16 January 2006 Monday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that you have made for us that we can come to you to receive that which we have need of to nourish us and sustain us as we continue our journey through this life. Let us utilize all that you have given us for the glory of you and your kingdom by active participation in and of the divine nature of Christ Jesus.

 

<opentext> Rom 15:22-23, 22 For which cause also I have been much hindered from coming to you. 23 But now having no more place in these parts, and having a great desire these many years to come unto you; KJV

 

<opentext> How many times have there been things that Father has asked you to do, but there were obstacles that kept you from doing that which He asked?

<disciple> many times, i am sure i have been the obstacle

<opentext> And not only the fact that there are at times obstacles, but then what about  how much fortitude or initiative that one has to overcome those obstacles?

<disciple> complete faith in Christ to show me the way

<opentext> Yes, we have to always seek Father's wisdom and guidance when we face these obstacles, but many times people will use those obstacles as an excuse not to continue or press forward.

<opentext> Think about when Jesus Christ had the thousands on the hillside, and they were hungry, yet there was so little in the physical realm to meet the needs of those who were there. Now, would you have considered that an obstacle for you?

<disciple> i would have, yes

<opentext> How would you have approached this obstacle? Would you have allowed the physical to dictate to you? Would you have had the trust and faith in Father to deliver?

<disciple> i don't know what i would have done in that position, i would hope that i would have turned to Father for His help, but one doesn't know unless they are put in that situation

<opentext> And how often is it that people can have faith in one area with Father that may be difficult for us to believe, and yet struggle in an area that we think would be quite easy?

<disciple> that is always the case...we overcome areas day by day

<opentext> And then what about those people that want to be used by God, and inwardly hope or pray for them to be faced with the bigger challenges, thinking that they are ready for them, until they arrive?

<opentext> So we can see the wisdom that God brought forth through Paul, when we are told to be content in whatever state that we are in. Learning to live and grow with Father, and His timetable. The trying of our faith brings about consistency. Learning to go to the Father in each and every instance for His solution to what we face.

<opentext> We are instructed to pray always; that is constant communications with Father, so that we have His solution to that which we face, whether what appears to be a mountain, and even that which may seem to be so minor or insignificant.

<opentext> Most will seek out Father for those major obstacles, but what about the small or insignificant ones?

<disciple> most will allow the mind to try and correct these things, not realizing the small things will cause a larger stumble

<opentext> So we can see then, that there is no such thing in our walk as a insignificant thing. That each and every detail of our life we need to see, use and apply Father's wisdom to.

<opentext> How often is it that one has missed a minor thing, that will prevent them from being able to accomplish that which Father has asked of them?

<disciple> if we miss the minor things, we can't do the bigger things Father has asked of us

<opentext> Or, what about when Father has asked us to do something, but then one does not have the patience to hear all of Father's counsel concerning those things, and so thus misses Father's timing, and then tries to correct things themselves? Or, the fact that they are ahead of or behind Father's timing?

<disciple> all of these things are weakness that one has to deal with, listening to Father to overcome

<opentext> And then there are those who always think that everyone or everything else is the obstacle, but never even consider themselves as being the problem.

<opentext> In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus. Yet, for a command that is so plain and so simple, how often is this neglected?

<disciple> if we maintain a constant focus on Father, keeping in communication with Him, we won't overlook thanksgiving

<opentext> So we can see then that all scripture is given by inspiration of God, and it is given for our advantage, to be amply prepared to overcome any and all obstacles that we may face during this moment of our journey.
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