16 May 2005 Monday Bible study.

<chosen> Father we come before you with open hearts ready and eager to hear your Words of life this day that will allow us to partake some more of your love that you so freely bless us with. We pray that we will keep our focus on you this day, in all that we face, so that all that we do is done out of a servant heart that desires so much to please you, through Christ Jesus our Lord and saviour

<opentext> Rom 12:11-12, 11 Never lag in zeal and in earnest endeavor; be aglow and burning with the Spirit, serving the Lord. 12 Rejoice and exult in hope; be steadfast and patient in suffering and tribulation; be constant in prayer. AMP

<opentext> Having and maintaining that proper zeal to and for God and His Word. And for one to continue in this, they have to put forth a earnest or sincere effort. 
Luke 13:24 Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able. (KJV)

1Thes 5:16-23

16 Rejoice evermore.

17 Pray without ceasing.

18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.

19 Quench not the Spirit.

20 Despise not prophesyings.

21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

22 Abstain from all appearance of evil.

23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Yet, how often does God truly get our best effort?

<disciple> should be always, but we fail at times in putting God first in our lives

<onewithim> A lot better then it use too, but it should be every second

<opentext> Seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and then, all these things will be added unto you (Matt 6:33). Our total focus should be in and on Him. 

<opentext> Train a child in the way they should go, and when they get old, when they mature they will not depart from it (Prov 6:22). And just as the food for thought this weekend brought out, learning to meditate in and on His Word at all times, not just when it seems or appears convenient.
1 Tim 4:12-16 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all. Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee. (KJV)

Ps 63:5-7 My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips: When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches. Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice. (KJV)

<opentext> People often forget that the Word clearly tells us that Father chastens and rebukes those whom He loves (Heb 12:5-13). Yet when one gets corrected, because of the way the world does it, does one always fell loved when they get corrected?

<chosen^> the flesh doesn't, but the spirit rejoices when we know it is for our own good so we can grow closer to God

<disciple> no...sometimes feel picked on, or are going through trials...the world thinks that God is testing them

<opentext> When you were trained as a child, weren't you corrected on what was right and wrong? And weren't you disciplined when you failed to heed the warnings?

<disciple> yes  <chosen^> yes  <onewithim> oh yes  <at-peace> yes

<opentext> So then when Father is correcting us, does one always maintain the proper zeal in remembering that Father is doing it because He loves us?

<disciple> not always…not even much, perhaps  <at-peace> not always

<onewithim> it is always more like why  me this time

<opentext> So we can why the Word tells us that we have to maintain a zeal for God in accordance with His knowledge. Look at it this way, if i knew that you would have a severe car accident if you were going driving today, but i did not tell you, what would you think of me?

<chosen^> would be disappointed   <onewithim> not happy

<at-peace> would probably be angry because you didn't say anything 

<opentext> So then why do we get mad at God when He warns us of impending danger and the consequences that may come with it?

<at-peace> if one is getting mad it is because they have hardened their heart unto His counsel and want it to be their will and not His

<disciple> usually in the lower nature thinking He just isn't letting us have what we need

<chosen^> when we realize how great His love is for us, and the measure that He takes to warn us out of love for us, then we realize that He only gives us all good things that will draw us closer to Him

<onewithim> because we have let the flesh get in the way instead of listening to our spirit man
<opentext> So then we can see why we have to maintain a zeal for God, that is in operation in accordance with His Word, for then we will allow the love, life and light of God to shine forth from us. Matt 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 12:12, Rejoice and exult in hope; be steadfast and patient in suffering and tribulation; be constant in prayer. AMP

<opentext> Knowing that all of the promises of God are yea and amen (2Cor 1:20). Remaining mindful of these exceedingly great and precious promises that allow us to be partakers of His divine nature, so that we can be faithful servants. (2Peter 1:4)
<opentext> Note how Paul says to be steadfast and patient in suffering. Now, we can look at what is recorded of Paul's life, and we can see all that he endured to do that which God asked of him. Yet, when some of these trials or tribulations comes our way, are we as quick to seek Father's wisdom and aid?

<onewithim> sometimes Dale thinks he knows what is best, when it is wrong for not listening to Father

<disciple> not always

<chosen^> it's usually dependent upon where our focus is at, whether we see the victory that we have in Christ no matter what trial we face

<opentext> If we were in constant prayer, wouldn't one be a bit more apt to be stedfast and patient? Wouldn't we be more resolved to hear Father all of the way through?

<disciple> yes   <onewithim> Yes   <chosen^> yes, staying in union with Him

<opentext> How often does one get impatient with God, when He does not answer them in "their" timetable? Does this show patience and stedfastness?

<onewithim> neither

<chosen^> no, it shows Him that we are only thinking of our own agenda

<disciple> we should know that He will answer in His timetable, knowing that He is always right on time. and have patience

<opentext> How often is one really confident [stedfast and patient] in and of the work that He has begun within us?

<disciple> should be always, knowing His great love for us and that He will continue what He started, if we allow Him to

<chosen^> when i spend time in fellowship with Him, learning from Him

<onewithim> learning to be more patient every day and hearing His voice more clearly
<opentext> Today, let it be our goal to maintain constant fellowship [prayer] with Father, and to hear all of His counsel.

<at-peace> o/   <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> verse to share...

<at-peace> Isa 50:7 For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed. (KJV)

remaining in now faith is our strength to remain steadfast and patient for today is the day of salvation, now is the accepted time.
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