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16 February 1999

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day that you have made, and we rejoice in the fact that we are your sheep, and gathered to hear your voice that are faith may expand its borders this day through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> Mark 4:11, And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables: (KJV)

<opentext> for the last 6 weeks...we have been covering the **mystery of the gospel**   about learning who we are in Christ Jesus.....we will be covering this topic through next week.  as we grow in His Word, and in His knowledge, the one thing that will hinder and hold us up more than anything else...is our flesh, or our earthly nature

<opentext> Gal 6:8 He who sows in the field of his lower nature, will from that nature reap destruction; but he who sows to serve the Spirit will from the Spirit reap the Life of the Ages. 9 Let us not abate our courage in doing what is right; for in due time we shall reap a reward, if we do not faint. (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> often times, we will look at verses like this, and we hear what is being said, yet we go right by the obvious.  he who sows...works at, puts in maximum effort, over thinks about, to their earthly nature...in others words...pampers the flesh.....most of us have seen a garden worked...and the amount of effort that goes into it, to get profitable results<opentext> it is the flesh, or our human nature, that hinders us, and keeps us from seeing all that we are and can be through Christ Jesus.  the wages, or garden growth of the flesh...is death.  and yet how often is it, that our flesh is tended, much more than our spirit man?

<mizpah> i try never to do that anymore

<shama> too often at times

<renewed> often, but we are getting better at not allowing that to happen

<diligently> some

<kenny> to many times

<opentext> He that sows in the field of his lower nature, that being his flesh! The only thing that we can expect to reap from that which we do in the flesh, is destruction. The lower nature, all the things of the flesh that we have learned to do that are contrary to what God's Word asks of us.  any time we rebel against Father's Word, we are operating in the flesh. we are tending to and nurturing that fleshly garden. we do not always stop to think, that when we rebel against whatever Father asks of us.....we have not only become defiant to Him, but we have strengthened the flesh, and weakened the spirit man

<opentext> 1 Sam 15:23  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.
 (KJV)

<opentext> have you ever thought of your rebellion as being the same as witchcraft?

<mizpah> only in the past year

<shama> yes, its a scary thought

<renewed> still forget that it is at times

<opentext> or that your stubbornness is in the same classification as idolatry?

<diligently> no

<kenny> i do that to often

<mizpah> hadn't thought about that one

<renewed> yes, because our god now has become our pride :(

<shama> wow

<opentext> so then...when we get into the flesh, or resort to our lower nature.....and Father asks us to do something and we refuse, we have just rebelled against God. and then Father asks us the second or third time, and we still refuse, we have now enter into stubbornness....open rebellion or insurrection against Father and His kingdom. 

<opentext> note the definition for stubbornness....

a primitive root; to peck at, i.e. (figuratively) stun or dull:

KJV-- press, urge, stubbornness.

<opentext> anyone here ever heard of the term....dull of hearing?????

<kenny> yes

<shama> yeah

<at-peace> yes

<diligently> no

<mizpah> yes

<ready2> yes

<help-fish> yes

<renewed> right, or our flesh pecking away at our spirit man until it becomes weak

<opentext> Heb 5:12  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. (KJV)

<opentext> Heb 5:11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing​.  (KJV)

<opentext> for when we should be teachers...we have to become taught again, because we have rebelled against Father and His Word... the lower nature has won out over the spirit man. not many ever think of being dull of hearing, as in rebellion to Father and His Word

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes Judy

<diligently> i would like think i never do this. can you give a time when we might of done this, please.

<opentext> judy, Father ever asked you not to do something....but you still went ahead and did it anyway? or, asked you to give something up...but you continued

 to do that which He asked you to give up?  such as....don't yell at Leonard....but your flesh wanted to anyway...so you yelled at him?  

<diligently> ok, i under stand  :-)

<opentext> Romans 13:14 On the contrary, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for gratifying your earthly cravings. (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> Make NO provisions for our earthly cravings!! How often is it that your earthly desires and cravings win out over the spiritual?

<renewed> sometimes still

<shama> sometimes too often

<help-fish> sometimes

<mizpah> sometimes, yes

<at-peace> sometimes

<diligently> too often…but getting better

<now-faith> too often

<ready2> at times

<kenny> a few

<opentext> did you stop to think, that by giving way to that craving, you were entering the arena of rebellion and stubbornness?

<shama> no

<diligently> nerver did i think that.

<renewed> no, never thought of it that way before

<mizpah> that just isn't what comes to mind at that time

<now-faith> yes, afterward

<opentext> no, because our old fleshly nature justifies what we are doing

<mizpah> right

<diligently> yes

<opentext> and we know, or should know, that those that are operating in the fleshly nature...CANNOT please Father

<diligently> after, i wish i hadn't done it

<opentext> Judy...yes...and we ask Father for forgiveness...and the move on, and ask Father for His help next time the flesh tries to gain the upper hand there

<help-fish> that  is why we need to learn to be swift to hear and slow to speak

<opentext> helen...exactly....swift to hear Father's counsel, and slow to answer in the flesh

<diligently> yes, it sounds sooo simple

<opentext> it is...it is our flesh that tries to make it soooo difficult

<opentext> Romans 8:12 Therefore, brethren, it is not to our lower natures that we are under obligation that we should live by their rule. 13 For if you so live, death is near; but if, through being under the sway of the spirit, you are putting your old bodily habits to death, you will live. (Weymouth translation)

<diligently> oh my

<opentext> note...the old bodily .....habits.....things we had to work at, and train ourselves to do. we trained at these old habits, until they became a natural, or routine function of our life....yet contrary to, or opposite of that which Father asks of us....rebellion. Our lower natures should not be ruling us. However the only way this will not be true, is if and when we are walking in God's Spirit.(His Words are spirit and they are life) Our old bodily habits, oh how much they tug and pull at us. Follow me, they say to us. how many of you have ever been given medicine by a

 doctor?

<mizpah> me

<help-fish> yes

<now-faith> yes

<renewed> I have

<diligently> i have

<at-peace> i have

<shama> yes

<opentext> what happened when you did not follow the instructions on the bottle?

<diligently> it didn't work

<mizpah> it didn't work

<shama> it didn't work how it was meant to

<help-fish> it did not help any

<opentext> many times we would start feeling better before the medicine was used up....and guess what, the symptoms returned!

<renewed> the medicine wasn't as effective, or may not have worked at all to help get rid of what the problem was

<at-peace> sometimes would make you ill... like taking it without food

<opentext> so then, we rebelled against the instructions, we became stubborn and refused to do what was asked of us.....did the doctor suffer because of our rebellion?

so then, we rebelled against the instructions, we became stubborn and refused to do what was asked of us.....did the doctor suffer because of our rebellion?

<renewed> no, we did

<diligently> no

<shama> no

<help-fish> not at all

<mizpah> no

<at-peace> no

<kenny> no

<opentext> God has given us the prescription for life...Christ Jesus...and He gave us an instruction manual on how and what to do to overcome....yet so often we rebel and become stubborn to what He has prescribed for that which will heal that which ails us. and as soon as the Word does not work...who do we blame????

<mizpah> we should blame ourselves

<diligently> my self or Father

<renewed> used to blame God

<shama> we usually question Father

<diligently> most or the time i do not blame myself it is someone else

<kenny> we wonder what we did wrong

<diligently> yes

<opentext> Galatians 3:3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now going to reach perfection through what is external? . (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> was the problem on Father's end, or the Word??

<diligently> no

<mizpah> no

<help-fish> no

<at-peace> nope

<shama> not at all

<renewed> no, on ours for not listening or hearing clearly all the way through

<kenny> no

<opentext> Zeph 3:5
The just LORD is in the midst thereof; he will not do iniquity: every morning doth he bring his judgment to light,​ He faileth not​; but the unjust knoweth no shame.(KJV)


<opentext> God or His Word can never fail......so then we see that the problem has to be on our end.....why? because we did not give heed...we did not listen to and act on His Word

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> larry that is also why we need to make sure we ask Father of what we should do.

<opentext> yes....if there are any doubts...be still, and wait for Father to answer

<diligently> this is so good

<opentext> Galatians 3:3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now going to reach perfection through what is external? . (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> How often is it that we get weary, or tired or just fed up with doing that is what is right?

<mizpah> sometimes, yes

<renewed> sometimes can be quite often, especially if we have waited for years to see the manifestation of it

<shama> sometimes

<diligently> yes, and when no one else is

<kenny> yes

<opentext> anyone here besides me ever say to God...not this again?

<shama> oh yeah

<at-peace> yes

<renewed> yes

<help-fish> yup

<diligently> yes

<ready2> yes

<opentext> so then...our old habits or fleshly nature was trying to gain the upper hand over our spirit man

<opentext> and then i would hear Father say....larry, if you had listened to my Word, applied it to your life.....you would not be taking another lap through the desert. it was not Father fault...His Word works...it was my fault...for rebelling against His Word, and being stubborn enough to do that several time, before starting to listen to Father's counsel.  

<at-peace> those laps around the mountain are not much fun... especially if you are seeing the same scenery

<help-fish> and that scenery is ugly

<mizpah> and the more you do it,  the trenches get a bit deeper, so

 it's harder to return to the path

<opentext> faith....Father prescription....comes by hearing Father counsel, that taking it as prescribed....until it brings about that victory in my life

<help-fish> yup harder to get out of that rut

<renewed> not becoming weary of well-doing .... doing that which Father is asking of us in a particular situation, regardless of the length of time it takes

<opentext> Hebrews 12:11 Now, at the time, discipline seems to be a matter not for joy, but for grief; yet it afterwards yields to those who have passed through its training a result full of peace--namely, righteousness. (Weymouth)

<opentext> after training the spirit man in Father's Word...to over throw any rebellion or uprising of the old nature. dying to the flesh daily.....using the word to kill those old habits...the way of life that we used to live, that was contrary to,

 in rebellion against God's Word. we will close here for today....any questions from

 today??

<nfi> letting patience have the perfect work and not wanting to put dynamite in the garden

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> i know both peace and righteousness are Christ; are they the same thing?

<opentext> peace is the rest and comfort of doing which Father asks...righteousness is the key to Father's armory...that enables us to draw any resources that we need to get to that peace.  

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> and how do we stay out of our flesh.

<opentext> the more we do  that which Father asks of us in the Word, the more we are enabled to stay out of the flesh...so the Rx would be...the Word...and then ...the Word, and then...more of the Word.  

<diligently> :-) yes yes yes

<mizpah> :-))

