men for their age and standing in the church to be children and babes in understanding. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

1 Corinthians 14:20 Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding be men. (KJV)

 

Children are apt to be struck with novelty and strange appearances. They are taken with an outward show, without enquiring into the true nature and worth of things. Do not you act like them, and prefer noise and show to worth and substance; show a greater ripeness of judgment, and act a more manly part; be like children in nothing but an innocent and inoffensive disposition. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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