15 April 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

 

<opentext> Father, we come before you with praise and thanksgiving in and upon our hearts and lips, recognizing your great love for us, which placed and prepared the way of reconciliation for us, before the world was. We thank you for the precious sacrifice of Jesus Christ in and on our behalf, so that this day, we can be risen with Him, as your children.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:8-9, 8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. KJV

 

<opentext> If, we be dead with Christ, dead to the leadings and leanings of this world and the cravings and desires of the lower nature [the old man], then one has the ability, the opportunity to believe that we are alive and  risen with Him.

<opentext> Do you always remember, do you always believe that you are alive and risen in Him?

<helpmate> not always, i believe, but do not always remember  

<disciple> i know that i am, but am not always acting like i believe at times

<chosen> easy to forget at times

 

<opentext> Rom 6:8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. KJV

 

<opentext> Being alive in Him, that is living and abiding in that new creation, that new nature that is provided for us in the resurrected Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Faith, my ability to hear the Message delivered [manifest] by Christ Jesus, and allow this Message to be the food for my new nature, which then enables me to live and walk in His Spirit, in every manner of every day life while here.

<opentext> Now, when one fails to hear and abide in the Message, are they able to remain risen in Him?

<disciple> no    <helpmate> no    <chosen> no

<opentext> Yet, how often is it, that one takes lightly the Message that they hear, and then wonder why problems have arisen in their life?

<chosen> when one is complacent   <helpmate> we need to have it hidden in our heart

<opentext> Each and every word that proceeds forth from the throne and mouth of God, is essential for the life of and in the new nature. It is the prescription for life in the realm of His Spirit.

<opentext> If you fail to comply with a necessary prescription [that is, fail to take the proper doses at the recommended intervals or such] is the medicine going to work as it is supposed to? Is one going to achieve the desired results?

<disciple> no  <helpmate> no  <chosen> no

<opentext> And when one does this, behaves in this manner, do they blame the medicine, the doctor or themselves for the failure for health to be restored?

<disciple> i blame myself...it was my choice  <helpmate> usually the doctor...most people that is

<opentext> In the physical, the doctor maybe could have prescribed the wrong medicine; or, the prescription could have been the wrong one, or maybe even a bad batch. However, in Father's realm, His medicine always works when used as prescribed.

<opentext> So when a person fails to remain dead to the old man, the old nature by living and abiding in Christ and His victory, there is no one to blame but ourselves, as one has neglected the very prescription for life.

<opentext> Death should have no more dominion over us. However, unless one remains in His grace, that is dead to this world and resurrected in and with Him, can they really expect to have a victorious life in Him?

<chosen> no  <helpmate> no  <disciple> no

<opentext> So then, when things are going wrong in our life [the prescription of the Message is not being adhered to] who do you blame or fault for the problems you are facing?

<disciple> myself <helpmate> i blame myself as i have let things slip  <chosen> myself

<opentext> Do you always recognize that fact immediately?

<helpmate> NO  <disciple> not always  <chosen> only once i have heard the correction

<opentext> Why not?

<disciple> i get caught up in the circumstances, rather than seeing the solution...that is....getting my life in line with Father's Word

<helpmate> the mind is usually cluttered with other things

<opentext> The mind cluttered with things other then the Word of life. The wrong priorities, so that the prescription is not taken at the recommended intervals, with the proper dosage.

<opentext> Thus, failing spiritual health reappears.

 

<opentext> Col 3:1 So if you're serious about living this new resurrection life with Christ, act like it. Pursue the things over which Christ presides. 2 Don't shuffle along, eyes to the ground, absorbed with the things right in front of you. Look up, and be alert to what is going on around Christ — that's where the action is. See things from his perspective. 3 Your old life is dead. Your new life, which is your real life — even though invisible to spectators — is with Christ in God. He is your life.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Col 3:3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. KJV

 

<opentext> IF...you are risen with Christ...then you will be seeking those things which are above, where the risen Christ is seated, as He completed the work that Father set before Him.

<opentext> This is where the heart has to be settled, and the mind focused, on things above. Always seeking the prescription which promotes and benefits life in and with Him.

<opentext> Now, if you knew a certain food was going to kill you, would you still eat it?

<disciple> no   <helpmate> no

<opentext> Yet, how often does one know that what they are thinking, what they are meditating in and on, is detrimental to their spiritual health and well being, and yet fail to get rid of it?

<disciple> too often

<helpmate> they don't, and most times their thoughts are in the wrong place

<opentext> So if you're serious about living this new resurrection life with Christ, act like it, live like it. One has to allow His Word to be the most important, the most valuable possession that they have. They must know that without Him, that they can do nothing!

<opentext> Today, will you remain risen with Him?

<helpmate> Col 3:17And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. (KJV)
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