15 September 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can gather before you through Christ Jesus our Lord, to receive the bread of life and living waters that are necessary and essential to carry us through this day.

 

<opentext> Rom 9:8 That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the seed. 9 For this is the word of promise, At this time will I come, and Sara shall have a son. 10 And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac; KJV

 

<opentext> Now, as we continue through this chapter, another thing that we should keep in mind, as Paul takes us through this listing, as that he too once thought that his lineage had made him something special.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that we see people use their place and stature in life, as something more then it is?

<chosen> many times

<helpmate> thinking more highly of them self than they ought

<disciple> that is the way of the world

<opentext> After all, one must remember that it is by grace through faith that one is saved, that it is the gift of God, and that it is not by works, lest any person should try to boast of their lineage or stature as a way and means into God's family.

<opentext> Now, who better than Paul would have understood this [as one can see if they will look at Philippians] as for a great part of his life, he used his lineage, his birthright, as a steeping stone for success in this world. Yet, when it came to a relationship with God, of what benefit were these things?

<disciple> he counted it all as dung        <chosen> no benefit

<opentext> Now, for ourselves, none of us have any great lineage that we are able to use as a stepping stone, but how often are other people held in high esteem, because of their birthright or social status?

<disciple> i tend to look at where they are in relationship with Father...not of the world

<opentext> If one allows any standards of the flesh in for making judgments, how likely is it that one will be possibly duped or even led astray?

<helpmate> very likely indeed    <disciple> very vulnerable to being led astray

<opentext> So for ourselves then, how important is it for the believer to only use the Word of God, as brought to light by His Spirit, as that which we use to see where people are at, as well as to whom one might listen to?

<disciple> it's a matter of life or death       <chosen> of most importance

<helpmate> it is a matter of life and death......spiritual

 

<opentext> Rom 9:11(For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. KJV

 

<opentext> Often times things that seems to be logical or apparent to the world, is not the way that God works, yet how often, or how easy is it for the way which one was taught, try to influence or guide one's relationship with God?

<helpmate> old traditions can be hard to break as they have been a way of life for so long

<disciple> it tries to have it's influence, but we then have to remember what realm we live in...in the world, but not of the world

<opentext> Now, think about your past religious experiences, and how they affected not only your thoughts about God, but also the relationship that you thought that you had with God. People think they are free, yet how much bondage are they really in?

<disciple> total bondage...religiosity ruling one's life outside of Christ

<helpmate> more than they realize until the eyes of their understanding has been enlightened

<opentext> Stop and consider for a moment, if you had known Saul of Tarsus, how likely would you have been to hear this new message that Paul the apostle was now bringing forth?

<disciple> would be like living in hitler's day and having him teaching the mystery...not likely one would believe anything he said, if they didn't listen closely to Father

<helpmate> would be very cautious and keep my distance to see if this was yet another way for him to dispose of Christians

<opentext> Now also consider this, that Jesus Christ was not believed by some, because of where He was born and raised. Others would not hear because of his lack of recognized education. Is one always aware of all of the different walls of prejudice that they carry within them, until they are exposed by the Spirit of God?

<disciple> no     <helpmate> not always

<opentext> And how often, even when these walls of prejudice are shown or brought to light, is one still apt to try to defend their position or stance?

<helpmate> they have to justify themselves so they do not look foolish

<disciple> at first, wanting to justify, but then realizing there is no justification outside the Word

<opentext> Now for most of us, it is hard for us to understand and comprehend all of the traditions and rituals that those of Jewish lineage have, or to comprehend the way and manner in which they think. But consider for a moment how your own past religious experiences controlled you for a time. Or how or where you were born. Did these things make you think that you were anything special to God?

<disciple> the religious experiences at their level high, did cause me think i was special...but it all went away like a vapor 

<opentext> So for each of us, we have different things to overcome. Different traditions and or rituals that have hindered our relationship with God. Yet, as one journeys through His Word, they will find certain scriptures that are liberating for them, even though someone else may wonder what you see within those verses; but for you they are very special, and life giving.
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