16 September 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we have to come before you to receive of you by and through Christ Jesus, that which is essential to sustain us in our journey through this life. We are so thankful for your love, mercy and compassion that you have shown on those who diligently seek you.

 

<opentext> Rom 9:14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. KJV

 

<opentext> As we have been seeing in this chapter, how Paul has been showing us how people have an identity crisis with God. That a large majority of the time, people try to relate to and with God, by that which they have been taught by their fellow man, rather then that which could be revealed to them by the Holy Spirit.

<opentext> As a person continues on their journey through this life, the troubles they have are not a result of God and His Word, but rather from misinformation that they have been given about God and His Word.

<opentext> Just as in the time of Jesus Christ, there were the scribes, the Pharisees, the priests, the Levites, and a few other groups that were supposed to be showing the people the way to God. Yet, because of traditions, rituals and what have you, they as a result actually were leading the people away from God.

<opentext> Now think about that for a moment, that the people that were supposed to be guiding the people  into a closer relationship with God, were not able to even relate to the Word of God which was plainly manifest before them.

<opentext> Why was this?

<disciple> scales of flesh were over their eyes  

<helpmate> the blind leaders of the blind

<at-peace> the veil of the flesh was still upon their hearts

<chosen> it has to come by revelation, through Christ Jesus

 

<opentext> John 5:39-41, 39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. 40 And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 41 I receive not honour from men. KJV

 

<opentext> Those who were supposed to be in the know, were not even familiar enough with the scriptures to see and understand the obvious, because as Steph said, that it only comes by revelation. The deep things of God, who is a Spirit, cannot be understood by the flesh.

<opentext> The natural man cannot and will not receive the things of God. Why? Because they are spiritually discerned, and those that are operating in and by the lower nature [the flesh] are not able to please God.

<opentext> Yet, when God does not meet our expectations, what is it that you usually think? that maybe God is unrighteous? That maybe He is not concerned about you?

<helpmate> maybe He didn't hear me....did i come to Him properly

<disciple> that i may have done something wrong...and since i don't deserve it, anyway... Father is going to withhold it to teach me a lesson...but, He withholds no good thing

<opentext> Now remember just a bit earlier in study, it was brought up that the scribes, Pharisees, priests and Levites were supposed to be showing the people the way into a closer relationship with God. Yet, they were not able to even realize the very promise of God that was manifest plainly before them.

<opentext> What people seldom consider or ask, is who would be the scribes,  Pharisees, priests and Levites of today?

<helpmate> the leaders of the buildings down the street

<disciple> the religious leaders holding services in buildings

<opentext> Now the religious leaders of Jesus Christ time, knew the scriptures quite well. They were able to present them to the people, however, there was no life in that which they presented to the people. 

<opentext> Even though there is but one Message that relates to God's love, mercy and compassion, without His Spirit to give light and life to His Word, they will be of no avail to anyone. Just like having a brand new car without the proper key. It will look pretty sitting in the driveway, people will admire it, but it will have no useful function to you.

<opentext> This is the way I see the religious leaders of Jesus Christ time, as well as the religious leaders of today; they sell the people a high priced car, but do not have the ability to provide them with the key that will make that car functional to them.

<opentext> And that which has been taught by the religious leaders, is so often held in high esteem, because the people have placed all of their trust in those people, rather then in and on the Word of God.

 

<opentext> Rom 9:14 What shall we conclude then? Is there injustice upon God's part? Certainly not! 15 For He says to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy and I will have compassion (pity) on whom I will have compassion. [Ex 33:19.] 16 So then [God's gift] is not a question of human will and human effort, but of God's mercy. [It depends not on one's own willingness nor on his strenuous exertion as in running a race, but on God's having mercy on him.] AMP

 

<opentext> If one is going to participate in "the race", then one has to follow the rules established by Him who has created the race, and not by the bystanders who try to change the rules as the race progresses.

<opentext> The religious leaders are those who try to change the rules as the race progresses, trying to circumvent the rules that God set at the beginning of the race.

<opentext> Yet, how often will people seek counsel from the bystanders concerning the race, rather then from He who created the race?

<disciple> most do that, because they don't want to take the time to seek Father and hear Him for themselves

<chosen> when taking shortcuts

<opentext> If a person will maintain their relationship with God by and through Christ Jesus, they will not have an identity crisis, and will be able to go boldly before the throne of grace, to find that help that they need.
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