15 December 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<greg> Father we thank you for this day as we boldly come before your throne of grace, with prayers supplications and thanksgiving for your plan of salvation and your word of grace that supplies all our need this day through Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 10:17 So faith comes by hearing [what is told], and what is heard comes by the preaching [of the message that came from the lips] of Christ (the Messiah Himself). AMP

 

<opentext> Again, let us remember that the word "comes" is a word that has been added by man.

<opentext> The word "hearing in this verse, is derived from this Greek word: 191  akouo: 1) to be endowed with the faculty of hearing (not be deaf)  

<opentext> Now even though all of us here are endowed with the faculty to hear, does one then always hear all of the counsel of God?

<chosen> no not always

<disciple> no

<greg> Mark 4:24-25, 24And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given. 25For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he hath. (KJV)

<greg> to those that want to grow in the Lord, it is imperative

 

<opentext> Jesus Christ tells us that if we continue in the Word; Paul tells us that if we continue in the faith; both of these statements require that one hears, and that what they hear is the Message delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus. So even though we are not deaf, even though we have the faculty, the ability to hear the voice of God, one does not always utilize that which they have been given.

<opentext> How easy is it to be hearing what someone is saying, and yet not be fully attentive to what they are saying, and so thus miss the message that is being delivered?

<disciple> that happens when we let our minds stray and lose focus

<at-peace> very easy when the mind is distracted

<opentext> 2) to hear:  a) to attend to, to consider what is or has been said.  What does it mean to "attend to" something?

<at-peace> to pay attention, to listen, to heed

<disciple> to give our complete and total attention to something

<chosen> active participation

 

<opentext> Attend; to focus, to concentrate; to listen. When God speaks to us, is one always focused in and on what He says?

<disciple> one always should be, as it is a matter of life or death, but that doesn't always happen

<chosen> not always

<greg> seeking first, making His kingdom a priority, otherwise it doesn’t take long for the day to go by and the distractions to build up

 

<opentext> b) to understand, to perceive the sense of what is said. How often is it, that when God says something to us, and our understanding is not enlightened, that one quickly loses interest, rather then seeking God's wisdom?

<greg> sometimes one hears the message, at least the beginning, but don’t wait to hear the when, where, and how part of it, God makes all things beautiful in His time, but we can get ahead of it if we don’t listen to all the instructions

<disciple> one should always be seeking to hear better and understand more from Father

 

<opentext> How often is it, that when one does not hear, understand all of the instructions, that one wants to place the blame on the speaker, for their short-comings?

<greg> Prov 16:25, There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death. (KJV)

<greg> things can look so good on the outward, but if one doesn’t let the peace of God rule, it can lead to separation.  if one doesn’t like all the weeds, check the seeds

<disciple> one can always seek to find blame in others to justify themselves, but it comes down to our own salvation

 

<opentext> Paul says that faith is by hearing, and by hearing the Message delivered by Christ. Note how Paul uses the word "hear" twice in this statement. Hear what is being said, and remove all distractions so that you are able to hear [concentrate on, focus on] all of the life-giving instructions that God has for you.

<opentext> 3) to hear something:  a) to perceive by the ear what is announced in one's presence  b) to get by hearing, to learn  c) a thing that comes to one's ears, to find out, to learn  e) to give ear to a teaching or a teacher  f) to comprehend, to understand.

<opentext> Faith, one's ability to believe God, is based in and on how much of the Message delivered by Christ that they give ear to. 

<opentext> If we only give God a small portion of our time, then the shield of faith is going to be very small as well, and one will not have an adequate knowledge base, to refute or set aside any lies the devil may throw their way.

<opentext> How well one hears the Message delivered to them by God, through Christ Jesus, is going to set the foundation for how well their trust is developed in God, and the promises that he has made.

<opentext> Now we know, or should know, that all of the promises of God are yea and amen. Yet, is your confidence from what you have heard, developed to that place where you always believe God, or is it sometimes that you "hope" that God is going to move in and on your behalf?

<disciple> my heart says yea, but the mind sometimes has other ideas

<chosen> in some areas i may only hope

<greg> Ps 62:5-6, 5My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him. 6He only is my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I shall not be moved. (KJV)

<greg> our expectation should be single, just like the voice we give audience to

 

<opentext> So if we know that God has done a more then adequate job in having the Message delivered to us, and if we are lacking in our ability to trust Him, then we can see that it is a matter of us going back and hearing the full counsel of God, so that one is able to maintain their course on the strait and narrow path.

<opentext> How often is it that when God is speaking to us, with us, that one does not give Him full attention, because one has other things occupying their mind as well? And what could ever be of more importance then eternal life with Him?

<disciple> nothing is more important, but the lower nature is always trying to crowd in where it shouldn't

 

<opentext> Today, how attentive will you be to each and every word that Father has for you? 
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