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<at-peace> Father we thank you for this opportunity to come before you this day to partake of and receive that which you know each of us has need of that will keep and sustain us this day on the strait and narrow path that leads home to you and enables us to minister your love to all those you place in our path this day through Christ Jesus our Lord.
<opentext> Rom 16:21-24, 21 Timotheus my workfellow, and Lucius, and Jason, and Sosipater, my kinsmen, salute you. 22 I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord. 23 Gaius mine host, and of the whole church, saluteth you. Erastus the chamberlain of the city saluteth you, and Quartus a brother. 24 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. KJV
<opentext> Paul again in these few verses, recognizes and acknowledges those who are laboring with him, as he concludes this letter.
<opentext> Rom 16:25-26, 25 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, 26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: KJV
<opentext> After all that Paul has addressed through this epistle, he now sums up that which this letter has covered or addressed.
<opentext> If you will recall how it was that Paul started this epistle: Rom 1:1-6, 1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 2(Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,) 3Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh; 4And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: 5By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name: 6Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ:  (KJV)
<opentext> Paul when beginning this epistle, was telling them the fundamentals of Christianity, and what and how salvation was made available to the believer.
<opentext> Often times people forget what is the basics of our Christian walk and heritage, and how it was we were able to gain entrance into Father's family, and how this was all made possible.
<opentext> Everything that Paul has covered in this epistle, is a further clarification of these few opening verses, as well as the few closing verses. Yet, when immersed into the epistle, how often is it that one remembers this?
<at-peace> it is the foundation that one should be grounded and settled in and if one is being attentive they will remember this when immersed in any of the epistles, that it is instruction unto righteousness
<opentext> One must remember how that we are counseled that it is the simplicity of the gospel of Christ. And when one really begins to understand and comprehend the mystery, it does get more difficult to understand why people are not able to see and perceive that which is set so plainly before them.
<opentext> As charlene stated, the foundation, or basics of our salvation. Yet, how often do traditions, rituals and man made doctrines cloud peoples hearts and minds from seeing, hearing and comprehending the truth?
<at-peace> a little leaven allowed in will leaven the whole lump.. there are many that begin in the Spirit but end up trying to perfect it in the flesh having gotten caught up in the traditions and doctrines of man and have not moved onto maturity in Christ but have remained babes
<opentext> 1 Cor 3:10-11, 10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. (KJV)
<opentext> So as we can see how that there is but one foundation. And it is when we are able to hear and receive this Message of life and hope, that we are to come out from among the world, and to separate ourselves unto the gospel of God, the Message of grace and life by and through Christ Jesus.
<opentext> Now we are told to separate ourselves, but does that mean that we are supposed to crawl into a hole and hide the remaining time that we have here?
<at-peace> no … Matt 5:14-16, 14Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 15Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. (KJV)
<opentext> No, we do not hide ourselves away, but rather we are to be the example of the believers. And as the opening and closing verses of this epistle tell us, that the obedience to the faith is to be made known before all nations.
<opentext> Often times people look at the knowledge of the gospel as a burden, and the fact that the more they make the choice to serve the Father through Jesus Christ, the less the religious people want anything to do with them. Yet, shouldn't we count it a privilege and a joy, to have this knowledge, and the ability to be able to share this with all of those whom we come in contact with?
<at-peace> yes, the more we love, the less we are loved for the gospel of Christ presented in and through us
<opentext> Thus why one has to remain mindful of how Paul states it, that we have to remember who it is that has the power to not only establish us within His family and kingdom, but that we also have to continue this relationship with Him, in order for one to remain plugged into this power.
<opentext> And let us not forget, that the Word clearly states that Christ is the power and wisdom of God.
<opentext> Rom 16:25, Now to Him Who is able to strengthen you in the faith which is in accordance with my Gospel and the preaching of (concerning) Jesus Christ (the Messiah), according to the revelation (the unveiling) of the mystery of the plan of redemption which was kept in silence and secret for long ages, AMP
<opentext> He is able, as long as we are willing participants in and of the divine nature of Christ. But, are we always willing participants, or does one forget from time to time and mumble and grumble a bit about that which Father asks of us?
<opentext> Wasn't it the mumbling and grumbling that kept the children of Israel wandering through the desert for 40 years? So what is it that we should learn from that?
<at-peace> yes, keep focused on the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus and not allow the external circumstances to sway us
<opentext> As Paul stated, that we need to learn to be content in whatever state that we are in. That we should cheerfully give ourselves to whatever Father asks of us, just as the example Jesus Christ set for us to follow after, the obedience to Father and His Word.
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