Bible Study Tuesday 16 April 2002

To keep His commandments, one has to know Him, and His voice.

John 10:4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. KJV

Just as Jesus Christ told Nicodemus, that one must be born again, in order for them to see the kingdom of God! Can you imagine, one of the religious leaders, had to come secretly to the Lord, to find out what was necessary to have a relationship with God. If one can not see who they are following, nor recognize His voice, how can they with a certainty, know where they are going?

 

How often does one try to sneak to the Lord, so that others will not see what they are doing? Does what others think, ever influence your decisions concerning God and His Word?

 

Jesus Christ also told Nicodemus, that unless one was born of the water, and of the Spirit, they could not enter into the kingdom of God.

 

John 14:4-5 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? (KJV)

 

Thomas saw a double problem in Jesus' utterance. Since he, as well as others, did not understand the destination, how could he know the way? (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

Christ's testimony concerning their knowledge made them more sensible of their ignorance, and more inquisitive after further light. Thomas here shows more modesty than Peter, who thought he could follow Christ now. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

The necessity of having the water of the Word, brought to life by the Spirit of truth. The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. It is not the written word on the page, but the Word of God made alive in the heart, which is able to bring one to the new life which is only available in Christ.

 

That new creation. Old things passed away! Leaving them in the grave and growing up into Him in all things.

 

Colossians 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: (KJV)

 

Definition for image: 1504 eikon- an image, a figure, a likeness  a) an image of the things (the heavenly things)  1) used of the moral likeness of renewed men to God 

2) the image of the Son of God, into which true Christians are transformed, is likeness not only to the heavenly body, but also to the most holy and blessed state of mind, which Christ possesses. (Thayer’s)

 

Just as Nicodemus came to Jesus Christ, seeking what was necessary to obtain eternal life; so, most people approach the Lord looking for a physical answer, to that which requires a spiritual solution.

 

Luke 10:22 All things are delivered to me of my Father: and no man knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him. (KJV)

 

None can fully comprehend the nature and attributes of God, but Christ; and none can fully comprehend the nature, incarnation, etc., of Christ, but the Father. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Here that authority is stated as involving the revelation of God to men. Neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son. The mutual knowledge of the Father and the Son is perfect, but it is limited to them unless revelation is imparted to mankind. To whomsoever the Son will reveal. The Son as the image of God is the revealer of the invisible God (<Col 1:15>); he is the Logos, the expression of the unseen God (<Jn 1:1,18>). (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

Matthew 11:25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. (KJV)

 

[Wise and prudent] The scribes and Pharisees, vainly puffed up by their fleshly minds, and having their foolish hearts darkened, refusing to submit to the righteousness of God (God's method of saving man by Christ) and going about to establish their own righteousness (their own method of saving themselves), they rejected God's counsel, and God sent the peace and salvation of the Gospel to others, called here babes (his disciples), simple-hearted persons, who submitted to be instructed and saved in God's own way. Let it be observed, that our Lord does not thank the Father that he had hidden these things from the wise and prudent, but that, seeing they were hidden from them, he had revealed them to the others. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
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