15 November 2004 Monday Bible study.

<chosen> we thank you Father for the truth of your Word and for the life that it brings... we thank you for that which you have prepared for us to hear this day through Christ Jesus, that will enable us to grow closer to you and learn more of who we are in Christ, in His name we pray

 

<opentext> Rom 10:2-4, 2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. KJV

 
Gal 6:15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. (KJV)

<opentext> Many people have a zeal for God, but, it is not according to knowledge. What we have to remember, that James says that the wisdom which is from above is pure, and gentle and easy to be entreated (James 3:13-18); and that knowledge is the product of wisdom. 
<opentext> So then, without the right wisdom, one cannot have the right knowledge. 

1 Cor 1:24-31 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men. For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. (KJV)

Col 2:3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (KJV)

Rom 11:33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! (KJV)
Isa 33:6 And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times, and strength of salvation: the fear of the LORD is his treasure. (KJV)

Eccl 2:26 For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit. (KJV)
<opentext> Another way of looking at this is, that if you need to get to someplace, you know where you are at, and you know where the place is that you have to go, but, the instructions that you receive on how to get there are wrong, what will the end results be; regardless of how excited you may be to arrive at this destination?

<disciple> you won't get there...at least not in a timely manner

<chosen> you'll get lost

 

<opentext> But, you had a zeal to get there, and an excitement about it as well, so doesn't that count for anything? And what if you trusted the person that gave you those faulty instructions, would you be as apt to listen to anyone else trying to give you the proper instructions?

<disciple> probably not...just believe that i couldn't understand, not that the instructions were wrong

<chosen> no

 

<opentext> So we can see the problems that faced Israel, was that they knew where they were at, they knew where they were wanting to go, the thing was, that they just could not figure out how they possibly could have been given the wrong instructions on how to get there.

<opentext> Now, once Christ had come, now there was a new set of instructions [the law of faith (Rom 3:24-31)] given for people to hear and obey in order to arrive at the destination of the Father's house (John 14:6-7). They were presented to us by Jesus Christ [in the Message that He presented], yet, others have come along and presented the people with faulty instructions.

Titus 1:10-16 For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision: Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake. One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are alway liars, evil beasts, slow bellies. This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith; Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turn from the truth. Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled. They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate. (KJV)
2 Pet 2:12-22 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption; And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you; Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children: Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet. These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever. For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. (KJV)

<opentext> Now since in the physical realm, none of us were able to hear Jesus Christ first hand that way, and although we have the Bible available to read and hear those same and proper instructions from Him, isn't it usually easier to listen to someone else, then to go and have to study and listen ourselves?

<disciple> at times, yes....but then we are entrusting our salvation and listening to man...not training our ear to hear Father for ourselves

<chosen> yes at times

 

<opentext> Now how often have we, ourselves, looked at the blunders and mistakes that Israel made, and wondered how they could be so blind, and yet be just as blind ourselves at times?

<disciple> yes, have done that

<chosen> forgetting the mote in one's own eye

taking the time to go over the instructions to make sure they are correct, not just taking someones word for it… going to the source.. our Father for the proper instructions.  Everywhere and in all things being instructed by God through Christ will be my strength to do all things and the lamp unto my feet and the light unto my path.  
an intimate relationship with Him, working out my own salvation with fear and trembling… this journey is our own.
<opentext> And why is that? Is it that we listen to the laws and regulations [traditions and rituals] established by man, rather then seeking a relationship with the Father by establishing and maintaining a union in Christ?

<opentext> How often does one allow the lower nature to control the divine nature [that is, following what man says, rather then adhering to the Message delivered by Christ]? 

<disciple> yes… sometimes allow the leaven in...and it infects the whole lump, giving us a cloudy look at the Message

<at-peace> when one is seeking to please man rather than God

 

<opentext> Once one has listened to faulty instructions, and have allowed them to be in one's life for a period of time, how difficult can it be to get that old way of thinking and responding, removed and changed in one's life?

<at-peace> it takes diligence

<disciple> almost like separating oil from water to purify the water

 

<opentext> So we can see that the key in what Paul is sharing with us here, is that Christ is an end to the old way of religious thinking. That now it is it time for us to hear that Message that Christ has delivered, and allowing that to be the instructions for our life. Yet, because some of those old ways [before or pre Christ] seemed or appeared to work at times, how difficult can it be to allow some of those changes that are necessary, to come about or happen in our life?

<at-peace> on our own strength it can be very difficult, but with God all things are possible

<chosen> it takes trust     <disciple> takes persistence

 

<opentext> And how often does one hear, "but it worked before, try it again"?  Or, "but look at what everyone else is doing"?

<disciple> we have to keep our eye on the path that Jesus Christ cleared for us...not try to make our own or use the well worn paths of others mistakes.

 

<opentext> As Paul tells us, or warns us of the constant battle between the lower nature and divine nature, of who will control one's life for this day. Which set of instructions will we hear and follow. A choice each of us has to make each day.

 

Gal 5:17-18  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. (KJV)

Allow the Holy Spirit do the leading through the day into all truth.
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