14 September 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 
<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can come before you by and through Christ Jesus, to receive of and from you that which we need to sustain us and nourish us this day on our journey home.

 
<opentext> Rom 14:1-3, 1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. 2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. 3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him. (KJV)
 
<opentext> Def. for weak: 1) to be weak, to be feeble, to be without strength, to be powerless  2) to be weak in means, to be needy, to be poor  3) to be feeble, to be sick
 
<opentext> Now, if one is in a weak condition of the faith, how receptive do you think that they are really going to be?
<disciple> not very...will be dull of hearing
<greg> most would rather hear smooth things, things that appeal to the senses physical, and not sound doctrine
<opentext> So we can then see how that the example that one sets is of great importance. It is also imperative that one is sound in the doctrine of faith.
<opentext> We are told to be confident in the work which He has begun within us; yet for those that are weak in the faith, how much confidence do you think that they have in sound doctrine?
<disciple> not much
<greg> most are confident in the work of others, judging by the outward and not inward, not willing to let God be true and man the liar
<helpmate> most only have faith in what they can see with the eye
<opentext> Why is it that they do not have much confidence?
<helpmate> their spiritual eyes are still sleeping
<greg> God confirms His word with signs following, many are not willing to step out on the path of life, letting the peace of God rule in their lives instead of popular opinions
<disciple> one will not have confidence, unless they renew their mind in the Word daily
<opentext> Think about it this way for a moment; if a person is not well fed, does not have the proper nutrition and diet, what will happen to them?
<disciple> they will get sick and die eventually
<greg> they wont have to energy to walk in the spirit and exercise the spiritual senses, strengthening the body
<helpmate> they will become weak and feeble and eventually die
<opentext> So then we can see then what Paul is talking about here in these verses, about receiving those who are weak, feeble, malnourished in the faith, and setting the proper example for them to see what is necessary for proper health and strength to be had and maintained.
<opentext> Now also think about this: if a person is weak and feeble, sickly and in poor health with little strength, are you able to immediately start them on the proper diet?
<disciple> no...they need to work up to the proper diet
<helpmate> no, you have to start them all over on the milk of the word...something they can handle
<greg> they need to begin at the first principles, learning to walk all over again
<opentext> So force feeding will not work?
<helpmate> it will only make them sick so they do not want to hear any more
<disciple> nope
<opentext> So the question is, that when people read the opening verses of this chapter, how many do you think really have an understanding of what Paul is referring to when he is talking about those who are "weak in the faith"?
<helpmate> they will surely not think that they are a part of those that are weak
<greg> faith is personal, it is something that is developed between God and man, it is not something that can be prayed for or imitated, though many claim to have lots of faith, few have a real peace and confidence in time of need
<opentext> Now remember also, that some of the definitions of weak were without strength and without power. Paul says that we are able to do all things through Christ who strengthens us; that Christ is the wisdom and power of God. So we can see then that Paul is talking about those who do not have a working knowledge of the mystery of the gospel, as they have not yet learned how to be active participants in and of His divine nature.
<opentext> Now, if you start arguing, or doubtful disputations about what physical foods they are eating, how receptive do you think they will be to hearing the truth of the gospel?
<helpmate> they will not be receptive at all
<disciple> they won't be...they will immediately be on the defensive
<opentext> One has to be mindful of what the Word tells us, that it is the truth that is able to set us free, and keep us free if we continue in it. That one has to continue in the faith, grounded and settled, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel.
<opentext> Yet, regardless of how much of the truth that is put forth, are all going to be seeking or wanting the truth?
<disciple> nope...just the ones that have a sincere heart who listen to His voice and allow themselves to be led by the Holy Spirit
<helpmate> no, a lot are comfortable right where they are at and will not want to change...they do not like to see or have change
<opentext> Look at it this way; with all the information on proper diet that we have available to us in this present world and time, how many people put forth a sincere effort into maintaining a healthy and proper diet?
<helpmate> not many if one looks at the shape a lot of bodies are in
<disciple> very few
<at-peace> many hear it, but few receive it into their lives as a way of living
<greg> its still comes down to simple diet and exercise, but most are looking for shortcut pills and gimmicks, rather than letting patience have its perfect work
<opentext> Thus why the believer has to continue to be that example in word, in conversation and conduct, regardless of what the external circumstances are trying to dictate.
<at-peace> exhort and encourage with all longsuffering... set the example and receive those with the gentleness and meekness of Christ instructing them in truth, not being lords over their faith, but helpers of their joy, for by faith we stand
<opentext> 2 Tim 4:2     Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.            (KJV)
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