15 August 2005 Monday Bible study.
 
<opentext> Father, I thank you for this day and this time that you have ordained for us before the foundation of the world by and through Christ Jesus, to fellowship with us, and provide all that we have need of to maintain this relationship with you.
<opentext> Rom 13:11, Besides this you know what [a critical] hour this is, how it is high time now for you to wake up out of your sleep (rouse to reality). For salvation (final deliverance) is nearer to us now than when we first believed (adhered to, trusted in, and relied on Christ, the Messiah). AMP
<opentext> We should know what a critical hour this is. Yet, how easy is it to get lured into a place where the same fire is no longer there, as when we first began to understand the revelation of the mystery of the gospel?
<chosen> whenever one gets complacent or takes God’s love for granted the fire will dwindle
<disciple> that happens when people start taking Father and His workers for granted
<opentext> Gal 3:2-4, 2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 4 Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain. KJV
 
<opentext> How often is it that people will start to revert to the old ways of doing things [ie, the flesh] and yet still think
 that they are maintaining a spiritual union with Him?
<disciple> when they start searching for carnal solutions to their spiritual problems
<chosen> whenever they make choices apart from Father
<at-peace> many are chosen, but few maintain that union in spirit and in truth with Him
<opentext> But notice how in Rom 13:11, that Paul is telling them to wake up out of the sleep and to rouse to reality.  Yet how often is it that one maintains that walk in the Spirit?
<at-peace> should be at all times... always seeking first His kingdom and righteousness
<chosen> it needs to be a decision we make moment by moment, desiring with our whole heart to be in union with Him
<opentext> Look at it this for a moment: when a person first gets a new car, they tend to it very attentively. It is washed and waxed regularly, it get vacuumed out, and the maintenance schedule is kept diligently. But what about a year later, is the same diligence still there?
<disciple> usually not, the new has worn off
<chosen> not usually, unless they treasure it
<at-peace> if one remains attentive to that which they have been blessed with, yes... but for many it begins to slacken
<opentext> What about 3 or 5 years later?
<at-peace> if one remains attentive to that which they have been blessed with, yes... but for many it begins to slacken
<at-peace> for many they are looking for a newer model
<at-peace> because they did not maintain that which they had
<opentext> And yet, how many people will be aware of the fact that the car wore out because they lost their appreciation
 and value for it?
<at-peace> not many if any at all                  <chosen> not many
<disciple> more than likely, just figures the car wasn't well made, rather than not maintained
<opentext> Isn't that in reality what Paul is saying here, by telling the people to wake up out of their sleep; to return to spiritual reality?
<chosen> yes
<at-peace> yes.. to maintain and keep our relationship with our Father new and fresh everyday
<disciple> yes
<opentext> And just as Paul asks the Galatians to recall how exactly it was that they began this intimate relationship with the Father. Because obviously they had forgot how their walk in the Spirit began, let alone how that walk was to continue.
<opentext> Look at it this way as well: what if you brought up a child right until they were about 4 years old; but then you reverted to feeding them just milk, and treating them just like a baby again. What do you think would happen to that child?
<disciple> the child would die for lack of proper nutrition
<chosen> they would lack nutrition, because they are not yet old enough to feed themselves proper food
<at-peace> they would revert physically, mentally, and spiritually
<at-peace> possibility unto death
<opentext> So what you are saying is that child would start to regress, and that regression could get to that place, maybe
 to the point of death?
<chosen> yes     <at-peace> yes     <disciple> yes
<opentext> How often is it that Christians do this as well, trying to find that first joy and enthusiasm that they first had?
<disciple> many do this...reverting to the place they were at before being saved, or maturing in the Word...rather than maintaining that close relationship with Father each day
<at-peace> probably more often than one thinks... many trying to go back to when they first believed not realizing that it is the meat that will now sustain them and no longer the milk of the Word
<at-peace> especially if they were not taught or fed properly in the first place
<chosen> many do, rather than allowing joy to be fruit that is evident in their life from being in union with Father thru Christ
<opentext> Again, think back for a moment; when you were young and growing up, and started to be able to do things for yourself, how long was it before you thought and assumed that you no longer needed that help and guidance from those that were around you?
<at-peace> about my teenage years... that between childhood and adulthood
<chosen> same as Charlene
<disciple> me too
<opentext> But, what about all of the times when you were younger then that, and you ignored the counsel and warnings that were given as to what you could and could not do?
<chosen> i had to face the consequences for them at that time
<at-peace> well there was one incident that i do recall and i got injured because i didn't listen
<disciple> made mistakes...got injured by something or someone
<opentext> Though you may have had to face consequences at the time [often not fitting], did it deter you from still not experimenting with what you could try to get by with? Didn't that begin to set the precedence for the further rebellion that came along later?
<disciple> yes...as i got older, the more i 'thought' i knew
<chosen> yes later on i still attempted things my own way
<opentext> So we are beginning to see then what Paul is trying to say here, how that even though they had started out on the right path, they have allowed the character of Christ developing within them to begin to stop, if not revert, and that they needed to awake out of this slumber or stupor that they had allowed themselves to get into [self induced].
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