15 March 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time of fellowship that you have blessed us with to hear and receive that which you have prepared for us that will enable us to remain faithful and obedient and to hold fast the profession of faith giving you all the praise, honor, and glory you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 11:34, For who has known the mind of the Lord and who has understood His thoughts, or who has [ever] been His counselor? AMP

 

<opentext> Now when operating in the Spirit, that is the divine nature of Christ, how many would ever second guess or question that which Father asks of them?

<disciple> never    <chosen> we wouldn't

<opentext> Yet, when leaning to our own understanding, operating in the old ways, how easy then is it for one to try to be God's counselor, to try to tell Him how and why we "think" things should be done?

<disciple> always easy in the lower nature

<chosen> the flesh thinks it knows better

 

<opentext> 1 Peter 4:1-2, Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. KJV

 

<opentext> 1 Peter 4:3-4, 3 For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries: 4 Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you: KJV

 

<opentext> As Paul tells us, that constant battle to keep under the body to bring it into subjection to the Spirit. Yet, how often does one get a bit weary of that struggle, and try to take short-cuts, or even a break from it?

 <disciple> the flesh gets weary, which is why we need to continue in the Spirit at all times

<helpmate> the flesh is always weak

<opentext> Note how in the above verses, Peter makes clear the difference between the will of God, and the will of the Gentiles. The difference really is quite clear, if one continues in the Spirit. Yet, if one does not take the proper measures or precautions, how blurry does that line between the two become?

<chosen> very    

<disciple> like me without glasses, not able to distinguish the two

<helpmate> one cannot tell when the leaven enters

<opentext> If the eyes of the understanding are not being enlightened by the glorious gospel of Christ, then they will be developing darkness. There is always that choice there for a person to make.

<opentext> Even a simple sentence though saying the same thing, can have a fine line between that which it implies: God, why would you have me do this?  God, WHY would you have me do this? 

<opentext> Though the sentences are the same, can you tell a difference between what <disciple> yes    <at-peace> yes    <helpmate> yes

<opentext> And the difference is?

<chosen> the attitude!    <disciple> definitely

<at-peace> one of sincerity and one of accusation

<helpmate> one wants an understanding...the other is demanding why he should have to do it

<opentext> Yet, how often does one place themselves in this kind of a precarious situation, because they are not where they know they should be spiritually?

<chosen> whenever we talk TO God, rather than WITH God

<disciple> when we talk to Father with our own agenda, rather than listening to hear what He would want to say to us

<helpmate> when we do it to please self rather than to please Father

<opentext> So how then does one avoid getting to that place of where they question everything that God asks of them?

<at-peace> casting down the imaginations and bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, remaining seated in the heavenlies... in the divine nature

<chosen> remembering that all that He asks of us will be in accordance with His will

<helpmate> faith...one needs to have faith and KNOW and trust  in God with your whole heart and know that He always has your best interests at heart

<opentext> What is it that one allows their mind to dwell in and on. What is it that one is allowing their mind to think and meditate on. As Paul tells us what things we should be thinking on so that we are able to remain seated in Christ, thus keeping one in agreement with His will and His purpose.

<opentext> If the eye remains single and focused, then one is able to maintain that right relationship with the Father through Christ.

<opentext> But, what happens when we begin to watch what others are doing, that are not operating in accordance with the will and purpose of God? Does the mind begin to wander and think how maybe things could be?

<disciple> it can...we have to keep our eye on Father for our salvation, not others

<at-peace> Heb 11:15And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. (KJV)

 <chosen> we have to continue to just work out our own salvation and avoid anything else that distracts from that

<opentext> Study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed of their life or actions. Why, because one has put forth the proper effort to hear God’s counsel, and the instructions for proper application for their life.
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