15 July 2005 Friday Food for thought!

 

            How often is it that people forget, overlook, or even ignore the little things in life? Something as simple as tying or untying one’s shoes. Coming to a complete stop at stop signs. Turning off a light when not using it. Common little things that people ignore, overlook or are just too lazy, or in too much of a hurry to do.

 

            One then has to consider how much these bad habits then carry over into other areas of one’s life, and more importantly into the spiritual realm.

 

Matthew 25:23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. (KJV)

 

Matthew 25:23 His master said to him, Well done, you upright (honorable, admirable) and faithful servant! You have been faithful and trustworthy over a little; I will put you in charge of much. Enter into and share the joy (the delight, the blessedness) which your master enjoys. AMP

 

            It is never the end battle that leads to one’s defeat, rather it is all of the little skirmishes lost that lead to the eventual defeat. After all, the Word tells us that we are to take the shield of faith where with one is able to extinguish all of the fiery darts of the wicked (Eph 6:16). Taking the time every moment of every day to hear and heed Father’s counsel, so that one is adequately prepared for each and every step they take on their journey home. How attentive have you been to the little things that Father has spoken with you today? Food for thought!

 
Deuteronomy 4:9 Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons; (KJV)

Proverbs 4:23-27 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee. Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established. Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil. (KJV)

Proverbs 16:3 Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established. (KJV) ….in doing that which He asks of us and remaining focused on things above our thoughts shall be established in what is true, honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good report that in all things there will be virtue and praise continually in our hearts pleasing unto the Lord and our Father.

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Philippians 4:8

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.


[Finally, brethren] The object of the apostle is to recommend holiness and righteousness to them in every point of view; and to show that the Gospel of Christ requires all its professors to have the mind that was in Christ, and to walk as he himself also walked. That they were not to attend to one branch of righteousness or virtue only, but to everything by which they might bring honour to God, good to their fellow creatures, and credit to themselves.


[Whatsoever things are true] Hosa  (grk 3745) ... aleethee  (grk 227). All that is agreeable to unchangeable and eternal truth. Whether that which is to be learned from the nature and state of created things, or that which comes immediately from God by revelation.


[Whatsoever things are honest] Hosa  (grk 3745) ... semna  (grk 4586). Whatever is grave, decent, and venerable. Whatever becomes you as men, as citizens, and as Christians.


[Whatsover things are just] Hosa  (grk 3745) ... dikaia  (grk 1346). Whatsoever is agreeable to justice and righteousness. All that ye owe to God, to your neighbour, and to yourselves.


[Whatsoever things are pure] Hosa  (grk 3745) ... hagna  (grk 55). Whatsoever is chaste. In reference to the state of the mind, and to the acts of the body.


[Whatsoever things are lovely] Hosa  (grk 3745) ... prosphilee  (grk 4375). Whatsoever is amiable on its own account and on account of its usefulness to others, whether in your conduct or conversation.


[Whatsoever things are of good report] Hosa  (grk 3745) ... eupheema  (grk 2163). Whatsoever things the public agree to acknowledge as useful and profitable to men; such as charitable institutions of every kind, in which genuine Christians should ever take the lead.


[If there be any virtue] If they be calculated to promote the general good of mankind, and are thus praiseworthy;


[Think on these things.] Esteem them highly, recommend them heartily, and practise them fervently.


Instead of ei-tis  (grk 1536) epainos  (grk 1868), if there be any praise, several eminent MSS., as D EFG, add episteemees  (grk 1990), of knowledge; and the Vulgate and the Itala have discipline, of discipline; but none of these appear to be an original reading.

(From Adam Clarke Commentary)

Philippians 4:11

Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.


[Not that I speak in respect of want] I am quite unconcerned in this respect; leaving the whole of my support, while bound for the testimony of Jesus, to the providence of God.


[For I have learned] I am so satisfied with the wise providence and goodness of God, that I know whatever he determines is the best; and therefore I am perfectly contented that he should govern the world in that way which seems best to his godly wisdom. How true is the proverb, A contented mind is a continual feast! What do we get by murmuring and complaining? (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
Philippians 4:12

I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.


[I know both how to be abased] I have passed through all these states; I know how to conduct myself in each, and how to extract good from all. And he had passed through these things, especially the hardships, so that he had learned the lesson perfectly, since the word memueemai implies; he was thoroughly instructed; fully initiated into all the mysteries of poverty and want, and of the supporting hand of God in the whole. See here the state to which God permitted his chief apostle to be reduced! And see how powerfully the grace of Christ supported him under the whole! How few of those who are called Christian ministers or Christian men have learned this important lesson! When want or affliction comes, their complaints are loud and frequent; and they are soon at the end of their patience. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
Philippians 4:13

I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.


[I can do all things] It was not a habit which he had acquired by frequent exercise, it was a disposition which he had by grace; and he was enabled to do all by the power of an indwelling Christ. Through Him who strengtheneth me is the reading of some of the best MSS., versions, and fathers; the word Christoo  (grk 5547), Christ, being omitted.

(From Adam Clarke Commentary)
