15 September 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time of fellowship that you have prepared for us to partake of your words of truth and life that are able to keep and sustain us today in remaining pure in heart to the truth that is in us showing forth the Word of life well pleasing unto you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 14:1-3, 1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. 2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. 3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Those who are weak in the faith, receiving them. But what does it mean to you, to receive them?

<at-peace> to accept them for where they are at in their relationship with Father

<chosen> not avoiding them but instead sharing Christ, the love of God with them at every open opportunity

<helpmate> to take to oneself, lead

 

<opentext> Definition for receive: to take to, to take in addition, to take to oneself  a) to take as one's companion  b) to take by the hand in order to lead aside  c) to take or receive into one's home, with the collateral idea of kindness  d) to receive, that is, to grant one access to one's heart; to take into friendship and intercourse  e) to take to oneself, to take, that is, food

 

<opentext> To grant access to one's heart; that is to allow them to see the intimacy of your relationship with the Father by and through Christ Jesus. One must remember, that since they are weak in the faith, they have not yet experience that intimacy.

<opentext> Now, if you are going to argue with them about foods, and what they eat, how receptive do you think they will then be open to anything else that you may want to share with them?

<chosen> they wont be     <helpmate> they won't be

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul tells us to be the example of the believers. Christianity is a way of life, a new way of living. Carnal Christians will argue and debate carnal things.

 

<opentext> Col 2:16-17, 16 So don't put up with anyone pressuring you in details of diet, worship services, or holy days. 17 All those things are mere shadows cast before what was to come; the substance is Christ.  (from THE MESSAGE:© 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Often times people will seek out things to argue and debate to justify their position. This is why the Word has to be rooted and grounded in one's heart. One has to have and maintain that confidence in their relationship with the Father, otherwise they will be swayed and moved by every new doctrine that blows through.

<opentext> One must remember that those that worship, fellowship with the Father, must do so in Spirit and in truth, His Word is truth.

<opentext> Now, does this mean that all are going to be open to the truth? That everyone will want that intimacy with the Father that you have?

<chosen> no     <helpmate> no

<opentext> Why not?

<helpmate> the will not want to give up anything that they have (like the rich young ruler) they do not want to leave their comfort zone

<chosen> the things of God can only be revealed through the Spirit, if they're not seeking then the eyes of their understanding won't be enlightened

<opentext> How often is it though, that people will keep trying to win someone over, even after they have shown that they are not receptive to the truth? What should one do then?

<helpmate> shake the dust from your feet and move on

<chosen> many do, but we should shake the dust off one's feet and move on

<opentext> Are you sure that you are just supposed to shake the dust from your feet and move on? Anything else that the Word instructs to do before we move on?

<helpmate> Matt 10:13And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you. (KJV)

<opentext> Why is this?

<helpmate> because it is the peace of God...He wouldn't want to stay there either

<opentext> If someone in business was cheating and defrauding you, would you continue to support their business?

<helpmate> no     <chosen> no

<helpmate> if His word is not welcome there, why would His peace want to remain there

<opentext> Now if you had been doing business there for a bit, you more then likely would have asked God to bless their business, just as you would when you entered a house. SO when you leave, you want to withdraw that blessing as well. Hence, having the peace of God return to you before you depart.

<opentext> The believer has more responsibility then most think. This gift we have, has to be used in proper accordance with the instructions that come with it.

<opentext> If one does not use it according to the proper instructions given, how can they set the proper example?

<helpmate> they won't be able to

<opentext> Thus we can see then why the Lord tells us that we have to be wise as serpents, and as harmless as doves.
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