16 November 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father we thank you for this day, this time that we have to come before you through Jesus Christ to receive the bread of life and living waters that are necessary to sustain us this day. With thankful hearts we treasure the gift that you have made available to us.

 

<opentext> Rom 14:19,  So let us then definitely aim for and eagerly pursue what makes for harmony and for mutual upbuilding (edification and development) of one another. AMP

 

<opentext> One is to seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; one is to work out their own salvation with reverence and respect to and for God.

<opentext> So in pursuit of the peace of God which passes all understanding, one first has to be at peace with God themselves. If one is not at peace with God themselves, they have nothing of value to show to those whom they are around.

<opentext> Now, just because one is at peace and in harmony or agreement with God, does that necessarily mean that they will then be at peace with those whom they are around?

<opentext> Often times, when one is operating in the love and peace of God, doesn't that make it uncomfortable for those whom one is around? Doesn't it make them a bit uneasy?

<opentext> Jesus Christ "always" did those things which pleased the Father. And yet, for those who were supposed to be in the know; those who were supposed to be able to direct the people to God, had a very difficult time being around Him.

<opentext> So just because one has the peace of God operating in their life, does not mean that it is going to instill or bring forth peace from those who we are around or in contact with.

 

<opentext> Matt 10:12-14, 12 As you go into the house, give your greetings and wish it well. 13 Then if indeed that house is deserving, let come upon it your peace [that is, freedom from all the distresses that are experienced as the result of sin]. But if it is not deserving, let your peace return to you. 14 And whoever will not receive and accept and welcome you nor listen to your message, as you leave that house or town, shake the dust [of it] from your feet. AMP

 

<opentext> Here we can see the Lord giving us a good example of how we are to operate. Salute or wish well to the house when we enter it. Then, if the house is deserving, let you peace come upon it.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that people try to force God's peace on others? 

<opentext> One has to remember, that two cannot walk together unless they are in agreement with the foundation principles.

<opentext> So if two cannot agree on the gift of God for salvation, and the ability to walk in a life and manner that is pleasing to God, they will not get along. It will cause division, and eventually for the infrastructure to collapse.

<opentext> Now at the same time, one has to be able to encourage those that they are around, and that are willing to hear and grow in the Word.

<opentext> Now if people are arguing and bickering over what foods to eat or not eat; if they are debating what days might be holier then others, how much peace do you think will be there in the midst of that relationship?

<opentext> So edifying one another is done by the truth of God's Word.

 

<opentext> Eph 4:11-13, 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: KJV

 

<opentext> God sent ministers to bring edification to the body of Christ; so that we will come together in "the unity of the faith". And this is done as people find out who they are in Christ. As they come to an understanding of how God has blessed them with all spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> To understand all that they are able to be, because of the gift of Christ that they have received.

<opentext> Yet, how often because of ignorance is it that people only accept and operate in a very small portion of the gift of Christ that we have received? And why is this? Could it be because they are to busy arguing and debating over foods or feast days?

<opentext> Thus we can see why it is that one has to allow the peace of God access to their life and heart. They have to want to grow and develop in that love and peace that God has made available to them, before they can be that example of the believer.

<opentext> How much of God's love and peace are you allowing to manifest in your life today?
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