15 January 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

<d-h> Father, thank You for the blessings of this time and opportunity to gather through Jesus Christ our Lord to learn more from You and of You. Thank You that Your wisdom and counsel will get us through the day ahead as we allow.

 

<opentext> Rom 3:28 For we hold that a man is justified and made upright by faith independent of and distinctly apart from good deeds (works of the Law). [The observance of the Law has nothing to do with justification.] 29 Or is God merely [the God] of Jews? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, AMP

 

<opentext> Faith, something we talk about often, yet how often does one really keep in mind the fact that our relationship with God is based totally in and on our ability to hear His Message of love, and in incorporating it into our lives, by following the path laid out for us to follow the example set forth by and through Christ Jesus?

<disciple> not always 

<chosen> we should be keeping it in our heart and mind continually, so that we are not forgetful hearers

<opentext> Our life should be a reality of the Word in our lives, not a stage production of that which someone else has told us what they think the Word says.

<d-h> g: only when we keep our eye single, our focus on Father

<d-h> j: daily we grow up into Him in all things

<opentext> Paul tells us that his understanding of God's love and grace was given to him by revelation, that it was not taught to him by any man.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one think that if they can just find better words, or give a clearer description, that they can get others to see what they see?

<helpmate> have done that often

<disciple> sometimes zeal over-rides the knowledge that it is His work, not ours...His revelation, not ours

<chosen> at times

 

<opentext> Rom 3:30 Since it is one and the same God Who will justify the circumcised by faith [which germinated from Abraham] and the uncircumcised through their [newly acquired] faith. [For it is the same trusting faith in both cases, a firmly relying faith in Jesus Christ]. AMP

 

<opentext> It is by grace, through faith that a person is saved. Then it is up to the individual to maintain their relationship with Father, by hearing the Message delivered, so that they are able to see where they are going.

<opentext> Being the example of the believer: by living a life that is led and guided by the Spirit of truth.

<opentext> One has to have confidence in that which they have heard from the Father in order to continue in the Message. They also have to have confidence in what they see.

<opentext> And since participation in the divine nature can only come about by revelation [that which one sees revealed to them by God],.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one really have confidence in that which God shows them; or does one often wait to see if someone else is seeing that which is being shown to them?

<disciple> depends on where one has sought a close relationship with Father or approval of man

<helpmate> or if they are seeing the same thing

<d-h> g: when one has already let things slip one will look to others for reassurance

 

<opentext> Rom 1:17For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Definition for revealed: 601  apokalupto-

1) to uncover, to lay open what has been veiled or covered up, to disclose, to make bare  2) to make known, to make manifest, to disclose what before was unknown (Thayer's)

 

<opentext> Now, if something is uncovered, don't they have to be able to see, in order to observe that which is uncovered?

<d-h> yes  <chosen> yes  <disciple> yes

<helpmate> their eyes will be blinded like seeing men as trees

<at-peace> yes, allowing the light to expose it

<opentext> Now, we all know the verse where Paul tells us that faith is by hearing: yet, how often does one remember how important the spiritual eye sight is as well in their relationship with God?

<helpmate> the eyes of ones understanding have to also be enlightened

<chosen> without a vision we will perish

<at-peace> the light bulb has to come on for us to see that which is being uncovered before us 

<opentext> People often somewhat hear that which God will speak to them, yet have more difficulties in comprehending that which God is trying to show them. Why is this?

<helpmate> they do not have the patience to be still and hear it all the way through

<disciple> short on patience

<chosen> walking by what they see in the physical realm of their sight rather than by faith

<d-h> g: at times one wants to stay in a "comfort zone", not really desiring the deep things of God

<opentext> For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: One has to hear with clarity the Message delivered [from faith] so that they are able to comprehend that which God is wanting to reveal to them [to faith]. Yet, how often when hearing from Father, does one then expect to also see that which God is speaking to them?

<disciple> sometimes hope rather than expect

<d-h> j: sometimes forget to let patience have its perfect work

<opentext> Does one always remember that in Genesis, that God spoke, and the result of His speaking was the manifestation of things that were not previously there?

<disciple> do not always keep that in mind

<helpmate> do remember that, but it is not always there on the tip of my tongue

<opentext> So then, when God speaks to you, do you always allow His Word [the Message of faith] to bring about to reality in your life, that which He is speaking to your heart?

<disciple> not always

<helpmate> try to, but sometimes it is quicker than others

<at-peace> should

<chosen> they are life to those that find them

<opentext> Just as with Jesus Christ, only those that were sincerely seeking God, were able to see Christ within Jesus of Nazareth. Christ in us, is totally dependent upon our relationship with Father by our obedience to His Message, and seen and understood by those that are sincerely seeking God.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<d-h> o/  <opentext> yes graeme

<d-h> steph's comment and what you just said brought to mind....

<d-h> Heb 11:6But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. (KJV)

<chosen> o/   <opentext> yes steph

<chosen> the last question asked ,brought these verses to mind... using our ears, our eyes

 and our heart

<chosen> Prov 4:20 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. 21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. 22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. (KJV)

<opentext> recognizing the fulness of the divine nature within us

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<at-peace> o/   <opentext> yes charlene   <at-peace> verse to share...

<at-peace> Deut 4:9
Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons;
   (KJV)

<opentext> John 8:38
I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your father.
  (KJV)

 

<opentext> as long as one is focusing in and on the physical, they will never be able to

 observe that which Father is wanting to reveal.

 

<at-peace> 1 Cor 2:11-12, 11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. (KJV)
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