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18 February 1999

<renewed> Father, we come to you this day through your Son Jesus Christ, and we ask Father that we would have open hearts and ears to receive all that you have for each one of us this day as we come to feast on the bread of life which sustains and keeps us, and we ask all of this knowing that it is in You that we find health and life, and we ask all of this in the name of Jesus Christ…

<opentext> for the last few months, we have been covering the **mystery** of the gospel.  any questions pertaining to this area? 

 <renewed> o/

<opentext> yes cheryl

<renewed> Is it only as our mind is renewed that we are fully able to comprehend what the mystery is about?

<opentext> actually, it goes a bit beyond that. yes, our mind has to be renewed with the Word, however i know many people that have the whole Bible memorized, and yet have no concept of who Christ is, or of their rights and authority in Christ. so as our mind is renewed by the Word, Father deals with us, or asks of us to remove things of the flesh, or old and bad habits. as we remove these areas of the flesh that are causing us to falter, we then are able to see more of who we are in Christ, as well

as more of the understanding of the mystery. so it is not just hearing the Word...it is becoming a doer or one who lives the Word as well. does that clear it up cheryl?

<renewed> yes thanks, so in actual fact the Word doesn't really renew our minds until our actions line up with it? is that what you are saying?

<opentext> look at it this way. f you have bugs flying all around you...and you ask Father to remove the bugs for you, and Father hands you a can of bug spray and you only look at the can of bug spray, are the bugs going to go away?

<renewed> lol .. no

<opentext> so you have to utilize or apply that which Father gives you

<renewed> right

<opentext> next question

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> when i learn something new (like being in my flesh), i have a tendency to want to let every one else know when they are in their flesh. i can see it so clearly for them. and i want to tell them, but is this my job, or can i tell them if they ask me what i think?

<opentext> lol...ok judy...a common question and problem for all Christians.  first off judy...are there any two people alike?

<diligently> no

<opentext> so then each one of has flaws that are a little different than each other?

<diligently> yes

<opentext> so then, as Father deals with me on an area....i need to ask Him for all of His wisdom, on how it is best for me to overcome that area of my life that He is talking to me about. with you Judy, which speaks louder to you, someone who

 tells you what is wrong with your life, or someone who sets the example that you are able to see clearly but says nothing unless asked?

<diligently> someone that sets an example

<opentext> so if that is what speaks loudest to you, and is what is most peaceable to you...then which do you think Father is asking of you?

<diligently> to let Him do the fixing in others.  but my flesh wants to jump in there and say "ohhh,  i know what is wrong with you". so yes the answer is let Father

<opentext> lol...yes...understand...but maybe what Father is asking of you there...is to pray for them

<diligently> yes…as fast as they say it

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> does that help judy?

<diligently> yes ,oh that is wonderful…that can be a clue that brother or sister needs me to pray for them  :-)    thank you

<opentext> 1 Pet 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready

 always to give an answer to every man​ that asketh you​ a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: (KJV)


<opentext> next question

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> since everything in the Word is pointing to more of the mystery, anytime that Father asks something of us, and we refuse or neglect to do it...refusing...does that mean we are asking Him not to reveal more of the mystery?

<opentext> every time we gain a victory over an area of the flesh...it reveals more of who Christ is, and what we are in and through Him.  every time we gain a victory over an area of the flesh...it reveals more of who Christ is, and what we are in and through Him

<mizpah> we aren't always ready to grow in an area when Father is asking us too, though...right?

<opentext> it would be more of like sticking our fingers in our ears, and asking Father to speak up since we think we are not able to hear Him.  if Father is asking, and Father is all wise, then He knows we are ready, it is then a matter of putting the flesh in subjection or under the control of the Spirit

<mizpah> ok

<opentext> does that answer it miz?

<mizpah> yes, it does...except...if we do not want to grow in that area, then Father won't open more of the mystery to us, right?

<opentext> there is a proper order to all that Father does with us and asks of us....so if Father is working with us, and we choose not to listen...would it not be getting into the area of rebelling against the Word...and being stubborn with what Father is asking of us?

<mizpah> ouch...yes. my question is answered now...that totally cleared it up.

  <opentext> and another thing to consider is this, Father has something more for us always, but it is essential for us to get over that area He is talking about before He can reveal anything else to us.  next question

<opentext> wow...no more questions

<renewed> o/

<opentext> yes cheryl

<renewed> Was reading Colossians 4:3 ... and Paul talks about asking God to open a door of utterance to speak the mystery of Christ, but would that be possible unless there were those who were first asking?

<opentext> Col 4:3-6  Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a

 door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time. Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man. (KJV)

<opentext> cheryl. please note verse 6. always with grace....using the proper words or well seasoned....to answer...one cannot answer unless _____?

<renewed> asked.  so is he asking God to point him to those who would ask

 then?

<opentext> we always have to be sure we read the whole of the context of what Father is talking about.... what Paul is talking about...that is if i am hearing

 Father...and following that which He is asking. then.......His Word will be the lamp to my feet, the feet shod with the **preparation** of the Gospel of peace, and i will know which is the door that He is wanting me to go through...so i will be

 where He wants me to be, not where i **think** i should be

<renewed> oh okay

<opentext> also, should not my life be a written epistle, known and read of all men?

<renewed> yes

<opentext> so then, as they read my life and lifestyle...that in itself will cause conviction...and then the choice is theirs to ask or run. being an example of the believers. 

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:12-13  Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example

 of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith,

 in purity. Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.


 (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:12-13   Let no one think slightingly of you because you are a

 young man; but in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, be an example for your fellow Christians to imitate.  Till I come, bestow your attention on reading,

 exhortation and teaching. (Weymouth Translation)

<opentext> how often can we encourage one another by our example alone?

<renewed> yes, think I understand, it doesn't matter how good of an example I am, it is still their choice ...

<opentext> exactly

<renewed> we can encourage them a lot

<renewed> yes it does thanks  :-)

<opentext> next question

<shama> o/

<opentext> yes steph

<shama> when we are trying to understand something that will reveal more clearly to us who we are in Christ Jesus...and yet it still seems foggy to us....is that cuz (because) we aren't ready to hear or cuz (because) we aren't listening properly?

<opentext> first off...since we know Father is perfect...we know He would not be dealing with us unless He knew we were ready. sometimes....we are still a bit foggy or unsure of the answer...because we think we should always understand it all, right

now. we spent years in most cases developing the areas of the flesh that are a problem to us.....and yet fail to remember that when coming to dealing with them. 

<shama> so then Father's plans might be to reveal it to us a bit at a time, until we see the whole picture? not necessarily all at once?

<opentext> then when the weed comes up again...we think Father failed, but it was really us, not being patient enough to hear ALL of Father's counsel...before we got out the weed whacker.  exactly steph... many times we do not ask Father what it is He is wanting us to see. or, another way of looking at it, would be cleaning the outside of the cup, but neglecting the inside.  having the form of godliness...but denying the power  Christ, that will get the job done.  anyone here ever try to clean crusty dirty dishes without using soap and water?

<shama> yes

<renewed> no

<diligently> wont work

<shama> it doesn't work

<opentext> so we ask Father...use the Word the living waters....and ask the Holy Spirit to guide us through the cleaning process...patiently.  does that help steph?

<shama> yes thanks

<opentext> next question

<ready2> and the fullers soap

<opentext> Mal 3:2
But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall

 stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like

 fullers' soap:
 (KJV)

<opentext> def for fullers...

3526  kabac-to wash (by treading), to be washed, to perform the work

 of a fuller    a) (Qal) a washer, a fuller, a treader (participle)    b) (Piel) to wash (garments, a person)   c) (Pual) to be washed   d) (Hothpael) to be washed out

<opentext> next question

<renewed> o/

<opentext> yes cheryl

<renewed> Father has been showing me the importance of setting a determination that nothing or no one is going to sway you from the mystery of the Gospel, but am not always sure how to do that?  Is it a mind set you have or what?

<opentext> Isa 50:7
For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be

 confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed. (KJV)

<opentext> as we grow, we see more clearly how real God is...and as our vision becomes more clear....we then are able to grasp more of the things of God....and yes...it is that determination...setting our face like a flint to the mark of the prize....and not allowing anyone or anything to deter me from that which Father has asks of me.  

<opentext> 1 Pet 4:1  Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; (KJV)

<opentext> here is a good description of determination

<opentext> Rom 8:38-39 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor

 angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to

 come,
Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
 (KJV)

<opentext> Weymouth Rom 8:38-39  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither the lower ranks of evil angels nor the higher, neither things present

 nor things future, nor the forces of nature, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God which rests upon us in

 Christ Jesus our Lord.  does that help cheryl?

<renewed> yes it does thanks :-)

<opentext> next question

<dilligently>  o/

<opentext> judy

<diligently> is it ok from what Fathers word says to drink alcohol? i think it is nothing but a tool of the devils and i have gotten into talks with other Christians that say it is ok…and then that up sets me that they think that way.

<opentext> judy, Father says that we are kings and priests unto Him...correct?

<diligently> yes. and should king and priest be drunk

<opentext> also...if one looks at any bottle of alcoholic drinks...it says distilled spirits...and i will guarantee you it is not Father's spirit in that bottle

<opentext> Prov 31:4-5 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink

 wine; nor for princes strong drink: Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted.  (KJV)

<diligently> one can of beer kills brain cells

<opentext> and the devil comes to steal...kill and destroy

<diligently> yes. 

<opentext> people are always looking and making excuses to do what they want....you have to do that which Father is asking of you...and set the example that Father is asking of you

<diligently> yes, but they will say well Jesus Christ even  drank wine

<opentext> those who want to sin and be disobedient to God are going to do so, and if they will not listen to Father....why would one be foolish enough to think they will listen to mere man?  they cannot prove that out scripturally Judy...they are straining at gnats and swallowing camels

<diligently> ok i see, just let it go then…because they do have a choice, but as far as them telling me Fathers Word says it is ok, it is not.  yes. its just sad when it is Christians

<opentext> they will twist the Word to say whatever they want. no...they just say they are Christians....wolves in sheep's clothing

<diligently> or larry,  they will say "oh Judy you have been healed of that, so you can drink".  Yes.  thank you soooo

<opentext> i have been healed of it....and that is why i will not go and infect myself again, lest a worse thing comes upon me

<diligently> yes i believe Father has healed me of that, but i still don't want to do it.  no good can come out of it

<opentext> does that help Judy?

<diligently> yes

<diligently> yes 

<opentext> next question

<now-faith> o/

<diligently> very good thank you

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> way back to cheryl's question about a door of utterance....

<opentext> ok

<now-faith> when i read that verse, i think of it in the sense that if i have neglected to be that example in all manner of living, then i have in a sense closed that door of opportunity that might have been there, would that be correct?

<opentext> yes...for if we react in the flesh...we have hindered our spiritual vision, and we will not see clearly that which Father has asked of us.  

<now-faith> ok, and my second question is in regard to what judy was just asking.... in understanding all that was just said, we also have to understand that we have to allow Father to make the adjustments in other's lives and not expect everyone else to be where we are in the faith as well, correct?

<opentext> knock and the door shall be opened...do we always double check to recognize the voice that said come in?

<now-faith> not sure what you mean there

<opentext> how many times...as w are going through life...and a voice says come in here...do we always make sure that it is Father's voice...or do we race to the door and go in...only to find out it was not Father.  

<now-faith> hmm, yeah, guess i never thought of it quite like that before... or like was expounded on in the newsletter, when we are looking for certain answers or things, we will hear what we want to hear until sometimes too late...is that what you mean?

<opentext> as for the second part....we have to remember that we are not the Saviour...we are workers in His vineyard....so we are only helpers of others faith.....

<opentext> yes

<now-faith> ok wow, something more to meditate on there!

<now-faith> thank you

<opentext> :-)

<opentext> next question

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> i don't know if this is long of a question to answer, but I've heard others talk about 70 years  then Father is coming?

<opentext> Father could send the Son at any time...what you have probably heard is people talking about is how many years Father has promised us here on this earth

<help-fish> Ps 90:10  The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.  (KJV)

<opentext> so unless Father sends the Son, which could happen any time, we are promised 70 years here on this earth. however...if Father sends His Son today...that is one promise i will not hold Him to. does that help judy?

<diligently> :-) yes

<opentext> next week, we will finish up the current series we are doing on the mystery, and the following week we will start a short study on the book of Philemon

<now-faith> oh good book!

<opentext> any other questions before we open the channel for fellowship?

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> some times or most of the time i don't mind waiting  on something, if i do not understand. i feel some questions Father might not want me messing with just yet. what do you think?

<opentext> judy....our flesh would always like all of the answers, and want them right now.  

<diligently> some times my own questions confuse me.

<opentext> we need to recognize as well as acknowledge Father's wisdom, and allow Him to bring us along...rather then trying to determine what we think is best, or what we think we should be.  working on next...be patient and trusting Father's wisdom, and then depend upon His guidance

<diligently> to I'm feel I'm better off leaving well enough alone

<opentext> it all comes back to trusting Father.....and knowing that He will never lead us wrong

<diligently> yes

<opentext> judy...a good series to look at is **how green is His valley?**

<diligently> so we can even ask Father what he thinks our questions should be what he would like us to know?

<opentext> yes

<diligently> you know i am saved but i have really been used to doing things on my own, not realizing i have a heavenly Father that will guide all my steps. All i have to do is ask.

<renewed> thank you for helping us with our questions larry :-))

opentext says, joyful to be of service!

<now-faith> good morning family, thank you larry for a blessed study

<shama> it was such a wonderful time this morning....thank you

<opentext> it was a fun and blessed time this morning.....and truly enjoy our Q & A studies like this

<now-faith> how often is it again?

<opentext> the first and third Thursday of each month

<now-faith> ok will post that

<mizpah> thanks for the great study, larry....we can truly learn from each other's question and answers.

<opentext> if we take the time to listen

