Bible Study Thursday 15 August 2002

at-peace> Heavenly Father we come before you with praise and thanksgiving for another day to serve you, we pray that you would bless this time of fellowship together with you and that you would open up your Word more clearly to each of us that it will enable us to continue this day in doing all to please you and bring praise to you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Prov 24:16, For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall into mischief. (KJV)

<opentext> No matter how fast or slow you are going, there will always be a bit of a bump, when crossing a speed bump. 

<opentext> When a person is convicted by the Spirit of God, there will always be the twinges in the flesh, the severity though will be determined by how quickly one hears and responds to Father's correction.

<opentext> How do you react to Father's correction? Do you cheerfully give yourself over to Father's will? Or, do you hesitate a bit before responding as you should?

<Faithful> there have been times when I have hesitated

<diligently> we do give ourself over to Father and His will, there has been times i have done the other also.

<at-peace> there have been times in the past where i have hesitated a bit before responding 

<chosen> at times hesitate

<opentext> Now, a speed bump can also be some of the persecution or tribulations which one goes through, as they serve the Lord. And again, the severity of the speed bump, will be determined by how we react to the situation; that is, will we rely in and on Christ, or try to get through it in and on our own strength.

<opentext> What about when one tries to analyze the situation, and figure out why things may be happening, rather then turning to the Lord, and seeking His grace and mercy to get us through the situation?

<h-d> we are then second guessing Father

<Faithful> we end up at the same place we started if we try to figure it our

<diligently> trying to figure never works

<at-peace> we are then leaning to our own understanding as we were taught in the past to be independent, not to rely on others

<chosen> our understanding doesn't help

<opentext> William's NewTestament

<opentext> Hebrews 4:16  So let us continue coming with courage to the throne of God's unmerited favor to obtain His mercy and to find His spiritual strength to help us when we need it.

<opentext> If we would always seek Father's insights, would we worry and fret as much as we often do?

<h-d> we would not    <chosen> no

<Faithful> no.we would let Father take care of it  <diligently> no  <at-peace> no

<opentext> Does one take the persecution as a compliment, or an affront against us? Again, this will determine the severity of the speed bump?

<at-peace> sometimes forget that it should be a compliment

<h-d> if we take it as a compliment, we do it knowing that He loves us

<Faithful> am learning to take it as compliment

<diligently> same here, learning daily

<opentext> The quicker one turns to the Lord for His wisdom and insight, the quicker His peace for the situation will return.

<opentext> Could this be why James tells us to be quick to hear (seek Father's wisdom and counsel) and slow to speak or utter things, until we have all of Father's understanding for the situation?

<Faithful> yes  <diligently> yes  <chosen> yes  <h-d> yes  <at-peace> yes

<opentext> 2 Cor 11:23Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 24Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 25Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; (KJV)

<opentext> Now, if you were going through these things, how would you respond? Would you consider it a compliment as Paul, or would you be mumbling and grumbling a bit?

<h-d> all those in Christ Jesus WILL suffer persecution

<chosen> probably mumbling and questioning things

<diligently> do not mumble and grumble as i used to, have Fathers peace doing things His way.

<opentext> But we must take notice, that this so far is only a partial list, let's look at a few more verses:

<opentext> 2 Cor 11:25Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. (KJV)

<opentext> How often does one look at verses like these, and think that these were only for people like Paul do go through; or, do we understand as Helen pointed out, that ALL that live Godly in Christ Jesus, SHALL suffer persecution?

<h-d> we need to learn to be content in whatever state we are in

<at-peace> i understand that all who live Godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution, but sometimes forget all that it could entale

<opentext> However, Paul still says a bit more. (And we must remember that he was relating this to a Church full of carnal Christians)

<opentext> 2 Cor 11:28Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 29Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? 30If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities. (KJV)

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

<opentext> 2 Corinthians 11:28  And besides other things, which I pass over, there is that which presses on me daily - my anxiety for all the Churches.

<opentext> It is when we are able to recognize and accept our own short-comings, that one is able to then draw in and on the power and strength of God, that is Christ within you, the hope and assurance of the glory to come. Yet, is this how we first respond? Or, are we most often jarred or dis-shelved by the speed bump, and travel a ways before one regains their composure?

<at-peace> should respond by going to the Lord first, although i have fallen short and traveled a ways before regaining my composure

<chosen> i see plenty of shortcomings in me....don’t always allow Him to be my strength though

<at-peace> by focusing on the problem rather than the solution

<h-d> satan will always be there, we need to be on our guard at all times cause this is one of the times that he will try to come in if we do not keep our focus on what Father has for us

 <opentext> Today, if you will hear His voice, and harden not your heart, then His Spirit will be there to lead you and guide you through whatever may come. After all, faith is by hearing and obeying the counsel and wisdom given by Father.

Copyright © 2002 Built Anew Ministries All Rights Reserved
